
N^CAA ^Repo r̂t
April 22^, 1991

Dolphin Feeding Cruises Affected

Marine Mammal Feeding Ban
A Federal ba^n on human
feeding of wild marine mam-
mals took effect at midnight
last Friday.

*NOAA's move to outlaw the
practice is in response to the
rapid growth of so-called
"dolphin feeding^" cruises in the
south Atlantic and Gulf of
Mexico but will also cover the
feeding of wild sea lions along
the California coast, specifi-
cally in Monterey Bay.

The ruling was in response
to scientists' fears that feeding
marine mammals in the wild
will disrupt their natural eating
habits and have severe effects
on marine ̂ mammal popula-
tions. *NOAA, through its
National Marine Fisheries
Service, is charged under the
Marine Mammal Protection Act
*(MMPA) to ensure that human
activity does not harm marine
mammals.

Problems associated with the
feeding of dolphins and other

Sorry, Charlie: A Federal ban on the feeding of wild marine mammals will affect so-called dolphin
feeding cruises in t̂ he South Atl̂ an^t îc and Gulf of Mexico, as well as the feeding of wild sea lions on
the California coast.

marine mammals in the wild
include dependency on hu-
man-provided food, disrupting

*NOAA Scientists to Evaluate
New Weather Sensing Systems
An intensive, seven-week evaluation of how new remote
sensing systems in the central United States can be ex-
pected to contribute to improved weather forecasting will
begin this week in Oklahoma and Kansas.

Research aircraft, *Doppler *vided by wind profilers now
radars, mobile balloon launch
vehicles and a network of
automated surface weather
stations will be used in a
comparison with data pro-

being installed and several
Radio/Acoustic Sounding
Systems *(RASS) under devel-
opment.

c^ontinued on pag^e 2

their natural feeding habitats
and the timing of their normal
migrations. Wild marine mam-
mals that have been fed by
humans will also be encour-
aged to approach boats, in-
creasing the animals' chances
of colliding with them. Animals
that have learned to approach
vessels may also increase their
interaction with commercial
fishing vessels, resulting in
potential injury or entangle-
ment in fishing gear.

There has been no way to
control the quali^ty or type of

con t̂inued on page 4
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*Germanto^wn Fire Damage Pû t at *$1.5^M

Recent Disaŝ ters Off̂ er Lessons in Preparedness
Last month's ̂ f^ire at *NOAA^'s Management Service Center, In
*Germantown, Md., reached temperatures over 1000 degrees
and ^"melted everything,^" according to a *NOAA o^f^f^icial.

^The March 6 ̂ f^ir^e caused $1.5 area and general build^ing
million in damages, said Fra^nk
*DiGialleonardo. *NOAA '̂s Direc-
tor of Infor^ma^t îon Systems a^nd
Finance at a Commerce Dê -̂
par^t^ment seminar on the
lessons learned in light of this
and other recent disasters,
such as lightning striking the
Department of Agriculture
building across the Na^t^ional
Mall ̂ f^rom the Hoover Building,
where many of *NOAA's Wash-
ington employees are located.

*DiGialleonardo stress the
importance of having an *. *ga-
*nized disaster recovery plan.
^"Disasters don't just happen in
groups of three." he said. "The
truth of the matter is, you don't
know who it will happen to
next. All you can do is be
prepared and thus alleviate
unnecessary cos^tly and embar-
rassing situations.^"

The *NOAA fire caused exten-
sive damage to the file storage

structure. The building was
Immediately placed under the
control of the fire department

*^/ maintain current equipment
inventories

*^</ int^roduce recip^r^ocal arrange-
ments with organi^z^at^ions
having similar ne^twork systems

*^/ have access to train^ing
rooms as back up sites.

^'D^i^sas^t^ers don^'t ju^st happen in gro^ups of
thre^e^/ *DiGia^lleonardo said .̂ ̂ 'A^H ̂ you can do
is be prepared^.^*

which excluded *NOAA leader-
ship from re-entering the
building to a^ssess damage
until 24 hours after the f^ire
was out.

