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A NEW COMMUNITY SPRINGS UP ALONG THE ALCAN HIGHWAY
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A command car comes down a grade on the 1,600-m ile wilderness road
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' The New Northwest Passage

By Emest Gruening
Governor of Alaska
NE can now drive by automobile
from Washington, D. C., to Fair-
o, | banks, Alaska. The long-dreamed-
> long-discussed North American High-
Y is a reality.
The Cutting of a ribbon, a few speeches,
t'05"""‘- the reading of messages of con-
Eatulation and other appropriate cere-
Ohies on Nov. 20 at the point where
highway cuts the Alaska-Yukon Ter-
8 TY boundary, midway between the
m and 634 parallels of North Latitude,
m‘“'ked the official opening of the Alcan
Bhway, There atid the stillness of
'W-laden spruces, in the long, deep blue
OwWs of the mighty peaks of the
tiy Range, gathered the representa-
®8 of the United States, of the Do-
lon of Canada, of the Provinces of
Y“krta and British Columbia, of the
On Territory and of the Territory of
Al‘i-ﬂlm.
h'rhey convened there to celebrate a
eat achievement, to signalize another
In a unique international friendship,
1 to Inaugurate a new and potent un-
king against a common enemy.
ti:"" in an incredibly short span of
€, overcoming unprecedented obstacles,
Merican enterprige, energy, resourceful-
38, determination and grit have accom-

:;:hed a monumental task. Never be-
or o in all history, has so long a stretch
'%d'“‘d been constructed so quickly. The
it for the execution of this vast proj-
th :Jelollgs to the officers and men of
nited States Army Engineers, and

the Unjted States Public Roads Ad-

tion.

t..:f“" late in March with the hasty
: Portation of men and machinery
.u‘:"u miles of frozen prairie, by air, to
the Tecently established airports along
P Toute, and to the frozen lakes in the
Nol'them forests—eome 1,540 miles
e SV highway have been built. (Certain
%e! of road already existing were
%o, ) By attacking the wilderness at
g™ Of points, working in both direc-
» In scarcely eight months-the new:
Day, Was driven from the railhead of
Edm”n Creek, some 500 miles north of
on °ht«g>;: to Big Delta, on the Richard-
way, 100 1 80! t of
F‘h‘bank._ y miles utheas
A highway linking the United States
Son ka has been under serious discus-
for nearly a decade and a half.
"ald MacDonald of Fairbanks, an en-

ny
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Map of new Alaskan Highway (C” route) showing alternate routes.

gineer of the Alaska Road Commission,

is generally deemed the author of the
original proposal. Others may also have
had the same idea, but to MacDonald be-
Jongs the credit for agitating and pro-
moting it fervently and untiringly. Com-
missions representing the United States
and Canadian Governments were appoint-

ed in 1930, a reconnaissance study of a

route from the State of Washington to

‘Fairbanks involving 1,183 miles of new

construction was made and in 1933 the
American commission declared the project
feasible and proposed negotiations with
the Canadian authorities.

NOTHING happened, however, and in
1938, Representative Warren G. Magnu-
son of Seattle secured the passage of an
act calling for the appointment by the
President of 8 new commission to revive
and restudy the project and enter into
discussions with a corresponding Cana-
dian commission. Both these commis-
gions, after further investigations and
surveys, reported favorably, and the
American commission did its utmost to
interest the military authorities of both
countries in the proposal. It was not un-!
til several weeks after Pearl Harbor thaf:

they were galvanized into action and
brought to appreciate the need of con-
necting Alaska, steadily developing as an
area of defense and potential offense, by
other than sea and airborne traffic with
the United States.

It was war that finally brought the
highway into being.

The lateness of the decision influenced,
indeed determined, the choice aof route.
In the preceding year new airfields in the
interior of Canada, hewn out of the
wilderness, were forging a new airlink to
Alaska, constituting a line safe from pos-
sible enemy attack and providing an al-
termative to the sometimes weather-bound
coastal route which had been established
in June, 1940. A road connecting these
airports, both in order to supply them
with fuel, and to serve as a guide fo:
aviators in peril of losing their way in
the vast, poorly charted northern
stretches was deemed essential. (The
pilot, a North-West Airlines veteran, who
flew me from Whitehorse to Edmonton
early in November, told me that the route
even before completion had proved in-
valuable to flyers during low ceilings and
stormy weather.) Under these circum-
stances they followed the road closely,
flying just over the tree tops.
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So the road
already reaching Fort St. John

was extended to Fort Nelson, to
Watson Lake and to Whitehorse.
From there the highway coincides
with the previous recommenda-
tion of the American Highway
Commission, and passes along
the south shore of Kluane Lake,
straight up the broad Tanana
Valley until it connects with the
Richardson Highway.

But between Fort St. John
and Whitehorse, the new route
had been unsurveyed and un-
studied. The extent of the en-
gineering and construction
achievement may be gauged from
the necessity of reconnoitering,
locating and building the road
almost simultaneously. But the
already constructed airports hav-
ing determined the general route,
the desirable locations between
them were first checked by aerial
photography. Here were applied
the new and improved methods
of stereography—the taking of
parallel strip photographs at
slightly different angles, so that
the pairs when viewed through’
the stereoscope reveal the con-
tours and throw into relief the
variations and characteristics of
the terrain. Thus without the
painstaking ground surveys of
other days, a tolerable relief map.
was rapidly assembled. Some
ground locating followed, but
meanwhile the bulldozers were:
already at work, pushing. over
the great trees of the virgin
forest, while behind them raced
thousands of men yiding the most
modern and effective road build-
ing machinery.

WHEN the snows began to

melt under the warmth of the
long Northern May days and the
ground to thaw, construction be-
gan with a vigor and drive that
from the start achieved new
speed records. Nearly. every
variety of soil and terrain was
encountered. When the route
entered long stretches of muskeg
—the bog of the North Country
—this was corduroyed, the abun-
dant timber along the road indi-
cating that method, rather than
the slower and perhaps more
permanent alternative of digging
out the muck down to the under-
lying bedrock and filling in the
excavation.

Many rivers were encountered.
Pontoons were used to cross
many of them; ferries were es-
tablished over the lakes, but be-
fore long bridges were driven
down with piling from the adja-
cent pine and spruces and quickly
set-up saw mills supplied the

piling while it was being driven.
In the Rockies, which the route
crosses almost transversely, rock
‘'work and blasting both cleared
the path and furnished much of
the construction material. The
highest pass through the moun-
tains is approximately 4,000 feet.

