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NO A A Employees ,̂ Offices Awa^rded Gold & Silver Medals
Com^merce Department Gold
and Silver Medals have been
awarded to 12 *NOAA em-
ployees and two *NOAA
o^f^f^ices for outstandi^ng
service.

Gold Medals, the highest
award given Commerce em-
ployees for rare and dist^i^n-
guished contributions of major
significance to the Department,
the ̂ Nation, or the world^, went
to:

Thomas *R. Karl, *^NOAA's
National Environmental Satel-
lite, Data, and Information
Serv^ice, *Ashevllle, *N.C., for
significant contributions and
leadership in documenting,
detecting and understanding
global climate change.

James *R. *Mahoney, *NOAA's
Office of the Chief Scientist,
Washi^ngton, for extraordinary
contributions and leadership
in making the National Acid
Precipitation Assessment
Program a model effort for
other federal a^gencies involved
in environmental issues,
including greenhouse gases
and global warming.

Ric^hard G. Strauch, *NOAA's
Environmental Research
Laboratories *(ERL), Boulder^,^
Colo., for pioneering research
on wind profiling radar that
has advanced weather observa-
tion technology.

Dr. Paul *E. Smith, *NOAA's
National Marine Fisheries
Service *(NMFS), La *Jolla, Calif.,
for outstanding contributions
in developing sampling meth^-^
ods to quantify efficiently
complicated physical and
biological processes in the sea.

Silver Medals ̂ "for merito^r^i-
ous contributions of unusual
value to the Department or the
Natio^n" were awarded to:

Robert *L. *Molinari, *ERL,
^Miami, Fla., for exemplary
scientific and organi^zational
leadership in achieving goals of
the Subtropical Atlantic Cli-
mate Study, one of the earliest
*NOAA programs to focus on the
ocean's role in determining the
Earth's climate.

Eugenia *Kalnay, *NOAA's
National Weather Service
(^NWS)^, Camp Springs, Md., for
outstanding research that has

Dr^. Sylvia *Earle Named *NOAA Chief Scientist
Dr. Sylvia A. *Earle, noted
marine botanist and biolo-
^gist, and co-founder and
president of Deep Ocean
Engineering Inc., of San
Leandro, Calif., has been
named *NOAA Chief Scien-
tist.

Nominated by President
Bush on May 10, her appoint-

ment was confirmed by the
U.S. Senate on Oct. 26.

As *NOAA's Chief Scientist
she will coordinate its e^f^forts
across a wide variety of oceanic
and meteorological programs,
including global warming and
ocean pollution.

Dr. *Earle has logged more

contî nue^d on page 2

Going ̂ for the Gold: 12 *NOAA employees and
two *^NOAA offices were awarde^d Gold or Silver
Medals (or outstanding service last week.

had a profound impact on
operational numerical weather
forecasting.

Michael *T. *Sikorski, NWS,
Silver Spring, Md., for sus-
tained major contributions to
the design, development, and
implementation of the *NOAA
Weather Wire which transmits
weather watches and warnings
quickly to the public and
media.

con t̂̂ inued on page 2
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Coming ^Events
• National Weather Service
Southern Region Area
Managers Conference, in
Fort Worth, Texas, Nov. 6-9.
• GOES Program Review, in
Fort Wayne, Indiana, Nov. 8.
• U.S. Air Force Geophysics
Laboratory Advisory Board
Meeting, in Boston, Mass.,
Nov. 13-14.
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*NOAA-Operated Satellite
T^hree crew members aboard
a burning ̂ f^ishing vessel off
Sabi^ne Pass. *Tx., were aided
last week by *SARSAT, a
search and rescue satellite-
aided t^racking system oper^-^
ated Jointly by *NOAA and
the *U.S.S^.R.

A^t about 8 p.m. on Oct. 30,
owne^r and operator *Khuong V.
Ngu^yen^, *Tuan *Ngueyen of
B^eaumont, *T^x.. and *Tuan
Nguyen f^r^om Bridge City, *T^x.,
wer^e ̂ trolling on the wooden
68^-foot shrimper V^ictor^y when
It caught ̂ f^ire with ̂ f^ive thou-
sand g^allo^ns of fu^el aboard^.^
The crew turned on an emer-
gency beacon that sent a s îgnal
on the 406 *mhz frequency
received by both the *NOAA-9
and a Rus^sian *COSPAS polar

*E â̂ t̂ e Named C^hief Scientist
continu^ed ̂ from ̂ pa^g^e ̂ 1^

than 5.000 hours of t^ime
under water dur^ing some 50
ex^peditions. In 1970 she led
the first team of women
d^i^vers during the *trailblazing
*Tektite Project in the Virgin
Islands, and holds a solo
d^i^ve depth record of 3,000
feet. She has used conven-
tional and saturat^ion di^ving
techniques and the ADS
systems JIM, WASP, MAN-
TIS, and DEEP ROVE^R
She Is also a world-re-
nowned expert on deep sea
operations, and has made
major con^t^ribu^t^ions to the
evolving underwater equip-
ment technolog^y.
Her honors include a Doc-
torate In Humane Letters
from the Monterey Institute
of International Studies, and
the Los Angeles T^imes
Woman of the Year. O

*System *Aids *Shrimpers *Aboard *Burning *Vessel
*v^ess^el *s^i^xteen *and
*a *half *miles *o^f^f^
*Sabine *Pass, *Tx.,
*was *in *distress.