*DiGialleonardo said that a
simple checklist can help your
o^f^f^ice avoid the fate of the
*Germantown cente^r
^У test your disaster recovery

plan at least once a year
*^/ extend computer network

fac^ulties
*^/ keep Important phone num-

bers current and accessible
*^/ have a quick access to mobile

phones

*NOAA was lucky in many
respects, *DiGialleonardo noted.
No one was hurt and all elec-
tronic data was recovered.
However most historical data
was lost and current files were
destroyed. It took five working
days to restore management
finance operations elsewhere.

*DiGialleonardo added that
^f^ive days downtime is an unnec-
essary costly expense in addi-
tion to the tragedy of the ^f^ire.
Take it from e^xperience, there
is no time like the present to
plan for your future." he said. ^%

Scientists to ̂ Evaluate New Weather Sensing Systems
^con^t^in^u^e^d ̂ f^r^o^m ̂ р^я^д^е^)^

The new observational
systems data will be compared
with similar data from more
conventional sources to under-
stand the new systems '̂̂
strengths and limitations. The
evaluation will cover observed
winds—the primary function of
the wind pro^f^iler systems—
*RASS-collected temperatures,
measuring of upper air circula-
tion and other factors associ-
ated with a varie^t^y of meteoro-
logical phenomena.

A *NOAA *P-3 "hurricane

hunter" aircraft and a research
plane provided by the National
Science Foundation will collect
data near potentiall^y bad
weather in the area.

T^wo *NOAA mobile laborato-
ries from the severe storms
research facility in Norman
*Okla., will launch instru-
mented balloons from a variety
of ground locations in Okla-
homa and K^ansas; *Doppler
radars at Norman and
*Clmarron. *Okla., will sweep the
skies; and a *15-station net-
work of automated weather

stations provided by the Na-
tional Center for Atmosphe^r^ic
Research is being Installed to
collect surface^-level data.

The *^RASS ̂ instrumentation
^f^rom *NOAA's Wave Propagation
Laboratory will collect upper air
temperature data, complemented
by a mul^t^i-frequency microwave
radiometer gather^ing continuous
observations of water vapor and
cloud liquid. The informat^ion
provided by these instrument
systems also will be con^f^irmed by
^the more standard data-collec t̂̂ ion
processes. *^£^*
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A Piece of Histo r̂̂ y at the Bottom of the Cĥ annel
Somewhere off the coast of Cherbourg, on the French side of
the English Channel, the *USS *Kearsarge battled the CSS
A^l^ab^a^ma^, the most feared Confederate cruiser of the Civil
War. It was June 19, 1864—Lincoln was President—and the
A^laba^ma had been wreaking havoc on Union commerce all
over the world for two years.

The A^la^bama, however, wa^s^
hit, and began to sink. A
British sloop sailed in, picked
up the crew, and packed them

^The Alaba^ma would travel
the world, looking for Union
ships, ships flyi^ng the Ameri-
ca^n flag, and they would easily
overpower them, capture them,
and often set them afire. They
were heavily armed, much
more than the merchant
marine ships t^hey went after. If
a Union merchant vessel even
spotted a sail, even ̂ if they
knew the Alabama was on the
other side of the world, they'd
run. The Alabama was spotted
in more places than Elvis.
This,^" sa^id Dr. *Ervan Garrison,
a marine *archeologist with
*^NOAA's Nationa^l Ocean Ser-
vice, ̂ "got the Union fairly
concerned. So they sent the
*Kearsarge after the A^labama,
and the two had quite a little
battle in the Channel."

After two years of sailing all
over the globe, the mostly
British crew of the Alabama
was perhaps a bit too confi-
dent. As Englishmen and
Frenchmen lined up on either
side of the Channel to watch,
while smaller boats lined the
shores ̂ "just like in the
America's Cup." the two went
at it. Rafael *Seemes, the An-
napolis-trained commander of
the Alabama, let the *^Kearsarge
get in the first rounds. *Seemes
was also a fine writer. Garrison
noted, and left valuable jour-
nals. "He was quite a charac-
ter. If this had happened today,
he'd probably have a movie
deal."

off to England, where they
received a hero's welcome from
the Confederate-backing

and American officials to
advise on the operation.