THE blazing of this great trail
is a saga of courage, endurance
and fortitude. The men lived
mostly in tents. They worked un-
ceasingly through the long hours
of sub-Arctic sunlight, and into
the lengthening twilight as the
Summer wore on and the days
grew shorter and the nights cold-
er. Neither icy winds nor swollen
glacier streams gave them pause.
Several men lost their lives—vic-
tims of their own bravery in
working without hesitation under
perilous conditions. Turbulent
glacier streams claimed their vic-

tims; they died in action as truly’

as if they had fallen on the
battlefield.

Skilled direction was given by
the engineer officers and the
Public Roads Administration of-

ficials. Skilled mechanics were
there. But the bulk of the labor
was performed by American

youngsters, white and colored,
from every State in the Union.
Most of them were unused to the
climate. Many handled their

planking.

Sap ran from the !

COVERNOR OF ALASKA

Times Wide World

Dr. Ernest Gruening

tools for the first time. Theirs
was a victory of spirit as well as
of brawn,

The contractors of the Public
Roads Administration—that vet-
eran organization which has built
so many miles of superb high-
ways throughout the United

States—worked side by side of’
the engineer regiments. They
built some sections of road in
Alaska wholly. Elsewhere they
followed immediately behind the

")

engineers, widening, grading, fill*
ing. The result has been a much
better highway than the ‘“pioneer
road” first contemplated by the
Army and believed by it to be
all that could be accomplished
in the first season of construc-
tion. The road now varies i
width between eighteen and thir-
ty feet. At a few difficull
gorges it is as narrow as ten. ItS
steepest grade is 15 per cent. And
trucks carrying supplies to the
‘airports along the way have al*
ready Trolled northwest from
Dawson Creek. As the ground
freezes solid the traffic will in”
crease.

Yet it should not be thought

that the road is completed 01't
nearly so. To make this poin

unmistakably clear is in no sens®
to detract from the magnitud®
of the accomplishment to date
Secretary Stimson, in announcing
the opening of the highway
stated that it would be closed fof
perhaps two months next Spring
during the.thaws. This is an in”
terlude expected by those who
know the North Country and it$
road problems.

UUHEN the eternally froze?

ground thaws on the surfacé
roads become morasses, trucks
and tractors can sink out Oof
sight in them. The melting
mountain snows swell the glacie’

| Over a swift-running Alaska?

stream, Army engineers co%
tructed this 1,100-foot woode®
bridge, using more than 3,0
logs. It is to be a permane“t
part of the highway, and “d
some future time will be widene
1y the Public Road Administrd”
on.
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Streams into thundering torrents
% will tear out many of the
a:;dges. All of these—and there
g hundreds of them—are, of
Tse, of wood and temporary.
Ny will have to be replaced by
cel Spans; others will have to
rebuilt higher and stronger,
thaps relocated to meet the
.Vet:s ‘ff raging waters. The cul-
: likewise are of wood and
have to be made permanent.

X © road will have to be widened. |

wn;”ill have to be surfaced. It
up D2Vve to be filled in and built
""l';e Expeﬁence will indicate
Te it will have to be relocated.
of::“_blic Roads Administration
e&‘"&ls expect three or four
:5 of work before convention-
wiy Maintenance” begins. They
Shortly, through contractors,
whe over much of this work,
l‘e;ile the control of the highway
tab]-on and its transportation, es-
n ished as the Northwest Serv-
Command, will be under the
X Y engineers headed by Brig.
. James A. O’Connor.
But even more important than
e;,improvement of the existing,
adg; tfonstruction is the fact that
u Onal highway building is
& ter way to insure a maximum
Tansportation in a minimum
jectt;me. The terminus and ob-
% E‘:e of the Alcan Highway is
airbanks, nor any one other
Si t in Alaska, but all Alaska.
Multaneously the Glenn High-
hiy' a transverse east-to-west
of r“’ay connecting the system
Why %ads out of Anchorage near
ch the Alaska Defense Com-
th:nd has its headquarters with
in. Richardson Highway, is be~
_‘fa:UShed to completion By the
Qle ka f?oad Commission. The
Ric:n Highway will meet the
ardson Highway at Copper
"Or:;el Twenty-five miles to the
SWwin » at Gulkana, a branch road
¢ sging east to Nabesna will,
N lana, be connected with a
Anch highway leaving the Al-
N Highway at Tanana Crossing.

Do Y next Summer it will be
we;ible to drive to Anchorage as

8s Fairbanks. Anchorage-
leay, d passengers and freight will
"lilee U.le Alcan Highway 250
he&dai this side of Fairbanks and,
the Ng southwestward through
g Cobb Lakes, skirt the Wran-
face Mountains, past the north
to.. °f 16,000-foot Mount San-

» Circle half around the base
the OWering Mount Drum, past
Chy north side of the Great
nug:Ch Range through the Mat-
h a4 Valley to Cook’s Inlet

ten ¢ the 38-foot tides labor
“aselegg)y, :

Yot anpother branch for some-

Mother. to Know
His Fine Record

By the Canadian Press

Whitehorse,
Yukon Territory, Dec. 16

Corporal Otto Gronke, who
drove the first truck over the
new Alaska Highway, received
a unique Christmas present
yesterday.

At the Whitehorse Airport
saying goodbye to Col. K. B.
Busk, Chief of Staff of the
Northwest Service Command,
Corporal Gronke suddenly was
asked: i

“You're from Chicago, aren’t
you?”

“Yes, sy

“What's your mother’s tele-
phone number?” asked the
Colonel.

Corporal Gronke told him
and the Colonel wrote it in a
notebook.*

“I have a 30-minute ‘stop-
aver in Chicago,” the officer
explained, “and I'm going to
spend about 20 minutes of it
to phone your mother and tell
her what fine work you're do-

_ing here.”

time advocated by students of Al-
aska defense transportation needs
has now been authorized and work
on it begun. It is an extension of
the road from the port of Haines
on Lynn Canal—the terminal,
fjord of Southeastern Alaska's’
“inside passage’”’ to meet the
Alcan Highway east of beautiful
Kluane Laké. A territorial road
now runs from Haines, forty-two
miles northwest to the boundary.
From here it will be continued
northwest over the Chilcat Pass
and along the old Dalton Trail—
used from prehistoric days by
the interior Indians in trading

| or extensions.

‘Berner’s

‘| Lake to meet the Alcan Highway
about midway between White-.
| horse and Burwash.

