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*^R^esearchers
*^Count *Fish

*Computer
*method *that *can *provide

*and *rapid *estimates *of
*^f^ish *stock *populations

*^,n^8 *a *computeri^zed, *hydro-
*^Rustic *system *has *been *de-
*^t^£^'°P^ed *by *a *Sea *Grant *team *at

*l^e *^University *of *Washingto^n.
*^Cappi^ng *a *^sjx.year *effort

*^£^C^ke^d *by *NOAA *throu^gh *its
*l *Sea *Grant *Pro^gram, *the

*n^gton *re^searcn *te^am *^nas *^d^e-*an *acoustic *system *con-
*of:
*10 *soun^ders *t^hat *transmit
*pulses *and *receive *echoes

*the *fish;
*^computer *system *which

*verts *the *fish *echo *data *into
*^"^'^'^mates *of *fish *populations,

*1^8 *used *either *on *ships *to
*^Y^^^uce *"real *time" *information

*^•^j^*^7 *^U^sh *abundance, *or *in *th^e *lab-
*^С^Ы1 *^w^ne^r^e *^it *processes *data

*^ected *on *tape *record^ers *at

*(Con^ti^n^ue^d *on *^pa^ge *^2^)

*Cooordination
*^Dr^*ft *Regulations

*Published
*Office *of *Coa^stal *Zone

*nt *has *published *for
*draft *r^egulations *on

*^t^>^ee

 *Coo^rdination *required *be-
*i^n *^л *^8^jate *^and *Federal *agencies
*^Pr0 *^' *^D^evelopment *by *states *of
*^c^oa^st *i^"^1^8 *for *mana^ging *their

*^^^£^al *^zones.
*^'^i^sh^c^^^;^- *^^ra^ft *regulations, *pub-
*^^ *^'n *the *Federal *Register *on
*^k *^о^гцагу *^(*^

*^«^g^c^n^„. *^P^anng *programs *the *state
*^°^'fi^c^e *^:i *,con^t^a^ct *^each *Federal
*^aff^.^.. *^whose *intere^sts *may *be

*^^^e^d *by *the *plan.
*t^h^e *^' *re^g^ulation^s *also *discuss
*^^^ОАдГ°се8^8 *to *be *fo^Uowed *by
*^g^r^a^m^^ *In *^<ts *review *of *state *pro-
*^Э^Д^ь^^^8 *^'ог *compliance *wit^h^

*of *^t^"^6 *Coastal *Zone *Man-
*Act. *If *a *program

*^4 *^d^r"f *^t0 *ComP^'y *^^th *the *Act,
*^! *environmental *impact

*^J^F^rn^ent *would *be *pre^pared *by
*^D^t0

 *^A *^a^r^»^d *sent *out *^with *the
*8ed *pro^gram *to *each

*(Continued *on *page *2^)

RECEIVI^NG THE *FLEMMING AWARD i^g Dr. Dou^gl̂ as *H.
*Sarge^ant (l^e^ft), Director of *^NOAA^'s World Weather Pro^gram Of^f^ice.
Al^so ^sho^wn are Peter *J. Williams, Chair^man of the Arthur *S.
*Fleraming Commi^ssion; Dr. *Flemming, who pre^sented the Awards;
and Secretary of Labor Peter *J. *Brennan.

Other *^Flemming Awar^d winners among *NOAA per^sonnel and
former *NOAA ^personnel, in a^ddition to those mentioned in previous
i^ssues, are:

—Dr. Jame^s *W. Miller, Deput^y Director of Manned Undersea
Science and Technolog^y in the Of^f^ice of Marine Resource^s, who
receive^d a 1966 Award for work while he was with t^he O^ffice of
^Naval Research;

-Dr. James *R. Wait, Director of *^ERL's Theoretical Studies Group
in Boulder, Colo., who receive^d a 1963 Award for his work in the
National Bureau of Stan^dard^s' In^sti^tute for Telecommunication
Science^s and *Aeronomy.

-Dr. Leroy R. *Alldre^dge, former Director of *^ERL's Earth Sciences
Laboratorie^s (19^49). Dr. *Alldredge i^s now with the ^D.S. Geological
Survey in Lakewood, Colo.

—Harold *L. G^oo^dwin, former Deputy Director of ^the Office of Sea
Grant (1953). He retired last year.

