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*Film, *"Chesapea^ke: *The *Twilight *Estuary" *on *WTTG-
*TV, *Channel *5^, *Washington, *We^dnesday^, *^Mar. *26, *at *9*
*p.m.

National Hurricane Conference in Houston̂ , Tex.,
Apr.15-18.

Marine Data Systems *MDS ^'86 international
symposium by Gulf Coast Section, Marine Technology
Society, Hyatt Regency, New Orleans, Apr. 30 - May 2.

*NOAA-F launch, Tuesday, June 3, at *Vandenberg
*AFB, Calif.

THEO Successful At Solar Flare Forecasting;—In a demonstration of
the potential of computer-aided decision ma^king, an artificial
intelligence program called THEO recently was used by *ERL's Space
Environment Laboratory to forecast solar flare occurrence
probability. This was the first use within *NOAA of such a system for
forecasting, according to the laboratory's Richard *Grubb.

THEO's probability forecast was made operationally available to
solar forecasters March 1 as an experiment. Gary *Heckman, chief of
the Space Environment Services Center, said the first few forecasts
produced by the system differed only slightly from those issued by
human forecasters using traditional methods.

New Laboratory Established by NOS:--The Nautical Charting Division
has established a laboratory to manage the research and development
needed to modernize mapping, charting, surveying, and automated data
systems*.

*NOAA Report is an administrative document, issued by the Office of the Administrator for
the information and use of agency personnel.



The laboratory^, form̂ ê d by consoli^dating several elements^, is
hea^ded by Lawrence *W. Fritz, former chief of the NOS Systems
Development Branch.

Mâ jor pro^jects underway at the laboratory include the next
generation *NO^AA shipboard hydrographie survey system, the ne^xt
generation automated nautical charting system, and an advanced system
^know as the Integrated ̂ Digital *Photogrammetric Facility.

Puerto *Rican Flood Alerting Plans:—Spurred by those disastrous
rains of last October, Puerto Rico^'s Department of Natural Resources
*(DNR) has received $240,000 this year from the Commonwealth to
enhance rainfall/flood alerting systems for the island. After
consulting with ̂ Weather Service experts and other U.S. and Puerto
*Rican authoritiê s, the *DNR has come up with plans to expand real-time
monitoring of *streamflow and rainfall information in flood-vulnerable
drainages across Puerto Rico.

*NOAA Spill Team Honored:—The names of 15 ̂members of the Seattle-
based Hazardous Materials Response Team will be among those of over
2,000 indivi^duals recognized on an etched metal plague being unveiled
March 28 in Port Angeles, Wash. The plague was created by local
authorities in recognition of the massive effort to deal with the
December 1985 oil spill in Port Angeles. *NOAA personnel included on
the plaque are John Robinson, Dave Kennedy, Dave *Kummerlowe, Fran̂ k̂
*Migaiolo, Karon *Glea^eon, ̂borie Harris, Larry *Keister, Burl *Wescott,
*Lyle "Skip" Fox, Dr. Jerry Gait^, Debbie *Payton, Tracy *DeVaan, John
Murphy, Dean Dale, Tom *Ballou, Robert *Pavia.

Georges Bank Herring Fail To Spawn;—For the seventh consecutive
year, Fishery Service egg and larvae surveys in the Northwest
Atlantic have shown the once-productive spawning beds of Atlantic
herring on the eastern Georges Bank to be dormant. No larvae were
found in October, and only two larvae were discovered during November
and December̂ .

Another Award for Dr. Frank;—*KIRO, the CBS affiliated radio and
TV outlet in Seattle has named Dr. Neil Frank the station's
Distinguished Meteorologist for 1986. The Hurricane Center chief
will visit Seattle as a guest of the station on April 10. He also
will participate in a seminar for key *NOAA personnel dealing with the
limitations of science as related to the warning process.

Methane Mapping Shows Concentration Changes;—The first
comprehensive mapping of atmospheric methane distribution, derived
from 23 sampling locations and measured by *NOAA's Paul *Steele and
others at *ERL, has been presented at the Geophysical Monitoring for
Climatic Change annual review in Boulder.

Methane is one of the greenhouse *gasses which is increasing in the
atmosphere and which has the potential of causing global warming.
The global methane measurements cover 1983-85 as part of the *NOA^A



*Ra^diatively Important Trace Species (̂ HITS) program^, and exhibit
seasonal variations in each hemisphere an̂ d a globally averaged
increase of 0.8 percent per year.

There is relatively little change in concentration with latitude
in the southern he^misphere^, but a significant increase from the
equator to the high northern latitudes. Further research is being
performed to determine the sources that are responsible for both the
yearly increase in methane and the higher concentrations for the
northern hemisphere.