This will
provide an alternative to the all-
land route, will permit the use of
the protected waters of the “in-
side passage’” to barge supplies
from Prince Rupert, Vancouver
‘and Seattle,

HUS will be avoided on the-

one hand the long transconti-
nental haul when gasoline and
rubber are to be conserved, and
likewise the bottleneck of the
narrow-gauge White Pass and
Yukon Railway extending from
Skagway to Whitehorse.

recent months, requires transfer
from steamer —or barge—to rail

and then to highway. The Haines
.| cutoff will permit supplies un-
loaded at Haines to travel by

truck directly to their destination
provided that destination is on

.| the Alcan Highway, or on one of

its building or projected branches
(The Haines cut-
off, incidentally, will make pret-
ty close contact between the
Alcan Highway and Juneau, the
Territorial capital. A road, the
Glacier Highway, now runs due
north from Juneau twenty-nine
miles to Eagle River. This can
easily be extended another thir-
teen. miles along Lynn Canal to
Bay. From there a
ferry to Haines presents no seri-
ous problem.)

These extensions and still oth-
ers that are clearly desirable,
such as a connection between
Prince George and the present
route via Pine Pass or Monkman
Pass so as to render the route
accessible to Southern British

with the coast—past Dezadeash

H

R o Y

Colored soldiers covered themselves with glory by their labor on
the Alcan Highway. They trod on the heels of the survey crews in
their pioneer work and fought insects, cold, exhaustion and natural

obstacles. This group is

marching home to dinner.

The ,
latter route, extensively used in_

DECEMBER 1942.

Columbia and our Northwest, and
still other links between the high-
way and the lower end of South-
eastern Alaska, are bound to
transform the Alcan Highway
from a road to a highway system.

ALASKA. which has hitherto
had little in the way of roads, is
of imperial dimensions. Let it
not to be forgotten that, counting
the Aleutians, Alaska is as wide
from east to west as the Unifed
States, and as deep from north
to south. The expanding require-
ments of global war cause its de-
fenses—or offenses—to bring its
'26,000-mile coast line (as com-
pared with 23,000 of the United

|'States) and to make them front

south on the Pacific Ocean, west
on the Pacific, Bering Sea and
Arctic Ocean, and north on the
Arctic. It is clearly desirable
that construction extending the
highway to Bering Sea be under-
taken immediately, and the logic
of Alaska's strategy calls for
one extension due west to the tip

of the Seward Peninsula and for
another southwest to the south

shore of Bristol Bay and as far
down the Alaska Peninsula as
possible. Nor is a third branch
extending to the Arctic with its
oil fields and its possibilities for
trans-Polar aviation, beyond the
realm of early action.

And so there has come into
being, in the course of little more
than a sub-Arctic Summer, with
its long days and enduring twi-
light, a road that will powerfully
affect the destiny of a continent.
The Alcan, which in a few years:
will be the northern extension of
the great Pan-American High-
way System, may prove of vital
import in winning World War II,
and in maintaining the peace in
the years thereafter. In the re-
organizing and resettling of an
upheaved and shattered world,
the highway will further the set-
tlement of sparsely populated.
Alaska and bring back to the ter-
ritory the boys—many of them
there now in uniform—and the
girls who want to bring up their
children there and call it home.
There will be plenty to do in
Alaska after the war, for besides
all else it will remain what it has

' tjust been discovered to be, a bul-

wark for the Western Hemi-
sphere, which will need our na-
tion’s sturdiest sons and daugh-
ters, It is notable that the open-
ing of the highway synchronizes
with the dawn of appreciation of
Alaska’s importance in Pacific
and world strategy. And it is
wholly significant that this route
as conceived and executed fol-

lows the airway and is essentially"
auxiliary to it.
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Trucks Roll on 1,671-Mile Alaska Road;
Project Is Built in 6 Months by 12,000 Men

WASHINGTON, Oct. 29—Army
trucks traversed the entire length
'of the Alaska-Canada road known
as the Alcan Highway this week,
marking completion of this project
in a little more than six months,
Secretary Stimson said today. The
formal opening of the project will
probably take place on the Alas-
kan-Canadian border on Nov. 15.

The Alcan Highway runs for
1,671 miles from Dawson Creek,
northwest of Edmonton, Alberta,
to Fairbanks, Alaska. It was hewn
out of wilderness country by 10,000
soldiers and 2,000 civilian work-
men.

Mr. Stimson pointed out that the
road was built at the rate of eight
miies per day. It involves bridging
200 streams and construction of a
roadway twenty-four feet wide.
The highest elevation crossed by
the road is 4,212 feet. ,

“Thousands of trucks,” Mr. Stim-
son added, “will run all Winter
carrying soldiers and supplies to
Alaskan posts. Plans are under
way to haul strategic raw mate-
rials southward on the return
trips.

“The bridges are of timber con-.
struction and will go out when
river ice starts moving in April
However, other bridges will be
waiting, ready cut, with the ma-
chinery to set them up, on every
river bank, and detachments of en-
gineers stationed along the route
will put them up immediately.”

Arrangements nave been made by
the Army for construction of rest
camps for the operators of tn_\t:k,
convoys, barracks for engineer main-
tenance troops, and weather obser-
vation and telephone installations
to serve the whole highway. Facili-
ties, equipment and supplies to serv-
ice the road are being provided.

The construction of the highway |
through the wilderness in such a|
short time constitutes an engineer-
ing feat of first magnitude. Aside
from the endurance and efficiency
of the construction force, among.
8 large detachment of Negro troops
attained special distinction, three
main factors contributed to the
speed. ;

Construction was begun at vari-.
ous points at the same time by
transporting crews and equipment
to strategic locations in March, be-'
fore the spring break-up of ice-and
snow made trails and rivers im-
passable,

Aerial surveys were employed, fol-
lowed by stereoscopic analysis of
.aerial photographs and the time-
tested and traditional engineer
method of ground reconnaissance on
foot, with pack-horse and dog-train.

Bulldozers, tractors and other
types of heavy equipment helped
set the speed record. The primary
road was actually established by
the powerful bulldozers. which
.plowed through the forests of na-
tive spruce, jackpine and aspen as
if through cornfields, uprooting and,
pushing trees laterally off a 100-
foot cut, leaving the work c¢* clearing;
to be handled by relatively small
forces of men.

From 35 Below to 90 Above Zero

Timbers for the construction of

bridges, trestles and other struc-
tures were felled by the troops and

processed by sawmills on the site.|
Ferries for crossing the many tur-
bulent creeks and streams were im-
provised of rafts and pontoons. At
one major crossing a large scow
was built from forest lumber ca-
pable of transporting equipment
weighing forty tons. '

During March the troops battled’
bitter winds and temperatures as
Jow as 35 degrees bhelow zero,
when it was impossible to drive
a tent-peg into the frozen ground.
During July and August they swel-
tered in a heat of more than 90
degrees, and were forced to wear
gloves and net helmets to protect
themselves from the swarms of
mosquitoes, flies and insect pests.
In wet weather they slogged through
bottomless mud; in dry weather
portions of the road were shrouded
in clouds of alluvial dust so fine
that no mesh could exclude it.