New Freedom of Information
Amendments in Effect

The new amendment^s to the
Freedom of Information Act are
in effect, and a *NOAA interim
direc^t^ive is being is^sued to pro-
vide guidance to employ^ees for
handling re^quests for information
and records covered by the
l^egislation.

*"NOAA policy will be to co-
operate fully ^with the spirit, as
well as the letter, of the new
amendments," said Dr. Robert
*M. White, *NOAA Administrator.
"Our mission is to serve the
public in a wide variety of ways,
and we have always *strived to
provide as much assistance and
information a^s possible^, some-
times even beyond the degree re-

quired by legi^slation such as the
Freedom of Information Act."

Under the new legislation,
ag^ency officials can be held
per^sonally respon^sible, and sub-
ject to d^isciplinary action, for
acting arbitrarily or capriciously
in improperly withholding or de-
laying release of certain informa-
tion.

A primar^y feature of the new
am^end^ments is a requirement
that all requests for information
or records covered under the Act
be responded to in 10 working
days. It i^s therefore vital that
everyone receiving a request for
records or i^nf^or^mati^o^n under the

(Con^t^inued on page 2)

Prototype
Operational
Buoy Developed

Five years of work in the de-
velopment of deep ocean moored
buoys that automatically supply
environmental data for improved
weather forecasting will culmi-
^nate in mid-1975 with the de-
ployment of a prototype opera-
tional environmental buoy in the
Gulf of Alaska.

The 60-ton, 33-foot (10
meter) discus prototyp^e buoy,
being built by General Dynamics,
will be delivered to the *NOAA
Data Buoy Office, in Bay St.
Louis, Miss. It wil^l become the
forerunner of a series of o^pera-
tional buoys that will b^e de-
ployed off the United States'
coasts to furnish to t^he mete-
orological community environ-
mental data from storm-spawning
ocean areas.

*NDBO D^irector James *W.
Winchester said, "the automatic
environmental data buoy is a
complementary system to many
ty^pes of platforms includin^g^
satellites, aircraft, ^ships and fixe^d^
platforms, each with its own
advantages and limitations.
Through the use of advanced
technology the data buoy is now
well suited for the acquisition of
marine environmental data."

He added that the prototype
operational buoy is the culmina-
^t^ion of a systema^t^ic approach to
develop a data acquisition system
capable of surviving severe
weather in deep ocean areas and
providing real time informa^t^ion
to aid weather foreca^sting and
storm ^warning activities.

^Leading to its procurement
has be^en the testing at sea of six
larg^e experimental buoys in the
Gulf of Mexico, the North At-
lantic, the northeast Pacific and
the Gulf of Alaska. Smaller
buoys, both sta^t^ionary and
drifting, have also been tested
off U.S. shores, including the
Arctic, and have supplied some
of the technolog^y incorporat^ed
into the prototype design.

Plans are to purchase five
more of the buoys for deploy-
ment in 1976 off the West Coast
and the Gulf of Alask^a, an area
where much of the weather
affecting the United State^s is
formed.



*NOAA Men Elected American Meteorological Society Fellows

Dr. *Townsend *Mr. *Bigler *Mr. *Conner *Mr. *Denney *Mr. *Fawcett *D^r. *Frank *Dr. *McQui^g^g

^Eight *NOAA m^en were amon^g^
22 p^ersons rece^ntly elected a^s^
Fellows of the American Mete-
orological So^ciety by the *AMS
Council in reco^gnition of their
o^utstandin^g contribution^s to the
science or application of mete-
orolog^y, climatology, or other
areas of atmospheric science over
a substantial ^period of years.

They are:

^—Dr. John *W. *Townsend, Jr.,
*NOAA^'s Associate Administrator;

—Stuart G. Bi^gler, Director of
the National Weather Service
Alaska Region , Anchorage,
Alaska;

—*W. Clyde Conner, who re-
^t^ir^ed recently as Meteorologist in
^Charge of the National Weather
^Service ^Forecast Office in New

Orleans, La.;
^—William *J. *Denney, Leading

Fore^caster at *WSFO San Fran-
cisco, in Redwo^od City, Calif.;

—Edwin *B. *Fawcett, Director
of the Forecast Division at the
National Meteorological Center,
*Suitland, Md.;

-Dr. Neil *L. Frank, Director
of the NWS National Hurricane
Cent^er in Miami, Fla.^;

*Dr. *LaVoie

^-Dr. Ronald *L. *LaVoie,
tor of the Environmental *^M^"^^^
*ification Office in the *Offi^c^f *^"^j^
Environmental Monitoring *^a^l^>^

Prediction; and

-Dr. James *D. *M^cQu^$j
Director of the *Environm^f^'1^',^'^
Data Service^'s Center for *^"*^
*matic and Environmental Ass^« '̂^5^*'
ment at Columbia, Mo.