*Coast *Guard
*personnel *at
*Sabine *Pass, *Tx.,
*were *noti^f^ied *and
*sent *rescuers *to
*the *scene. *The
*crew *members *had
*boarded *another
*nearby *vessel. *La
*Ma^do^n^n^a, *that

^P^u^*

*Salvation *From *Abov^e: *T^he *cre^w *o^f *a *b^urning *Te^xas *^f^ishing *vessel
*^w^ere *saved *w^hen *SARSAT *picked *up *Iheir *^eme^r^çency *beacon.

orbiting satellites. The satel^-^
lites retransmitted the signal to
personnel at the Coast Guard
Operations Center in New O^r-
leans, La. alerting them th^at a

*^^ame *to *^Ше

*al£l^> *^™ *eventua^lly
*reached *shore. *The
*^V^ic^t^or^y, *which *^was

*stuck *In *a *safe^ty *fairway, *was
*towed *the *next *morning, *but
*only *after *reigniting. *To *date
*SARSAT *h^as *saved *over *1,600
*l^ives. *О

^D/Ver̂ s Draw Big Fin̂ e for Looting *NOAA Sanc t̂uary
Seven ̂ Los Angeles-area
^scuba divers have been
fine^d $132,000 for re-
mo^ving historic artifacts
from t^wo shipwrecks in
t^he Channel Islands Na-
tional Park a^nd the
Channel Islands National
Marine Sanctuary.

Commerce Depart^ment
Administrative Law Judge
Hugh *Dolan assessed
penalties In the civil prose-
cution ranging from $1.000
to $100,000. It was the largest archaeological protection case in
U.S. history, in numbers of defendants—20—prosecuted success-
fully at one time on civil and criminal charges.

The cases resulted from undercover investiga^t^ions by two
Na^t^ional Park Service rangers on a charter boat out of Santa
Barbara. The defendants looted hundreds of ar^t^ifacts. Including
pieces of rigging, and copper plates from the wrecks of the *W^t^n^f^i^e^ld
Scot̂ t̂ , a gold rush-era vessel wrecked off *Anacapa in 1853, and the
*Co^ldenhom, which ground^ed of^f Santa Rosa Island in 1892. Many
of the artifacts have been recovered and turned over to the Na-
tional Park Service. The court decision concluded a Joint enforce-
ment e^ffort between *NOAA and the National Park Service. O

^Grim^o Does^n't Pay: Loo t̂ers at the Channel Islands
Marine *Sactuary were fined ̂ $13^2,000.



Early Snow for *NOAA Ship off Central American Pacific Coast
A *NOAA ship which
had been counting
porpoises o^f^f the
Pacî f îc *Nlcaraguan
coast, also came
across another
find—over a ton of
cocaine.

The crew of the
Dav îd Starr Jordan
noticed a box floating
100 miles off the
Central American
coast in mid-October,
and a^f^ter hauling it
in, found it contained
25 two-pound packets Things Go Better With Coke: A *NOAA ŝ hip fo^und ove r̂ a ton of cocaine w^hile counting porpoises in the Pacific.
of what later proved to
be 80 percent pure co^caine. A
total of 39 boxes were spotted

and brought aboard the ship,
resulting in a haul of 25 *pack-

*Commerce Medals Given to 12 *NOAA Employees
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Charles M. Fus^s, Jr.^,
*NMFS, St. Petersburg, ^Па.,
for outstanding contribu-
tions to the Fisheries
Enforcement Program in
eliminating major drug
smug^g^ling by fishing
vessels Into the United
States.

Wa^rren *T. *D^ewhurst.
*NOAA '̂s National Ocean
Service, for hî s contribu-
tions In geodesy, surveying
and mapping, particularly
research and development
of data transformations.

Donald Ma^x *Entrikin,
*NOAA^'s O^f^f^ice of Ad^mini-
strati^on, Kansas City, Mo.,
for leadership and commit-
ment to excellence ̂ in sup-
porting Depart^ment of
Commerce engineering
programs Including the

NWS modernization pro-
gram and the 1990 Cen-
sus Decennial.

Gl̂ en *W. Sampson and
Geor^ge N. Clark, NWS.
Salt Lake City. Utah,
recei^ved a Silver Medal as
a group award for the de^-^
velopment of a cost-
e^f^fect^ive, high resolution
and real-^t^ime satellite
imagery display and
distribution system for
weather service offices.

Employees at the NWS
Forecast Office at the U.S.
Virgin Islands and the
Weather Service Office in
Charleston, *S.C. received
Silver Medals as organiza-
tional awards for provid^ing
outstanding ser^vices to
the public during Hurri-
cane Hugo. О

*ets of the narcotic.
Da^vî d Star^r Jorda^n skipper

*Cdr. Gar^y *Albertson notified
the Paci^f^ic Marine Center in
Seattle, and the Jordan was
soon met by the Navy ship
^Q^u^ell^e^t and three Coast Guard
narcotic specialists, who took
the boxes for test^ing. О

T^we^n t̂y Named *Knauss
Fellows

Twenty ̂ f^inalists from a field
of 46 nominations have been
selected to receive the Dean
John A, *Knauss Marine Fellow-
ship given by the *NOAA-
*sponsored National Sea Grant
Fellows Program. The fellow^-^
ship, established In 1979 for
students ̂ in marine, ocean and
Great Lakes resources, is
named for *NOAA Administrator
John *Knauss. It matches
highly qualified graduate
students with sponsors in the
Legislative or Executive
branches of government or
Washington-area associations
for one-year fellowships. О

^Plea^se share thî s copy of *^NOAA ̂ R^eport
with ot̂ her̂ s In your of̂ f̂ ice.
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