Through it all, according to offi-
cial reports, the morale of the men
remained high.

Under agreement between the
United States and Canada, the
highway was undertaken by the
Army engineers as a military proj-
ect. On Sept. 10 the War Depart-
ment announced creation of the
Northwest Service Command, with
headquarters at Whitehorse, to
handle Army highway and railroad
construction and all supply services
in Western Canada and Alaska.
The new command is headed by
Brig. Gen. James A. O'Connor, pre-
viously in charge of construction
on the southern section of the high-
way.

ALASKA ROAD CREW
ANNOYED AT BEARS

They’re Sidewalk Superintend-
ents, Says a Contractor

LOGAN, Iowa, Sept. 13 (URP)—P.
K. Duvall, road building contractor
home from Alaska for a vacation,
complained tonight that the men
building the military highway
through the Northern wilderness
were becoming bored with friendly
bears and dispirited fish.

“The darned bears are more an-
noying than sidewalk superintend-
ents watching an excavation for a
new city hall,” Mr. Duvall said.
“They come up to sniff at the ma-
chinery and we have to stop work
to shoo them back into the woods.
The bears, the caribou, the part-
ridges and even the fish aren’t
afraid of us. They haven’'t seen
men before. Some of that country
hasn't even been explored by the
Indians."

“I remember one old, large
mangy bear,” he went on, “who
picked up a box of dynamite be-
tween his paws, then wanted to
wrestle with the man who tried
to take it away from him. He
wouldn’t put it down until a drove
of mosquitos came along and
forced men and bears alike to
cover.

“If I told you how big those mos-
quitos are you wouldn't believe
it, so I'll tell you about the fish.
The boys were crazy about fishing
at first, but now they consider it
a joke. You can put a strip of
white cloth on a hook and catch a
thirty-pound salmon.”

Ps

Army vehicles, loaded with vital war supplies, starting northward

on the wilderness route.

Army Reveals
SecretHighway
Link in Alaska

PORTAGE, Alaska, Nov. 22 (&
—With the vital Alaska railroad
cut-off tunnel just broken through
and the strategic Alcan Highway
officially opened, Alaskan army
authorities have permitted the a
nouncement of still a third in¥
portant transportation link in th®
territory.

The hitherto secret Glenn High"
way from Anchorage to the Ricl
ardson Highway, via Palmer, open®
a previously impassable route b€
tween the Cugach and Talkeetn®
mountains. Cutting through hig®
passes and over swamps, it givé
Anchorage its first connection wi
the interior aside from the Alask®
Railway. t

The highway was built in secr®
and has been in operation for so™
time. It is known locally as
Chickaloon Highway.

Tunnel crews working fro":
both ends -of the 13,000-f00
Alaska Railway bore met in f»he
middle almost directly under thd
center of the glaciar-cover®
mountain. The bore will cut si¥
miles from the haul necessary o
get supplies from the seacoast_ﬁ
the interior, through eliminatlo,’:
of the twisting roadbed which ¢
quently caused serious trouble
Winter. >

Major Gen. 8. B. Buckner, co
mander of all troops in AlasK“;
pulled the switch which set off
final blasts beneath the mountﬂ“;.
.and asserted as he did so that
tunnel would prevent the ene™’
“from knocking out the most i
portant piece of transportation ’
Alaska.”

Speakers said the tunnel was
the fourth longest in the count?y
and noted that the constructi®
crews driving from both ends h#
missed a “perfect” connection by
‘a mere half inch in elevation 8%
an eighth of an inch in line. 9

The tunnel was started Nov. 1
1941, and was completed wee
ahead of schedule. The cost W
estimated at $530,000. 4l

Colonel O. F. Ohlson, gener
manager of the Alaska Railw#)
estimated that the tunnel wo¥
bring about a 30 per cent decre
in freight rates to Anchorage ﬂnt
a cut of between 7 and 8 per ¢
for the Fairbanks end of the

Railroad to Alaska Surveyed

WASHINGTON, Dec. 10 W’;
Survey of a proposed trans-Car’
dian railroad to Alaska to supP
ment the Alcan Highway has bee t
completed, the War Departme‘:u_
announced today, but the lire W
not be built at present. The SY
vey was made by Army enginee,,
with the cooperation of the Ca®
dian Government.

“The War Department does
consider that a military neces
exists for its construction at =
present time,” said the announ® 4
ment. “Details of the survey h#

t
no'
sity

(4

been filed for possible future war’
time use.”
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TRUCKS ROLL NORTH
ORALASKA HGHWAY

Ceremony in Yukon Wilderness
Ends With Cutting of Ribbons
to Let Them Pass

KLUANE LAKE, Yukon Terri-
Ory, Nov. 21— The wilderness |
Toute to Alaska is open today,
Seven months and seventeen days
fter building of the 1,600-mile
Toad hegan,

In the presence of a small group
o Army officers and government
Officials gathered yesterday on the
leak slopes or Soldier's Summit
OVerlooking the frozen lake below,
&1 MacKenzie of the Canadian
abinet and E. L. Bartlett, Secre-

TY of State of Alaska, cut a red,

White ang blue ribbon, formally &

%Pening the Alcah International
ighway,

As the first lank link was com-
Pleted petween the United States
id jtg great territory in the
North, a thin snow swept down
F"’m the St. Elias Range, heaped
n 1Onely grandeur to the west. De-
Spite huge bonfires the 250 wit-
Nesses, including Grover Whalen

New York, stamped their feet
= keep warm in the sub-zero
temperatyre.

Brig. Gen. James A. O'Connor,
““mmanding the Northwest Serv-
g COmmand, Mr. Mackenzie, Mr.
artlett and others acclaimed the
'8hway an epic  pioneering
achieVement significant not only
S a present vital military link
With the continental bastions of
Alaska but also as a future path-

ay Opening a new frontier.