NWS Publishes
Gulf Stream News

*"^gulfstream^" is the new Na-
^t^ional ̂ Weather Service title for
"The Gulf Stream Monthly Sum-
mary," formerly published by
the Naval Oc^éanographie Office.
The publication includes Gulf
Stream position at the be^gi^nnin^g^
and end of each month, histor-
ical me^an po^sition of the stream,
month ly mean S^ea Surface
Temperature *(SST), *SST anom-
alies, and selected bathythermo-
graph traces. Each month a
special article is included on re-
search or interes^t^ing data on the
Gulf Stream.

Contributions should be sent
to M^s. Diane *Moravek, ^Editor,
*"gulfstream,^" Na^t^ional Weather
Ser^vice *W161, 8060 13th St.,
Si^lver Sprin^g, *Md. 20910.

Ms. *Morav^ek will also supply
information on s^ubscriptions,
which are available through the
*GPO, Washington, *D.C. 204^02.

Inspection Underway
L i e u t e n a n t Thomas * W .

Richards, Chief of the Seattle-
ba^sed Pacific Tide Party, and
Mickey *K. Moss^, Assistant Chief,
are enga^ged in a 10-week inspec-
^t^ion and main-
tenance pro-
^gram of the
N a t i o n a l
Ocean Survey^'s
tide network
and the Na-
tional Weather
S e r v i c e s '
tsunami gages
in the Paci^f^ic.
T h e a n n u a l
p r o ^ g r a m ,
*whic^f^i w i l l *^Lt. R^ichards
take them to the i^sla^nds of
*Oahu, *Mokuoloe, *N^awiliwili,
*Kah i i i u i , Hawa i i , M i d w a y ,
Johns ton , Canton, American
Samoa^, Western Samoa, *Kwaja-
*^f^ein, *Truk, Guam, *Koror, Okin-
awa, Yap and Wake, is slated to
be completed March 27.

MIT Awarded Atmospheric Research Grant
A $15,600 grant for research

on r e l a t i o n s h i p s b e t w e e n
cumulus-cloud *updrafts, precipi-
tation distribution, and weather-
radar ref lect iv i ty has been
awarded to the Massachusetts In-
s t i t u t e of Te^chnology in
Cambrid^ge, Mass., by the En-
vironmental Research Labora-
tories.

Grant recipient is Dr. Pauline
*M. Austin of MIT's Department
of Meteorology, who will super-
vise research carried out by Man
Kong *Yau, a ^graduate student in
the same department.

The MIT scientists plan to
make a series of computations
using a kinematic cumulus c^ell
model, based partly on tech-
niques developed by Dr. Edwin
*Kessler, Director of *ERL's Na-
^t^ional Severe Storms Laboratory
in Norman, *Okla., who will
monitor the project.

Mr. *Yau will use a three-
dimension^al mathematical model
of the circulation within a
cumulus cloud, varying wind
shear, *updraft speed an^d slope,
and configuration of the down-
draft. The ^growth of raindrops
and other precipitation particles
within the cloud ^will be *simula-

*A DE^PAR^T^MENT OF COM-
^MERCE BRONZE MEDAL wa^s^
^pre^sented to William A. *Drebert,

for 26 years
of superior
public ^service
as a Lead
Foreca^ster at
the Boston Na-
^t^ion^al Weather
Service Fore-
ca^st O^ffice."
Mr. *Drebert,
who r^etired re-
cently, ^serve^d^
h i s e n t i r e
3 2 - y e a *r
Federal career with the NWS in
Bo^ston.

ted following the technique pro-
posed by Dr. *Kessler, but with
more refined size categories for
more realistic simulation of the
growth processes. Results of the
computations ^will b^e compared
wi th radar measurements in
actual *convective showers and
thunderstorms.

*CZM Coordination
Draft Regulations
(Co^nti^nued ^from pa^ge I^)
Federal a^ge^ncy presumed to be
affected by it. The Federal
offices wo^uld have 45 days in
which to comment.

The regulations further pro-
pose procedures by which serious
disputes between states and
Federal agencies involving state
programs would be resolved. If
this cannot be accomplished by
*NOAA, the dispute would b^e^
mediated by the Administrator
of *NOAA in cooperation with
the Executive Office of the Presi-
dent.

