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COMI^NG UP

Cooperat^ive Inŝ titute for Research in the Atmosphere
program review in Fort Col̂ lins*, Colo*.*, May 8*.

World Meteorological Organization Regional Meeting in
Sofia, Bulgaria^, May 8̂ -11.

Space Environmental Laborator̂ y Users' Conference in
Boulder^, Colo., May 15-17.

Boise *Interagency Fire Center 25th anniversary
celebration in Boise^, Idahô , May 18̂ -19.

Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee meetings in
Washington̂ , *D.C., May 22-23.

Satellite Moved To Hurricane Watch Station;—*NOAA has started
moving the *GOES-7 satellite eastward to a position where it will be
able to "see^" 690 miles farther into the Atlantic Ocean for the
hurricane season. The geostationary satellite will arrive at 98
degrees West on Aug.2. GOES will be drifted very slowly - .08 degrees
of longitude per day - to conserve fuel.

*NO^AA Okays *Swim-With-Dolphin Pro^gra^ms;—*NOAA has decided to allow
*Swim-With-The^-Dolphin programs to continue on an experimental basis.

*NMFS has issued permits to four locations to conduct swim programs
with captive dolphins. Three of these programs are located in the
Florida Keys and the fourth is in Hawaii. These permits were to
e^xpire on April 30, but are to be extended to Dec. 31, 1991, under
new experimental conditions. No new permits, however, will be issued
to other locations at this time, the Fisheries Service said, and no
additional dolphins may be captured for use in these programs.

Environmental groups have expressed their concern for the health
and safety of the dolphins involved in the swim programs since the
first permit was issued in 1985. *NMFS states that it has received
hundreds of letters in the past six months expressing a wide range of
opinions, from support for the expansion of the swim programs to
calling for a total ban on the use of captured dolphins for such
programs. *^NMFS, however, indicated that there has been no physical
evidence that the dolphins involved in these programs have s^uffered
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more heal^th problems ̂ than dolph^ins which are used for public display
in aq^uaria habitats.

*NOAA said its goal in continuing these progra^ms on an ê xp̂ erî mental
basis is to obtain more infor̂ mation about the overall well̂ -being ̂ of
the dô lphins involved in the program̂ s. This information will ̂ -be
necessary in order to determine whether additional permits will be
issued to other locations in the future.

*NMFS also intends to strengthen it̂ s monitoring of these programs
and will be strictly enforcing new conditions to the ê xisting permî ts.
Under these new conditionŝ , dolphins are to be provided additional
rest periods^, increased security, and a means of escape from the
swi^mming public. Potential health riŝ ks to the general public are
also to be minimized.

*NO^AA Satellite Spots Old Iĉ eber̂ ĝ 's Breakup:—The oldest known
drifting iceberg, first spotted by satellite more than 12 years ago,
has begun to break up in the South Atlâ ntiĉ , after a 5700-mile Odyssey
that took it almost entirely around the Antarctic continent, *̂ NOAA and
the Navy report.

The huge berg, designated as *C-2 by the *Navy\NOAA Joint Ice Center
when it was detected in January 1978, was last sighted in early
February southwest of^"the Falkland Islands.

"̂It started fragmenting in an area of the ocean known as the
^"screaming fifties' because of the very rough weather routinely
experienced in those latitudes^," said Navy *Capt. Tom *Callaham,
director of the Ice Center.

Although not as big as some of the "super bergs" the Ice Center
has tracked in the past, *C^-2 was still formidable^.

"Originally, it occupied about twice the area of Washington, *D.C."
*Callaham reported. In 1983, a Coast ĝ uard ice breaker measured it at
over 20 miles on a side. "And that was ô nly the tip of the iceberg,"
added *Callaha^m. "For four years it was grounded in more than 200 feet
of water.*"

The iceberg finally ^drifted free in 1982 and continued its
westward movement around Antarctica, driven by a current *. that
circulated counter-clockwise along the continent̂ 's coast.

The *Navy\NOAA Joint Ice Center, using *NOAA satellites, produces
charts of sea ice coverage in both the Arctic and Antarctic to aid
navigation and shipping.

Record Seafood Consumption ^Noted;—Americans ate a 'record amount
of seafood in 1989, consuming 15.9 pounds, per person and breaking the
pr^evious record of 15.7 pounds in 1987, according, to the *NOAA
Fisheries Sê rvice.