P&“&ge of First Through Truck

he exercise began at 9:30 in
da;’“oming just as a gray Arctic
By 1 was breaking. Colonel K. B..
esh. chief of staff of the North-
te:t Service command, was mas-
Of ceremonies.
military band played martial
dig and a column of Royal Cana-
sben Mounted Police, led by In-
i Ctor William Grennan of Davi-
len; ¢Ommand the Yukon force,
color to the scene.
and_s the ribbon was cut, a ton-
the a-half truck, which had made
ros TP from Dawson Creek, the
S southern terminus, to White
]ine"“ in seventy-one hours, led a
Tie Of freight trucks past the bar-
i along the lonely stretch to-
ds Fairbanks.
me first truck to make the
POrgglete run was driven by Cor-
Priy Otto Gronke of Chicago and
e ate Bob Bowe of Minneapolis.
hlnd muffled applause of gloved
oy broke the Arctic silence as
Moy, Stepped into first gear and
4 northward. *
readesSages of congratulation were
from Vice President Wallace,

irg

Co

*
:

Four American enlisted men and four Canadian “mounties” standing at attention before the t.ape was
cut signifying the official dedication of the new 1,600-mile roadway. The ceremony was held at Whitehorse,
Yukon Territory when the temperature was 15° below zero,

Governor Ernest Gruening and
Delegate Anthony J. Dimond of
Alaska, Secretary of War Stimson,
Lieut. Gen. Brehon Somervell, Pre-
mier William Aberhard of Alberta
and Premier John Hart of British
Columbia.

Mr. Wallace predicted that the
road would be part of an eventual
highway serving the New World
from Southern South America to
Siberia. Governor Gruening urged
its extension to the Bering Sea and
Mr. Dimond hailed it as a coordina-
tion of intelligence, energy and
perservering labor.

Many speakers said that the road
was a swift route to our Allies in
China and Russia.

The scissors used to cut the rib-
bon were gold engraved, and Colo-
nel Bush announced that they
would be broken apart, with one
blade going to President Roosevelt

.and the other to Prime Minister

Mackenzie King.

The absence most marked was
that of Brig. Gen. William Hoge,
who first began the building of the
road from White Horse last Spring
and is now on active assignment
elsewhere.

General O’Connor, short and
stocky, declared in response to the
presentation of a service flag from
the Alaskan chapter of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution,
that the road was a bond between
the United States, Canada and
Alaska, anc that it had a future
significance which no one could
now fully estimate.

He praised the all-out spirit of

' the soldiers and civilians who built

LAST LINK COMPLETED
IN ALASKAN HIGHW AY

North and South Crews Meet
Head-On in Yukon Forest

WHITEHORSE, Yukon Terri-
tory, Canada, Nov. 4—Although
the new Alaskan highway linking
the United States with Alaska has

the road. In future time, he said,
men would tell their children of
the building of the road, and as
the tales grew taller and taller, it
was possible that the Alcan High-
way might become an American
saga ranking with the epics of
Fremont and Lewis and Clark.
Mr. Mackenzie said that Canada’
had provided the soil while the
United States provided the toil.
Major Gen. George R. Pearkes,

Chief of the Pacific Command of ’

the Canadian Army, brought greet-
ings from Canada’s armed forces..
He was accompanied by Major
Gen. H. N. Ganong of the Canadian
Eighth Division. ;

The American Highway, built by
United States Army engineers and
a contingent of civilian workmen,
must still be surfaced and
bridges rebuilt to be turned into a
permanent structure. A thousand
mile sof it, from Dawson Creek to
Fairbanks, is open to winds
through a vast wilderness hardly
touched by man. A new frontier
has been reached.

‘| from Philadelphia,

its |

been in use some time, the final
link was not completed until the.
North and South crews met head-
on in the spruce forests of the
Yukon Territory yesterday.

The meeting was dramatic. Cor-
poral Refines Sims Jr, a Negro-
was driving.
south with a bulldozer when he
saw trees starting to topple over
on him. Slamming his big vehicle
into reverse, he backed out just as
another bulldozer, driven by Pri-
vate Alfred Jalufka of Kennedy,
Texas, broke through the under-
brush. Jalufka had been forcing
his bulldozer through the brush
with such speed that his face was
bloody from scratches of over-
hanging branches and limbs?

“I never saw anything so excit-
ing and so filled with history,”
said Harold W. Richardson of Chi-
cago, Western editor of The Engi-
| neering News, when the big bull-
| dozer broke through. He and two
Army officers, Lieutenant Ralph
| W. Hunt and Lieutenant G. H.
I Jones, were standing near by and
witnessed the meeting.

Immediately after this Yukon
version of driving the golden spike,
, Sims and Jaiufka turned their bull-

dozers around and began widening
! the opening.

The meeting occurred just twen-
| ty miles east of the Alaska-Yukon
{ international boundary at Beaver
. Creek. Formal dedication cere-
. monies wil]l take place Nov. 20,
' with high ranking military and
| civil officials of the United States
and Canada in attendance.
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Atka People Have New Homes

Basket Weavers Evacuated From Aleutians Settle
At Killisnoo, Indian Village in Alaska

By FERGUS HOFFMAN

KILLISNOO, Alaska—Here, in
the tumbledown shacks of this
sleepy Indian village, once razed
by the thundering guns of an
American warship, a handful of
peaceful Aleut basket weavers has
found a secure and quiet haven
more than 1,500 miles from their
ancestral home on Atka Island, far
to the curving west in the embat-
tled Aleutians.

Bewildered and shocked by the
onslaught of warfare which struck
the foggy waters of their home-
land in early June, the eighty men,
women and children from Atka
can do little but stand and watch
as Indian Service workers hurry
to complete temporary living quar-
tera for them on this sheltered
cove on Admiralty Island, in
Southeastern Alaska. This is a.
‘new land, and t6 people who never:
had seen a tree before, the dark,
-towering forest of spruce and ce-
dar which borders the Killisnoo
clearing is a myasterious and for-
bidding place. They will not ven-\-
ture into the forest, where the
.undergrowth snarls in thick
masses of devils'-club thickets and
moss-covered windfalls. .

‘“We cannot leave the village to
hunt,” one oldster, nearly blind
from years of weaving the fine,
yellow Atka beach grasses into ex-
quisite baskets, complained. “The
sticks-with-grass get in our way.”

Claude Hirat, director of the
-Office of Indian Affairs in Alaska,
feols certain that the Atka refu-
gees soon will become accustomed
to their new way of life. Well
supplied with food, clothing and
medicine, guarded against disease
by two government nurses and a
physician, they are being aettled
for a duration stay on this island’
beside Alaska's Inland Passage.

A Marked Transition ‘

But homesickness is an illness
for which nurses and physiciang
have no cure. The perplexed,
lonely look on the faces of these
childlike natives is mute testi-
mony to the nostalgia which shad-
ows their every thought. Not only
do they mias their customary S8um- |
mer pursuits of grass gathering,
weaving and fox hunting, but they
miss the entire atmoaphere of the
island which was home to them.