Deadline for comments on the
draft regulations is March 30,
1^97^5.

Freedom
Of Information
(Contin^ue^d f^rom page I^)^
Act immediately forward it to
the head of their Primary Organ-
ization Element (POE) (or that
person's dési^gnée) for processing.
Speci f ic procedures to be
followed, as well as provision^s^
for time extensions and appeals,
are detailed in the interim direc-
tive. Any questions which remain
unanswered may be directed by
the POE head (or dési^gnée) to
t^he Administrative Do^cumenta-
tion Officer (AD 161), *NOAA
Headquarters, *Ro^ckville, *Md.
20852. Phone (301) 496-8193.

Fish Counted
By Computer
(Continued from page *Ì)

The National Marine Fish^e^r^"'^*^
Service is now using the sop^ì^"^,^
*^t^icated aco^ustic ^gear for *surv^e^>^^^
of hake stocks off the *^P^*ct

^l^o^
Coast and plans to use i^t ^v^
assess herring and pollock *^"*^
Alaska.

Dr. Stanley *R. Murphy of ^К^
University of Washington *M^a^f^J^/^
Acoustics Group and leader ^Л^
the Sea Grant research team *^f^j^[^
"standard instruments still *^c^\^
be used effe^ctively by fisher^«1 *,*
and scientists to estimate *^g^f^y^
abundance or general locan^o^" *t*
fish stocks, but they are *^f,(
reliable enough for ^scien^t^'.*^\*^
m a n a g e m e n t of many
stocks."

A primary benefit of the *^n'
acoustic system is that it ̂ all^" i
much more timely a ŝ̂ seŝ sî n^g^
than traditional methods su^d1 *^^*^
tagging or analysis of the *^t^»^
data of commer^cial fishing *^f^l^c^'^i^
Traditional assessment m^et^!^" *|*
are often so time-consumin^g *'^L.
by the time effective *ma^'^i^a^l^L^
ment plans can be institut^e^d *^j^,^
fish stock in question is ^ai^r^''^1^',^,,
in danger of being seriou^sly
*pleted.

*noaa *weeK
Published weekl^y ̂ at *Rockville, ̂ M^d.^. *^^*^

the Offic^e of Public Affairs *fo< *^j*^
info^r^mation of emplo^y^e^es of the Co^r^n^"1^6 *^j*^
D ^ e p a r t m e n t ' s Nat ional Oceani^c * ^ 8 * ^

At^mospheric Administration.
Articles to he considered for pu^bli^c^3 ^$^

should be submitted a^t least ̂ a *^w^e *^.i^g^C^
ad^vance to *NOAA ^W^e^e^k, Roo^m 22^1. *^"^j^
5, Office of Public Affairs, ^N^at1^"^'^,^,^.^
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administ^r^é^
*Rock^ville, *^Md. 20852. *^м

*^NOAA ^Week reserves the right t^o *^"^" *^ji
c o r r e c t i o n s , changes or *deleti^o^nS^A^~^
submitted copy in conformity *^w^i^'^11^!^
policies of the paper or the Administr^a.^..^. I

Catherine *S. *Cawley, ̂ Editor
Anna V. ̂ Fel^ler, Art Director



^C^harting Program Honor Roll
^Por 1974 Is Announced

Six Fish Posters Weather Data

^'AA has announced ̂ the *an-
*^, Honor Rol^l o^f U.S. Power
*^.^u^a^drons districts, squadrons,

*^mdividuals that contributed
*most *cnar^* correction items

1974 for the naut^ical *co-
—.^o charting program,

^mi^f^f *^j°tal *of *235 ^squadrons *sub-
*^^^t^t^ed 19,374 ^suggestions for *re-
*^n^i^i^m^h^8 *°Г *additions, the largest
*V^e *^"^ue.r ^submitted in any one

*^a^r since the initiation of the
*^P *^^am in 1962.
*^L *^he honor roll was prepared
Joh^n *^c,^?mm^ittee headed by *Capt.
*^tb^T ^S^' *Boyer' *former Chief of
*^^ National Ocean Survey's
*^c|i.^j *^e Chart Division, and in
*^С^а^д^"п^в Rear *Comdr. William *T.
01^*^1.̂ *' ^National Chairman, *Co-
*^US ^T *Chart^in^g Committee,
*^Ri^r^i^, *^io^we^r Squadrons; *Capt.
^«n^e ̂ r^u *H- ̂ Mou^ld^er, Chief, *Ma-
*^Q *^^^hart Div^i^sion; and Herman

