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COMING UP

*NASA/NOAA Program Review Board Meeting in
Washington, *D.C., Oct. 19.

Joint Gulf an^d Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commissions fall meeting in Key West^, Fla., Oct. 19-22.

Undersea Science Symposium at the *Avery Point
campus of the University of Connecticut, sponsored by
the *NOAA Office of Undersea Research, Oct. 21-23.

21st International Symposium on Remote Sensing of
the Environment in Ann Arbor, Mich., Oct. 26

2nd Annual International Conference on Geographic
Information Systems (GIS '87) in San Francisco, Calif.,
Oct. 26.

Fish Expo ̂ '87 in Seattle, Wash., Oct. 28.

6th Remote Sensing Conference in *Galveston, Tex.*,*
*̂ Nov*. 2*.

*NO^A^A ̂Aircraft Sets Hurricane Record:*--N42RF, one of *NOAA^'s
Office of Aircraft Operations (ОАО) weather hunting *WP-3D Orions,
set a new hurricane record by penetrating the eye of Hurricane
Emily 19 times during a single flight. The record occurred on
Sept. 22 during a two-plane *eyewall water budget study south of
the island of *Hispaniola. ОАО conducted the research flights for
the ̂ Hurricane Research Division of the Atlantic Océanogr^aphie and
Meteorological Laboratory. Both aircraft measured rapid pressure
falls exceeding three millibars per hour in Emily's tiny, 10-
*mile-wide eye, along with sustained winds of 135 knots at flight
level and 115 knots at the sea's surface. The lowest center
pressures were estimated at 960 millibars. The second Orion^,
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*N43RF, obtaine^d nine center fi^xes during the experi^ment, and also
caught the brunt of Emily^'s severe turbulence because of the
plane's lower penetration altitude than *N42RF.

Both *WP-3Ds fly from their home base in ^Miami, Fla., area
during the hurricane season for tropical cyclone research and
reconnaissance. The aircraft tr^avel around the world at other
ti^mes of the year in support of meteorological and océanographie
research.

^Wallops Satellite Station Upgrade *Set:--NOAA has awarded a
$5,092,352 contract, including options, to develop, install, and
maintain an automated data collection system at Wallops Station,
Va. The contract will upgrade the Wallops Command and Data
Ac^quisition Station to provide a capability to receive and
distribute data from up to 100,000 platforms; the current
capacity is 7,000 platforms. The new system will serve a new
family of geostationary satellites (GOES *I-^M) sched^uled to go
into service beginning in early 1990 and produced by the Ford
Aerospace and Communications Corp. of Palo Alto, Calif. The new
contract includes $3,484,447 for the basic installation and
$1,607,905 for options covering additional information storage,
software, and ^support and up to seven years maintenance on the
system. The award calls for system development and fabrication,
with delivery and installation in 21 months.

Dolphins Back In The *Ne^ws:--A *NOAA-sponsored team of
scientists returned to Virginia Beach last week to take blood and
skin samples from *bottlenose dolphins. Over 400 dolphins have
died on the east coast since early July. The group, led by Dr.
Joseph ^Ceraci, captured and examined 19 of the animals. Initial
results from the tests are expected within a few weeks.

*NO^AA To Evaluate ^Alabama Coastal Program :*--NOAA will
evaluate the Alabama State Coastal Management Program with visits
to Montgomery, ^Mobile, Gulf Shores^, and Orange Beach to conduct
interviews with interested parties. A public meeting will be
held Oct. 21 in Mobile, according to *NOAA*'s Evaluation Team
Leader, Eric Hughes.

Good Morn^ing Amer^ica^, From *^AMC:--"Good Morning America," the
ABC network's wake-up show, is planning a live broadcast fro^m^
*NOAA*'s Atlantic Marine Center next month. The progra^m will be
devoted to environmental issues such as ocean pollution. *AMC
Deputy Director Fidel Smith hosted a group of producers^,^
directors, and technicians on a tour of the facility last week.
Prelimin^ar^y plans call for using the *NOAA Ship *Mt Mitchell as a
background for program host Charles Gibson who will originate
live from the pier.
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