The Aleuts, who cannot quite
comprehend why they suddenly
were ordered aboard a government
troopship and transported to
Killisngo, are having a difficult

time ﬁdjuating themselves to the
change. Peaceful, submissive, in-
dustrious and religious, they are
still the people whose ancestors
preferred slavery under the early
Russian explorers and fur traders
to the loss of their Atka homes.
They offer a decided contrast to
the fierce, independent Tlingit In-
dians whose former homes they
now occupy. Here, where not even
a trace remains of the great log
“bear fort” from which Killisnoo
derives its native name, the Tling-
its threatened insurrection in 1882
and the United States cutter Cor-
win blasted their village to bits,
But the Atka people are not a
warlike people. Their fate at the
hands of the invading Japs would

have been certain death. Their
{uture here {8 one with the future
of the white man in the Western
Hemisphere. But that is hard to
explain to a people who have no
comprehension of a world that is
anything but misty and bare and

.far from things like “sticks-with-

grass.”

Farther north on this same is-
land, fifty miles from Juneau,
there are other native refugees—
the 400-odd former inhabitants of
the Pribilof Islands, some 200
miles north of Dutch Harbor. They
are the Aleuts who each Summer
helped with the annual slaughter
of the great Alaska seal herds on
St. George and St. Paul, the two
main islands of the Pribilof group..

This Summer, howgver, there

.was no seal hunting in the Pribi-

lofs, where American boinbers and
warsghips still wage a deadly game
of hide-and-seek with. the Jap-'
anese. Instead, like the people of
Atka, the Pribilof population was
evacuated to Southeastern Alaska.

At ftirst, in the brilliant Pan-
nhandle sunshine, the Pribilovians

suffered from heat prostratlon_._

The temperature rarely rises abov®
84 degrees on the murky Pribilofs:
here, temperatures of 78 and 80 de-
grees are frequent in Summer, The
captain of a Bureau of Fisherie$
supply ship which brought food
and equipment here said the sound
of the natives' sneezing and cough”
ing on a warm day recently wsaf
“like & herd of seals barking I8
mating season.” Indian servic®
nurses worked unceasingly to car?
for the ill, whose temperaturef
rose to 102 and 103 degrees. But %
short rainy spell restored them all
to normel health and now the for"
mer seal hunters are learning t0
fish for the large halibut which
abound in these waters. A holiday
was declared recently when one

the refugees brought in a 200
pound halibut and the entirs vil*

lage feasted.

Alaska Schools Open to All

The Territory of Alaska’s school
system is composed of seventy-tw"
schools and the University ©
Alaska. While the school system
is maintained principally for whit®
children, native Eskimos, Indi
and Aleuts are not barred and
many are enrolled.

i’

Geodetic Surveys Great Help in Aleutians

The Chrislian Science Monilor

SEATTLE, Wash.— Successful
action in the Aleutian Islands must
depend largely upon an accurate
knowledge of the winds and tides
and weather complexities that pre-
vail and the marine equipment to
navigate successfully in spite of
them. The Navy and Merchant
Marine operating there today de-
rend greatly upon findings made
previously by the Coast and Geo-
detic Survey.

When Commander A. M. Sobier-
alski, Supervisor, U. S. Coast -and
Geodetic Survey, spoke recently
before the Community Council
here, like a skillful mariner, he
piloted his audience around among
the Islands without once revealing
a military secret or predicting what
might happen. But he did tell
enough about tide-rips and the
rorth wind and ocean depths fo
convince them that cccupation of
the Aleutians depends largely upon
knowing how to deal with these
phenomena.

Eight years before Pearl Harbor
the Survey was making surveys in
Aleutian waters. Not until recent
years, however, were funds pro-
vided for more extensive work
with as many as five vessels oper-
ating in Alaskan waters during the
five months when the necessary
observations, triangulations and
soundings are possible,

Moved Mountains

In their work among the Islands
the Survey have sometimes moved
islands seven and eight miles from
their location on the old inaccurate
charts. In fact, they have moved
mountains, the Aleutians being the
tops of extinct submarine vol-
cances. Until the Survey began its
work the only knowledge was

based upon old Russian charts or
the hearsay opinions of mariners
of which each had a different one.
That “the Japanese know more
about the Aleutian waters than we
do,” a loose observation often made,
is refuted in the painstaking sur-
vey made by the U. S. Survey.
Commander Sobieralski admits
that they undoubtedly made ob-
servations and some reconnaissance
from their ships but not the care-
ful and detailed surveying neces-
sary to a more than a superficial
knowledge of these difficult waters.
Their present encampments, he
points out, are in locations exposed
to the pitiless north winds, whereas
all other settlements on the Islands
are in sheltered locations.
Commander Sobieralski does not
spend much time in reviewing what
has been accomplished, he is so
intent upon telling what needs to
be done, The problem in the Aleu-
tians is dealing with the “unpre-
dictable.” Every mariner in speak-
ing of these Islands uses the word.
It is not because these Islands
are in a cold, Arctic belt that they
are described as bleak end wind-
driven and fog bound. The climate
is not much colder than it is in
Seattle or Vancouver, B, C. 1t is
because the chain of Islands is a
dividing line between Arctic condi-
tions and the warm Pacific, North
of the Islands is the icy Bering
Sea. The Pribilof Islands, only 200
miles to the north, are in Arctic
weather conditions. South of the
Islands it is warm. Naturally this
makes for heavy and constant fogs.
The Aleutians too are a combat
zone for the ‘winds. When the north
wind comes bearing down and
meets other winds roaring in there
is conflict, Tides are different toon.

North of the Islands they are

diurnal, or once daily, while on the
south there are two tides a d”t;.
When these conflicting tides meé
say in the important Unimak P& Y
they form tide-rips that amounﬁ’
rapids and when opposite wil
blow up, a condition occurs whi
causes even large boats to behaV!
like toothpicks. "

Observations, the very foun’d’s‘
tion of geodetic surveys, are jY>
about impossible under such co
ditions. In locations where bo?
should remain for at least 10 d,
to make reliable observations, e
iarge boats drag anchor,

But there are medern metho‘ﬁ
for handling even the unpredictaP
and unmanageable. Radio station®
where lights from lighthou
would never pierce through the 108
can be located so that théir be’Tb
may guide the ship equipped W!
a radio direction finder.