^Anderson, Chief of the

*^°r^- ̂ Gentry Retires
of *^,L *^": Cecil Gentry, Dir^ector
*| ^i Environmental Research
*^R^e^^orat^ories^' National Hurricane
*^C^a^Ki ^Laborator^y in Coral
h ^ a ^ « ^ ' ^ 8 ^ ' ^ П ^ а . ^ ,

*s

*ic

^i l

*^ejj^^^\^

*^^^l^&^r^v^*^*^^
bulk
*pio-

*hurri-

*h^e

Sln,ce *1966

*t^|v *°^J^^^c^t *Stormfury—a *^coopera-
* D ^ c f e n s e ( N a v y ) a n d

*vros^A *^D^epartme^nt *project
*t^e^ch *^Roa' *^'^" *tne *^development *of
*^struc^t^'4 *'les *for *blunti^n^& *the *de-*c^t^*^Uv^e *force *of *hurricanes.

d i v i s i o n ' s Chart Information
Branch.

On the honor roll are:
-Districts: 3, 4, ̂ 5^, 6, 16, 20,

21, 22, 23, 25, and 27.
— Squadrons: Shrewsbur^y,

Richm^ond, Buffalo, *Swiftwater,
Red J a c k e t , Poverty Bay,
Chicago, Fox Valley, *Skokie
Valley, Du Page, Illinois Valley^,^
Houston, Beaumont, Dallas,
*Galveston, Ft. Myers, Jackson-
v i l l e , Banana River, Diablo,
M a r i n , ^Oakland, Sacramento,
Charlotte, *Fayetteville, Ra^leigh,
Cape Lookout, Durham and
*Kinston.

— I n d i v i d u a l s : Forrest *T.
*Seargent, Robert *L. Gray,
Hendrik L. *VandeWoestyne, M.C.
*Goddard, *Myer Klein, Joy *H.
*Dunlap, Richard *E. *Bolen,
Clarence E. *Pomeroy, Lutz
*Hapke, Stanley *Zielin^ski, Ray-
mond Miller^, Mike *D. *Wesner,
Marvin *M. *Lippencott, Robert *J.
^Kronenberg, Edgar *L. *Coleman,
Cecil *L. Griffin, Paul *H. Dane,
W i l l i a m *Kalway, Wallace *W.
Dunning, Robert S. Hudgins, Ira
*M. *Schey, Jr., Richard *W.
*Pritchard, Julius Nelson, Geor^ge
*E. *Keenan, James *R. *Athey,
Louis *J. Gale, *Soren *M. *Dahl,
Raymond *Snyder, Richard A.
*St^effey, and Raymond Mein tyre.

*LSC Hosts EPA Ship
The Lake Survey Center

Engineering Divi^sion's new ma-
rine base at Monroe, Mich., is
playing host to it^s first gue^st. It
^i^s providing mooring faciliti^es, as
^well a^s a ^po^wer installation, for
the Environmental Protection
Agency ' s 123-foot Research
Vessel Ro^ger Simon. The vessel^,^
which has a nine-man crew, will
b^e stationed at the base for the
^winter.

*t^h^e *^^^jP^ants in Weather R^adar Course (Local Use) No. 21, held at
*^Q^K, *^'^a^t^ìonal Weather Service Technical Training Center in Kansas
*Т^ц^/*^' *^Mo^-, recently were (^front row, ^from left) *Melvin Reed, *WSO
*^ß^ac^n^" *°^Ыа.; Wayne E. *Hillman, *WSFO Sioux Falls, *S.Dak.; Allen *C.
*^N^c^h *^V^WSFO *Topeka, *Kans.; Francis *L. *ZiUins, *WSO *Muskegon,

*^p^n *^V'enn *C^- *TraPP^' *^ws^o ̂ Co^rpus Christi, Tex.; James *J. Corcoran,
*cl^T *^Louisville, *Ky.; Paul A. Montgomer^y, *WSFO Cleveland, Ohio;

*^J^°^w, ̂ from left) Joel *Wertman, Instructor, Thomas *E. *Dorsey,
*,^u^u^luth, Minn.; Fre^derick *H. Day, *WSO *Sault *Ste. Marie, Mich.;

*^'^*^J *^D. B^ell, *WSO Columbus, Ohio; Evan *L. *McCoUy, *WSO Ft.
*^B> ̂ Ind.; Ja^mes P. *Speray, *WSO Baton Rouge, La.; Ralph *Tice,

^"^«^or, and Frank *Dillenkoffer, Instructor.

