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COMING UP

US-USSR Joint Committee on Cooperation in Ocean
Studies in Moscow, Leningrad and Crimea, USSR, Sept. 14-
22.

Sea Grant Site Visit Review in Seattle, Wash., Sept.
16-21; in Durham, N.H., Sept. 24-27; in Charlottesville,
Va., Sept. 25-27.

World Meteorological Organization Commission for
Basic Systems in London, England, Sept. 25-26.

Northwest Salmon to Be Studied:--A scientific survey by NOAA's
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) will conclude whether four
species of salmon in the Pacific Northwest should be protected
under the Endangered Species Act.

Several conservation groups assert that salmon runs on the
Columbia and Snake Rivers are threatened or endangered from over-
fishing, hydropower dams and water diversion for irrigation. Local
officials fear that iisting the salmon as endangered or threatened
could lead to restrictions on salmon fishing, a major part of the
northwest economy.

NMFS has nine months to determine whether to list the fish as
endangered or threatened, and another year to decide if the salmon
should be placed under federal protection.

The two rivars have found great use not just as fisheries but
as an important source of hydroelectric power, transportation,
irrigation, flood control and recreation.

NOAA Team Yisits Tornado Site:--A NOAA disaster assessment
team convened in Chicago last week to study how the National
Weather Service (NWS) responded to the severe thunderstorms and
tornadoes that struck portions of Illinois on August 28. The team
spent several days surveying the disaster areas of northern
Illinois, including the towns of Aurora, Plainfield, Crest Hill and
Joliet. Meteorological assessments of the storms are being made,
along with an evaluation of how NWS systems and personnel
performed, and their interaction with community organizations. a
survey report Dbheing prepared will provide team findings and
recommendations.
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Arctic Ozone Hole Larger Than Previously Thought:--A team of
researchers from NOAA, NASA and the University of Colorado has
shown that ozone depletion in the Arctic is more serious <than
previously thought, with some areas showing losses of 35 percent.

The measurements were taken by high-flying planes over the
Arctic during the winter of 1988-89. Past studies have shown Arctic
ozone depletion of ten to 25 percent.

Even so, the team says, that's better than the Antarctic,
where a ozone "hole" with 90 percent depletion was recorded.

Ozone shields the earth from the sun's harmful ultraviolet
radiation when it is found in the atmosphere. However, ozone at
ground level is a major part of smog, and can cause breathing
problems. Scientists 1link ozone depletion to the wuse of
chloroflurocarbons--chemicals found in refrigerants, solvents and
aerosol sprays.

Sea Lions Take Spotlight:--NMFS's Alaska Region culminated its
public information campaign about the threatened status of Steller
sea lions last week with the mailing of colorful posters to all
local harbormasters and fishing organizations, asking them to
protect the sea lions and advising them of the legal consequences
for unlawful takings. Previously, the region sent summaries of the
April 1990 emergency ruling to 19,000 commercial fishermen and
coordinated news releases and public service announcements with the
State of Alaska.

Some Tuna Imports Banned:--A federal court has banned the
importation of yellowfin tuna caught by some countries' purse seine
fishing fleets in the eastern tropical Pacific.

The U.S. District Court for the Northern District of
California issued the preliminary injunction against the U.S.
Department of Treasury. The action remains in effect until the
Secretary of Commerce can show that an exporting nation in the area
has a dolphin mortality rate no greater than double the U.S. tuna
vessel rate during the same time. In addition to the U.S., five
nations now operate tuna purse seine vessels in the eastern
Pacific--Ecuador, Mexico, Panama, Vanuatu and Venezuela.

At press time, NMFS -was planning to send information to the
Department of Treasury, which is responsible for enforcing the
embargo, showing that Mexico, Vanuatu and Venezuela meet the
standards set for importing, and that their tuna imports should be
allowed in the country. Imports from Panama, however, do not meet
the dolphin mortality standards, and should be banned, according to
NMFS data. Information on the fifth nation, Ecuador, is incomplete.

The U.S. received 58,137 tons of yellowfin tuna from these
nations in 1989, with a value of approximately $51.8 million.
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