Circle Route 4

“After’ the war is over” "e‘d
trade routes are once more open
with the Orient, the matter "‘
perfecting navigation by way oe
the Circle Route is bound to ¢0%
ug again, This has been a “
objective of Aleutian survey
Ships from Los Angeles and o
Francisco as well as those ff"rd
Seattle and Vancouver steer toW2,
the Aleutians on their way to L,
Orient, following the curve of ‘h"
earth rather than what looks lik®
straight course on a flat map. of

When ships reach Dutch qub o
the “Circle” leads through Unim
Pass and travels north of &
Islands, not only saving 100 m‘l.n
but avoiding head winds at cert®,
seasons. Friendly routes across b
Pacific will depend largely UP 4
the fact finding of the U, S. co?’n
and Geodetic Survey in Aleuti®

waters,
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WOLVES DEPLETE

ALASKAN REINDEER

TWo-thirds  of Emergency
Food Supply of Eskimos
Destroyed in Decade

WONI?ME. Alaska, Dec. 12 (®)—
time €S are threatening the war-
Arctj
Iv“ less than ten years the wolves
Alae reduced reindeer herds of
Iskan Eskimos from 550,000 ani-
als to 170,000, or more than two-
05, and are still slashing at the
ty-five reindeer herds forming
ev: region’s one food supply in
Nt of isolation or invasion.

food supply of the Alaskan
o

fo,

Uni‘te

No d States Reindeer Service at
m

5 €, holds the wolves “solely re-
Nsible for the depletion of the

Adeer.”

tonhls they have accomplished by

tackMethods," ne said, “direct at-
i S on the herds and constant
Suit so that they are driven

3 5
"tar\},'e.fnmm their food supply and

me e attempts to cut the wolf
'bata%ce are under way, with de-
indy le success. It is difficult to
“’ithce a native to go trapping
$20 only the promise of bounties,
Worka pelt, when he can obtain
Alask:ttg‘i,g:_ wages in almost any
. Rood believes that th 1

an : at the only
er:‘”e" is the employment of gov-
Fuq:‘ent airplanes flying at alti-

low enough to permit shoot- !

s the wolves from the planes.
the Such plane, operating only in
fop [Llot's spare time, accounted
¢ hirty wolves last Spring in a

Paratively small area.

Ve: reindeer herds are both
o mEé\ment-owned and privately
gy DY Alaska natives, mostly
erd:‘OS. who are employed as
Ay Ts. T}§is herding, with other
goVe;’\Stratnve expenses, cost the
Wh nnmept $91,000 last year,
Ly Incidentally, the herds de-

ed by 31,000 animals.
ca_mee threat to the reindeer be-
this of paramount importance to
Wap area with the declaration of
bee, Reindeer meat always has
: W, 2 Winter staple for such
wli 8 as Nome, Kotzebue, Teller,
ingog. Tigt and Point Barrow, all
winteaaible by ship during the
"'oz-ker‘ With the influx of war
h,ere:::dthe demand was greatly
g°§h°“1d the territory be cut off
Nepy 2NY Teason from the conti-
Mighy nited States, reindeer meat
thex.© Pe the only food supply for
Civilians and for any Army
& M this part of Alaska. Just

Ormal needs, the Army this

ordered more than 100,000

s
nj
o
Yeap
T meat supplies.

‘Tw‘?k.an Jade Still Intact

in Od‘tlons of rich jade deposits

tic °rthern Alaska exist, but arc-

thej,, “°Nditions have  prevented

Ciat, IScovery, reports The Asso-
®d Pregg.

Sidney Rood, director of the

8 of reindeer to supplement |’

er days .when

Rainy, Fog-Bound Islands
Form a Weather Factory
Affecting the Continent

By John J. O'Neill

The tip of the Aleutian Islands,
where the Japanese have established
themselves on Attu and two near-by
islands, is one of the world’s weather
factories. Here is one of the prin-
| cipal spots where the weather affect-
ling the United States is created.
Weather conditions originating at
Attu will, about a week later, be
transmitted to Chicago and New
York, and thence over the ocean
toward England. : o

The Japanese have gained a mili-
tary advantage in advance knowl_-
edge of the general weather condi-
tions for the continental United
States, though our own forces still
have the same facilities available to
{them at observation stations on
many other islands of the greal
1 2,000-mile chains.
| Much has been wrilten about the
unpleasant weather over the western
| tip of the Aleutian chain. There is
iplenty of reason for calling it un-
pleasant; that really is a polite term
for conditions there. Scientists of
the Smithsonian Institution of
Washington who made an extensive
study of this area describe its cli-
mate as “rigorous.”

The average summer temperatug‘e
at Attu is 50 degrees Fahrenheit,
and the warmest it ever gets there is
about 66 degrees. Winter tempera-
tures never drop very low, and aver-
age about 12 degrees above zero.

Rain and the humidity are the
greatest causes of complaint. Attu
is one of the rainiest spots on earth;
it. has up to 250 rainy days a year,

Aleutians: Weather Vane

"U.S. Conditions
A Week Ahead

ForecastforFoe

and when there isn't rain there is
fog. Records of recent years show
as few as eight wholly clear days in
a year. The humidity is constant
and high, averaging 90 per cent the
year round.

Worse in the Mountains

These are the lowland conditions,
and, bad as they are, they are bet-
ter than conditions in the moun-
tains, where fog, rain and cold in-
crease with elevation.

Under such conditions there is lit-
tle chance for vegetation to grow.
There is not a tree of any kind on
the western islands, even as far east
as Dutch Harbor, and other kinds
of plants are limited in number
and size.
Attu and its neighboring islands are
distinctly not attractive—just rocky
barren waste, tolerable for occupa-
tion only as a military necessity.

The whole Aleutian chain is little
more than a series of mountain
peaks sticking out of the ocean. Bor-
dering them on the south is a great
hollow in the ocean known as the
Aleutian Deep. If the ocean were
withdrawn from that area the Aleu-
tian Mountains would tower about
23,000 feet above the bottom of this
deep valley. These “deeps” are very
common around the rim ¢f t:e Pa-
cific. One of them, the Tuscarora
Deep, lies in front of the Japanese
archipelago.

To the north of the Aleutians the
ocean is very shallow, averaging less
than 1,000 feet deep over a broad
area extending far north of Bering
Strait. In & geological sense the
Aleutians are very young. New
islands constantly are appearing in
the chain, and frequently disappear
as suddenly as they came.

Formation of the Aleutian Moun-
tain chain probably took place about
the time of a general subsidence of
the land to the north. A rise of 500
feet, throughout that area would
create a strip of land almost 1,000
miles wide joining the mainland of
Alaska and Siberia. A rise of about
1,000 feet would provide a land area
as far south as the Aleutians,

Warm and Cold Currents

It is this geological structure that
is largely responsible for the bad

As human habitations |

weather in the neighborhood of
Attu. To the south of the Aleutians
flows the warm Japanese current, a
broad river through the Pacific
Ocean. To the north is the cold
water from the Arctic Ocean coming
down through Bering Strait.