The larges^t î ncrease -per person was In the fresh and ̂ froz^en
seafoo^d category and was due primaril^y to a 1.1 billion pound increase
in domestic Alas^kan polloĉ k production and a 105 million pound
increase in Pacific cod production. An increase of 47 million pounds
of farm^-raised catfish prô duction also ̂ helped to increase per person
consumption*.

According to *NMFS marketing ê xpertŝ , news that eating fish ̂may
help prevent heart disease â nd other ailments has increased seafood
consumption.

The Fisheries Service also .said Americans are taking advantage of
the increased availability of seafood at restaurants and supermarkets
and the appearance of the non̂ -traditional species^, such as the farm-
raised catfish.

The per person figures represent thè consumption of edible meat
rather than the weight of the whole fish or shellfisĥ , *̂ NOAA said.

Seattle *Ha^zmat Team Win̂ s ^award;—*NOAA^'s Hazardous Material
Response Branch in Seattle is the winner of a national award for
E^xcellence in Technology Transfer by the Federal Laboratory
Consortiû m*.

The award was made for the development and transfer of the
Computer-Aided Management of Emergency Operations (CAMEO) program
which is in use by more than 4,500 organizations throughout the United
States and in many foreign countries.

The awards will be presented during the Consortium^'s spring
meeting in Lakewood^, Colorado, May 7-10.

CAMEO contains a data base with information for over 2600
chemicals and an atmospheric model that can assist in evaluating
chemical release and evacuation situations.

CAMEO also computerizes the hazard analysis portion of the
Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act of 1986 and can
help local governments develop contingency plans required under the
law.

The first CAMEO Workshop was held in Seattle, Washington, in 1989
and attracted over 600 participants repres^enting every state and
several foreign governments. The next conference is scheduled for
1991 in Washington, *D.C. and is expected to attract even greater
numbers. In addition to the CAMEO computer program, the group has
developed an instructor certification course to ^enhance training
opportunities for users, and publishes technical bulletins which cover
a wide variety of topics of interest to users.



The Fed^eral Laborator^y Consortium is an organization made up of
more than 500 U.S. Govern^ment laboratories and research centers from
14 federal agencies. The group was established in 1974 to help
provide assistance to domestic, public and private sectors in
utilizing the technology resources developed through the efforts of
the federal government.

The Award for E^xcellence in Technology Transfer was established
in 1984 to recognize individuals within federal organizationŝ , not
themselves members of the Consortium̂ , who have done outstanding work
in transferring technology.

The criteria for the award are: that an individual or team has
demonstrated uncommon creativity and imitative in the transfer of
technology, that the benefits to industry or state ^and local
governments are significant, and that the achievements are recent.

NOS Publishes New *EEZ Map^s;—The National Ocean Service has
published two more 1:100,000 bathymétrie maps with 20̂ -meter contour
intervals that show the Guide Seâ mount southwest of San Francisco and
*seafloor domes on the upper continental slope southeast of the
^Mississippi River Delta. The maps were compiled from *multibeam echo
soundings obtained by *NOAA ships. Both maps have a *3-dimensional view
of the mapped *seafloor printed along their margins.

These maps ̂join a growing nu^mber of high-resolution *seafloor maps
produced by ^NOS for areas of high scientific and/or resource
exploration interest in both the Gulf of Mexico and the Pacific Ocean
Exclusive Economic Zone.

^Wea^ther Service Hydrolô gî ŝ t̂ e Honored:—Bert Reeves, Service
Hydrologist at the Weather Service Forecast Office in Bir^mingham,
Ala., is the 1989 winner of the Max A. Kohler Award ̂ "for meritorious
service sustained for a period of years while contribution to the
fulfillment of the hydrologie forecast and flood warning mission of
the National Weather Service.^" Reeves, who has been with NWS since
1958, was cited for his contributions in the area of automation of
dat^a collection and dissemination.

David *Macfariane, *, Alaska River Forecast Center Hydrologie
Technician, was awarded the Alaska Commendation Medal by the State of
Alaska for his work during spring breakup. "In his 20 years of
service to Alaska^'s flood warning and response program as a flood
forecaster and *evaluator,*" the award citation reads, "David *Macfariane
has developed an unsurpassed level of expertise on ice ̂ jam and flood
probabilities along Alaska's major river systems. No other individual
in the Sate has dedicated as much time and energy to the State *' s flood
warning program.*"
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