Now Available
The sixth in a series of posters

depicting marine life in coastal
waters has been i^ssued by
*NOAA.

T h e f o u r - c o l o r poster,
*Mollusks and Crustaceans of the
Coastal U.S., displays 60 species
of shellfish that are or have bee^n^
important to food and recrea-
tional fisheries of the United
States. The common and sci-
entific names of each shellfish
are listed, each is keyed to in-
dicate if it is found on the
Pacific Coast or the Atlantic and
Gulf ar^eas, and artwork shows its
natural habitat.

Developed by Bob E. Finley,
Director of th^e National Fishery
Education Center in Chicago, 111.,
the *30-inch-wide by *48-inch-long
charts are printed on washable,
non-glare, *plastici^zed paper that
hangs flat agai^nst a surface with-
out curling.

Copies may be obtained from
Government bookstores and the
Superintendent of Documents,
^Washington, *D.C. 20402, for
$3.20.

Fishes of the Great Lakes may
be obtained for $2.65, and Ma-
rine Fishes of the North At-
lantic, Marine Fish^es of the
North Pacific, Marine Fi^shes of
the California Current and Ma-
rine Fishes of the Gulf and
South Atlantic cost $2.80.

Home Ports Listed
*NOAA Fleet's 25 ships are

based at nine ports, nine in
Seattle, Wash.; seven in Norfolk,
Va.; three in Miami, Fla.; and
one each in *Pascagoula, Miss.;
Woods Hole, Mass.; Honolulu,
Hawaii; San Diego, Calif.; Sandy
Hook, N.J.; and *Auke Bay,
Alaska.

*NOAA Participates
In Seattle Boat Show

After an abs^ence of about
seven years, *NOAA participated
in the recent Seattle Boat Show.
Previous attempts to exhibit at
the show during that time were
unsuccessful due to a critical
shortag^e of display spac^e.

Equipment
Discussed

Information on development
and use of equipment for collec-
^t^ing weather information was ex-
changed by representatives from
the Canadian Atmo^spheric En-
vironmental Service *(AES) and
the Nationa^l Weather Service on
February 20-21 at NWS Head-
quarters in Silver Spring, *Md.

*R.E. *Vockeroth, Director of
the Atmospheric Instrument^s^
Branch, headed the *AES delega-
^t^ion, which included Herman
*Gerger, *W.L. Clink, and *L.R.
Stevens of his staff.

Dr. *W.H. Klein, Acting Direc-
tor of the Techniques Develop-
ment Laboratory, and *Merritt N.
Tech^ier, Associate Director^,^
Technical Services, co-hosted the
meetin^gs, and a total of 24 *SDO
and Office of Technical Services
e x p e r t s participated in the
di^scu^ssions.

Each Service told of its activ-
ities in surface observing systems,
including automatic weather sta-
tions, upper-air ob^s^erving sys-
tems, and radar systems. The
goal of ma^ximum feasible auto-
ma^t^ion of all the^se ^systems was
evident in all discu^s^sions. Both
Services are incorporating each
other's ^significant developm^ents
where po^ssible.

This was the third in a series
of such meetings, held alter-
nately on a biannual basis at
*AES and NWS headquarters to
exchan^ge information about new
technological developments and
to coor^dinate mutual observing
net^work equipment problems.
This year's meeting also was the
last in a ^series of sequen^t^ial
mee^t^ings in the *D.C. area during
February, the others being the
Am^erican Meteorolo^gical Soci-
ety'^s Third Symposium on In-
struments and Methods of Ob-
servation, and the World Mete-
orological Organi^za^t^ion's Tech-
nical Conference on Automatic
Meteorological Systems.

The booth was coordinated by
the Pacific Marine Center, and
^m^anned by Na^t^ional Ocean Sur-
vey, Na^t^ional Weather Service,
and National Marine Fisheries
Service personnel.



Current Vacancies in *NOAA
To in^sure th^at *NOAA emplo^yees ^are aware of job po^ssibili^t^i^e^s^

throu^ghout t^he a^gency, a li^st of current *NOAA-wide vacancie^s is
pu^bli^s^hed belo^w. Employee^« intere^sted in ^any of the li^st^ed vac^ancies

should cont^act their ̂ s^ervicin^g p^er^sonn^el o^ffice for information^^.^*^
w^here to apply.