Hurricane Safety Campaign Opening Set;—The 1986 hurricane
awareness campaign will kiĉ k off May 30-31 in New Orleans^, with a
press conference featuring Hurricane Center director Neil Frank, and
a workshop for television *weathercasters and print media. *NOAA^'s *P-3
aircraft will be on hand as an exhibit. The hurricane season opener
will be followed by press, radio, and TV materials over the next
several weeks.

*Adm. Bossier Named *AGU Fellow:—Rear Admiral John D. Bossler,
director of *NOAA Charting and Geodetic Services, has been named a
fellow of the American Geophysical Union *(AGU). The *AGU, an
association of earth and space scientists, awards fellowships to
scientists who have "acknowledged eminence in a branch of
geophysics*. *" It is one of the few honors conferred by the
organization which limits the number of fellows el̂ ected each year to
0.1 percent of the total membership.

Tsuna^mi Communications Test Planned;—*NOAA^'s Alaska Tsuna^mi
Warning Center in Palmer, headed by Tom *Sokolowski, will participate
in a tsunami warning test called Exercise Goldfish March 26. The
annual test this year will involve *NOAA offices in Seattle, Portland,
San Francisco, and Los Angeles, as well as Canadian agencies. A mock
warning of a tsunami-generating earth^quake will originate at the
Alaska center and be flashed to the Federal Emergency Management
Agency's National Warning Center at Cheyenne Mountain^, Colo.
Subsequent messages defining the *seawave's height and damage to land
areas where it strikes will be issued during the 4-hour test.
Exercise Goldfish will ascertain the effectiveness of the tsunami
communications system and the adequacy of the messages.

*Mt Mitchell Visits Capital;*^--NOAA's survey ship *Mt Mitchell was in
Washington, *D.C., the week of March 17 in conjunction with the annual
meeting of the American Congress on Surveying and Mapping and the
American Society of *Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing. The ship left
Washington March 21 *enroute to its *homeport of Norfolk, Va. While in
Norfolk the *Mt Mitchell will host public open houses at Hydro U.S.A.
'86, along with a replica of the Godspeed, the ship that brought the
original Jamestown settlers to America.

Alaska Kin̂ g Crab Protection;—Four areas around *Kodiak Island,
Alaska, have been closed to trawlers (other than bottom *[nonpelagic]



trawling) in an emergency measure by the Fisheries Service to protect
king crab. The closures were necessary to prevent the trawls from
^killing the king crabs during their molting and breeding season and
to allow restoration of the *Kodiak king crab fishery.

Whitewater Hotline: —*NÔ AA*̂ 's Information and Referral Center in
Seattle will reactivate its ^Whitewater Hotline April 1. Whitewater
sports are a multimi11ion dollar industry in Washington state, says
Hotline coordinator Ron *Kopinski. More than 16̂ ,000 callers used the
service during its second season last year.

Tornado Spotter Film;—The Weather Service and Public Affairs are
putting the finishing touches on a new film for field offices to use
during tornado spotter training. The *20-minute film contains nine
segments of film from several different tornadoes. Eight segments
come from highlights of the 1981 chase season shot by the National
Severe Storms Laboratory and the University of Mississippi^, while the
ninth segment is the 1985 Ellis^, Kansas, tornado shot by a commercial
television crew.

*McArthur Participates in Ceremonies;—*Cdr. Fred Jones, skipper of
the *NOAA ship *McArthur based in Seattle, reports his vessel will be
busy with extracurricular activities over the next few ^months. In
addition to holding open house at several locations, the ship will
participate in the Portland Rose Festival, June 3-8.

*Lavoie Elected;—The Weather Service's Dr. Ronald *L. *Lavoie, chief
of the Office of Meteorologŷ 's program requirements and planning
division, has been elected secretary of the American Geophysical
Union's Atmospheric Science Section.

Dr. Hall Heads Second Office;—Dr. *J. Michael Hall has been named
acting director of the Office of Climatic and Atmospheric Research,
replacing *Orville *E. *Scribner who is retiring. Dr. Hall also will
continue as director of the Tropical Oceans and Global Atmosphere
Project Office.

Going to *EPCOT?—If your spring break includes a visit to the
famed Florida theme park, you will see *NOAA film excerpts in its
Living Seas Pavilion. The Disney park production, *^"Seabase Alpha,*"*
contains over 90 minutes of video, including scenes from *NOAA motion
pictures. Incidentally, if you have a speaking engagement in your
neighborhood, or at a club or school, *NOAA's films are available as
an aid. For information: Tony Gordon, *FTS 377-8090.

War On *Bafflespeak;—This week's tour of Jargon City highlights
Secretary *Baldrige's distaste for redundancy. He advises avoiding
such terms as "serious crisis," "personally reviewed," "new
initiatives," "enclosed herewith," "great ma^jority," and "untimely
death" (inquiring whether any death is timely). Attention is called
also to that pervasive bureaucratic practice, splitting infinitives.
Don't do it, says the Secretary.
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