"I sit in the second row and
whisper to the really important
people." he said modestly, ^"but
i^f I really wanted to. I could
dive down to the site."

Most of the Alabama is still
in good shape. Garrison said,
except for part of its side a^nd
the upper deck, its bow and
mast. ̂ "But from a video the
French shot in 1989, you can
see that the rudder's still there,

Alabama Getaway: The *USS *Kear̂ sarge and C^S^S Alabama fought starboard to starboard off
Cher^bourg, France, on June 19,1864. A *NOAA manne *archeolo^gist is part of a joint U.S.-Frenc^h^
mission ̂ t̂ o excavate t̂ he sunken Confe^derate raider.

British, thwarting the hopes of
the commander of the
*Kearsarge to capture them.
The threat of the Alabama,
which had haunted the Ameri-
can merchant fleet for so long,
was over.

The Alabama is still at the
bottom of the English Channel,
well-preser^ved by strong tides
and a 180-foot depth, which
have combined to limit divers'
opportunities. Now, the French
government is proposing an
extensive study of this infa-
mous shipwreck, and Dr.
Garrison is part of a team of
experts brought in by French

and so are the machinery and
the guns. The bell, however, is
another story."

The ship's bell had disap-
peared, and was found inexpli-
cably in a pub in one of the
British-owned Channel Is-
lands, nea^r the battle site,
where it was used to sound
last call each evening. It was
then sold to someone in the
United States. The government
sued for it, claiming it was
government property, "which is
ironic," Garrison said, "because

continued on pag^e 4
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The Watery French Grave of a Confederate Warship
co^n^tin^u^ed ̂ f^r^o^m p^a^g^e 3 what If it had?

It was from a Confederate
ship.^" The government won—
the bell ̂ is being returned, and
is slated to go to the Naval
Academy at Annapolis.

Garrison said he is Inter-
ested in the ̂ "nuts and bolts" of
the project, the small art^ifacts
that still remain on the Ala-
bam^a. ̂ "History is writ large.^"^
he said, "but archeology often
focuses on smaller aspects. For
example, the Alabama was two
years old when It fought the
*Kearsarge. Would a matchup
between the two ship two years
before, when the Alabama
wasn '̂t as battle weary as she
probab^ly was. have had a
different outcome? A large
shell from the Alabama was
found in the *K^earsarge, but
the fuse was so worn it didn't
explode. Why didn't it. and

"I want to reconstruct a
Confederate raider, and find
out what the crew had with
them. How was a British tar
different from an American
seaman. When the Americans
were bored they made
scrimshaw. Few sailors could
read back *then-^^what did the
British do? What did they eat
and drink, and how did they
cook?"

With *NOAA since January
1990, and formerly on the
faculty at Texas *A&M Univer-
sity. Garrison inherited the
archeologica^! responsibi^lities
for the ̂ [/SS Monitor sanctuary,
which is administered by
*NOAA. The two ships, though
contemporaries, are very
different.

"The Alabama was the e^qual
of the Mon^i^tor, but the Mon^i^tor.

the icon of the Union naval
forces in the Civil War, was
real^t^y the first modern warship.
It was ug^ly but e^f^fective," he
said. The Alabama fits the
image of a true 19th century
warship...and it went down
with its gu^ns blazing." *^@

Marine Mammal Feeding
co^n^t^inued ̂ fro^m p^ag^e 1

food or other harmful items
that may be given to the
animals in the wild. Histori-
cally, wild animals have
become ill or died from
readi^ly ingesting foreign
objects that were given to
them by humans.

Penalties for violations of
the Marine Mammal Protec-
tion Act can include fines up
to $20,000 and/or one year
in prison. *^£^%
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