A^nnounce- Position
ment No. Title

^451-75 Fish^er^y Marketing S^pecialist
455-75 *Supv. Meteorologist
456-75 *Supv. Hy^drolo^gist
463-75 Fishery Biolo^gist
465-75 Pro^gram Analyst
466-75 ^Genera^l Physical ^S^cientist
468-75 *Supv. R^esearch Ch^emist
469-75 Staf^f Sp^ecialist
470-75 Meteorolo^gical Tech.
471-75 Electronics Tech.
472-75 Meteorologist
473-75 *S^upv. Research Chemist
457-75 Fi^sher^y Biolo^gist
475-75 Chemist
476-75 Meteorologica^l Tech.
478-75 Meteorolo^gist
474-75 General Physical Scientist
477-75 Equipment S^pec.
479-75 Fishery Biologist

Grade

*GS-9
*GS-14
*GS-14
*GS-13
*^CS-12
*GS-15
*GS-13
*GS-12
*GS-9
*GS-11
*GS-14
*GS-13
*GS-12/13/14
*GS-13
*GS-10
*GS-14
*GS-13
*GS-9
*GS-13

*MLC

*NMFS
NWS
NWS
*NMFS
*HD^QS
*HD^QS
*NMFS
*N^MFS
^NWS
NWS
NWS
*NMFS
*NMFS
NO^S
NWS
NWS
NOS
NWS
*NMFS

Location

Little Rock^, Ark.
Kan^sas City, Mo.
Kansas City, Mo.
Washin^gton, *D.C.
*Rockville, *Md.
Rock ville, *Md.
Colle^g^e Park, *Md.
Chic^ago, HI.
Bismarck, *N.D.
*Volens, Va.
Washington, *D.C.
College Park, *Md.
Seattl^e, Wash.
Washington, *D.C.
Kan^sa^s Cit^y^, Mo.
New Orleans, La.
*Rock^ville^, *Md.
Kansas Ci^ty, Mo.
Washington, *D.C.

Issue
Date

2-19-75
2-20-75
2-20-75
2-21-75
2-21-75
2-21-75
2-26-75
2-26-75
2-26-7^5
2-26-75
2-26-75
2-28-75
2-15-75
3-5-75
3-5-75
3-5-75
3-5-75
3-5-75
3-5-75

Clo^sing
Date

3-12-^7^5
3-13-^7^5
3-1^3-7^5
3-14-75
3-14-7^5
3-1^4-7^5
3-1^9-^75
3-19-75
3-1^5-75
3-15-75
3-15-7^5
3-21-7^5
9-14-75
3-19-75
3-19-7^5
3-19-7^5
3-26-7
3-26-7^5
3-26-75

Loss of Coverage Under *FEHB Program Discontinued Service
If you lose eligibility for coverage under the Federal Employee

Health Benefit^s Program *(FEHB), you should receive a notice of
termination of enrollment (Standard Form 2810) from your
employing office.

Your health benefit^s coverage will continue temporarily for 31
days after your enrollment ends for any reason except voluntary
cancellation on your part. This temporary extension is without cost
to you. The same temporary extension also appli^e^s to any family
member who loses coverage under your enrollment other than by
^yo^u^r voluntary cancellation or change to a "Self Only" enrollment.

A space is provided on the back of the *SF-2810 for your use in
applying dir^ectly to your plan for a *nongroup contract. This is
termed a "conversion contract." It is a valuable ri^ght of any person
whose coverage has been terminated for any reason other than
volunt^ary cancellation or chan^ge in e^nrollment to "Self Only." If you
do not receive such a notice within 31 days after your enrollment
terminates, a^sk your servicing personnel office to furnish one.

When a member of y^our family is no longer eli^gible for th^e group
plan in which you ar^e enrolled (^example: child reaches age 22), that
family member is entitl^ed to convert to a *nongroup contract. (Your
employing office does not notify you when a family member lose^s^
eligibility.) Therefore, when this occurs, and if you are interest^ed in
converting, promptly apply to the neares^t office of the plan in which
you are enrolled for information about a *nongroup contract for that
family member.

Written application for a conver^sion to a *nongroup contract
normally mu^st be made and the first premium paid to the c^arrier of
your group plan within 31 days after eligibility to continue coverage
in the group plan ends. A converted *nongroup contract becomes
effective at the end of the 31st day of the temporary extension of
coverage (described above).

Many plans provide less benefits under the converted *non^eroup
contract than under the Federal employees group plan, and th^e^
premium rates are usually more expensive. There will, of course, be
no Government contribution to the cost of the *nongroup conversion
contract. If you need to know the benefits and cost of the conv^erted
*nong^roup contract, get in touch with the plan in which you are
enrolled.

Dues Withholding Reminder
*NOAA employee^s who have authorized allotments for the payment

of union due^s are reminded that their allotments may/will be
terminated for, among others, the following reasons:

1. When reque^sted by an employee; effective twice a year, at the
b^eginning of the pay period following either March 1 or September 1.

2. Movement to an organizational component not represented by
the union to which an employee i^s currently paving dues; effective
immediately. Action will be initiated by Personne^l Division *(AD421).

3. Promotion to a supervisory position; effective immediately.
Action will be initiated by Personnel Division *(AD421).

*Retirement
*Since *NOAA *Personnel *has *recently *receive^d *several *inquiries

*"discon^t^inued *^service *r^etirement,^" *information *on *the *subject *foll^oV^\^i^
*The *phrase *"discontinued *service *retirement" *means *involun^w^

*sep^arations *of *employee^s *through *no *fault *of *their *own. *^.
*Definition *of *Involuntary *Separation *-The *term *involun^W^Ï^-^

*^s^epara^t^ion *mea^ns *any *separation *again^st *the *will *and *without *^f'l
*con^sent *of *the *employee, *other *than *sep^aration *for *cause *on *ch^a^T^f.^f^
*of *misconduct *or *delinquenc^y. *Examples *are: *Reduc^t^ion-in-For^^^
*(RIF), *aboli^shment *of *position, *or *liquidation *of *an *office *or *a^g^e^n^C^]^j

*Eli^gibility— *An *employee *under *the *retirement *system *wh^o *^'*^
*involuntarily *separated *from *the *service *i^s *entitled *to *an *imme^d^'^"^
*annui^ty *if *he *or *she: *^.

*1. *has *been *employed *under *the *retirement *system *for *at *leas^t *^"^L^
*year *within *the *two-year *peri^od *immediately *preceeding *^'*^
*separation *on *which *t^he *annuity *is *based, *and

*2. *meets *either *of *the *following *minimum *requi^rements: *.1^,
*a. *atta^inment *of *age *50 *and *completion *of *20 *years *of *credi^t^*^5^

*service, *including *^f^ive *years *of *civilian *service^; *. *^.^_
*b. *regardless *of *age, *has *completed *25 *years *of *creditable *se^P^"^

*including *^f^ive *years *of *civil^ian *service. *.^^
*Reduction *in *Annuit^y *for *Early *Retirement-lf *the *re^O^

*employee *i^s *under *age *55, *the *basic *annui^ty *rate *is *reduced *by *1/
*1 *percent *for *each *full *month *(2 *percent *a *year) *that *he *or

*^j^,

*under *ag^e *55. *The *annuity *rate *so *determined *will *not *be *incr^«^
*when *the *annuit^ant *r^eaches *a^ge *55.

*Que^stions *and *An^swer^s *About *"^Discontinued *Servic^e *R
*Q. *Is *a *resi^gnation *ever *considered *a^s *an *involuntary *separation
*A. *Yes, *in *a *few *instances *such *a^s *when *a^n *employee *ге

*b^ecau^se *his *or *her *office *is *moving *to *a *distant *location *and *he *o^f^
*i^s *unable *to *move, *or *^when *an *employee *resigns *after *he *of
*received *a *reduction-in-fo^r^ce *no^t^ice.

*Q. *When *does *the *a^nnuity *start *for *an *employee *retiring
*"discon^t^inued *service *re^t^irement?^"

*A. *Annui^ty *begins *on *the *day *after *separation *from *service, *^o*^
*the *day *after *the *employee^'s *pay *status *terminated *and *he *or *she *^^*^
*the *service *requirements. *^»

*Q. *What *is *the *procedure *to *follow *if *an *employee *is *con^sideri^'^1^'^
*"discontinued *service *retirement?^" *' *^^

*A. *He *or *she *must *first *meet *the *eligibility *criteria *stated *^a^b^°,^j|
*After *meeting *all *criteria, *one *should *submit *SF-2801, *"Appli^«^*^"^
*for *Retirement," *to *his *or *her *servicing *personnel *office.
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