For a home demonstration of
what these conditions will produce,
open the door of an electric refrig-
erator on a hot, humid day. When
the door is opened a cloud of vapor
seems to flow out. This cloud is
created when the cold, relatively dry
air of the refrigerator comes in con-
tact with the warm, moist air of the
room. The cloud is made up of mi-
croscopic rain drops. At the Aleu-
tians the cold air over the water
from the Arctic comes in contact
with the warm, moist air over the
Japanese current, and hence the
almost continuous rain.

The Arctic is the great weather
breeder of the Northern Hemisphere,
A widespread area of high barome-
tric pressure exists over the polar
regions the year round. This mass
of cold air increases in extent during
the winter, and some of it starts
spinning southward and eastward,
bringing cold waves to the United
States.

Brings Rain or Snow

As the peak of the winter passes.
the polar air mass disintegrates until
the atmospheric pole cap is reduced
to its summer dimensions. +

When these cold air masses leave
the pole they extend high in the
atmosphere, and as they travel
southward they flatten and spread
out, wedging themselves under the
lighter warm air masses they en-
counter, When this happens we
have a repetition on a grand scale
of the conditions following the open-
Ing of the door of the refrigerator.
Widespread rain or snow results.

These air masses flow out of the
Arctic at many points, but those
that swirl through the Alaskan area
are the ones that swing across the
United States. A few come down
through central Canada. There was
a succession of cold waves in Europe
‘Jast year, which indicated a flow of
cold air masses from north of
European Russia.

The weather in the United States
this year has been on the average
about two degrees warmer than nor-
mal, which may be an indication

that the polar cap is still tilted in
the Hirpgetion of Russia,
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Wonders How Chief Mike, Maggie ‘Rock of Ages’
and Others of Friendly Aleuts Have Fared;

Outpost’s Total

Population 41

: The /ollowjng article is reprinted from the October issue of “Natural
History,” publication of the American Museum of Naturol History, by
special arrangement with author and publisher.

By Alan

My former “home” on Attu is now
occupied by the Japs or else it has
surely been obliterated by our bomb-
ers. It is not a matter of great con-
sequence, but I am concerned about
the treatment my native friends will
receive at the hands of the Jap in-
vaders.

When I arrived in the village of
Attu in 1936 the problem of where:
to live for the duration of my stay
was immediately solved by the little
chief who suggested that I move
into the schoolhouse. This was by
far the largest building on the island
and T was astounded to find it con-
tained two schoolrooms, two bed-
rooms, two kitchens and, strangest
of all, a modern bathroom complete
with fixtures, One bedroom I found
furnished with all {he nccessitics
except blankets, and one Kkitchen:
was completely furnished even down
to crockery and kitchen utensils. I
learned later that there had never
been a school teacher on the island
and that the natives did not want
one. Anyway there were only four
or five children of school age.

I had come out with a party to
make archeological investigations
under the leadership of Dr. Ales
Hrdlicka, of the Smithsonian ~_sti-
tution, and while he and the others
were excavating on Kiska I had
been permitted to go on farther
west. to work on Attu. Here I was

G. May

left by the Coast Guard cutter Sho-
shone, the lone white man on the
island. It was possible for our party
to reach these inaccessible islands
only through the fine co-operation
of the Coast Guard.

I found that many of the nat’ es
knew no English; four or five of

them knew an odd word or two. The

chief, however, spoke broken Eng-
lish exceedingly fast—so fast that

I found it hard to understand him’

at first; but later I was able to carry
on long conversations with him, and
he indeed proved himself a friend in
need.

Attu is the most westerly of the

recky, treeless Aleutian Islands and

has the distinction of being the only
inhabitated Alaskan island in the
Eastern Hemisphere. It is approxi-
mately thirty by forty miles in size,
indented by many inlets and bays.
The offshore reefs are numerous,
and continual fogs envelop the is-
land, making navigation extremely
hazardous. Gales are frequent.
A Narrow Entrance

The only safe anchorage is In
Chichagof Harbor, and even this
bay has a dangercusly narrow en-
trance, with reefs stretching across
one-third of the opening. Here, at
the nearest point, a rock could be
thrown from the deck to the shore
on either side.

The inhabitants of this little com-"

munity of forty-one men, women
and children are all Aleuts of mixed
blood. It is doubtful if any pure-
blooded Aleuts still exist.

One evening, after I had been on
the island several days, I had my
first callers. They were Ivan and
Fadce (pronounced Fay-de-say)
Hodikoff, both nephews of the
chief, Their combined knowledge of
English was about equal to. my
knowledge of Aleutian, which was
exactly six words. I offered them
chairs, and there we sat smiling at
each other. Nothing happened. I
found the situation rather absurd.
If we could not converse, then at
least we could eat, so I brought out
some crackers and made a pot of
tea, This consumed, they pulled
some archeological specimens from
their pockets and presented them to
me—evidently the object of thelr
visit. In pantomime I thanked
them profusely, but still they did
not go! When I finally awoke to
my obligation and presented each

of them with a can of pork and'

beans they grinned broadly and,
jabbering happily, departed almost
at once.

The village is in charge of the
chief, who is elected by the natives
each year. The present chief,
Michael Gorga Hodikoff, has held
his position for the last several years
owing to the successful handling of
the affairs of the village. The chief
is assisted by a second chief, Age-
fangel Prokopiof. the tallest man in
the village. Both men are capable
as well as industrious and carry on
in a most efficient manner.

Several times I had met the chief’s
wife, Anastasia, a large, good-na-
tured woman, and she had always
smiled or waved without uttering
a word, so I presumed she knew no
English. One day she came out
with Mike to where I was working
and, walking up to me she surprised
me by saying. “Ullo, my frien’.”

Anastasia is one of the two or
three women who ¢an still make the
famous Attu baskets, which are
known throughout the world to col-
lectors and museums. This age-old
craft is a very slow, tedious proced-
ure and will soon become a lost art.
It requires many months to cure the
grasses and complete a basket.

A‘rcAheologist Writes of Life on Lonely Aleutian Island of Attu

The best of the basket makers IS
Maggie Prokopiof, who is familiarly
known to the Coast Guard servicé
as “Rock -of Ages.” She does nob
know how old she is, but in her timeé
she was acknowledged to be theé
best of the Aleutian dancers. Sincé
dancing seems to have been at oné
time an important custom, it ¥
surprising to find nomusical instrus
ments of any kind on the island
except the phonograph. Unfortu”,
nately today the real old-timé
dances are almost forgotten, the na”
tives preferring modern dancing.

Chief Mike and Anastasia called

‘on me one night, and in the coursé

of the conversation I asked Mike }
he had heard that King George
of England had died. “No,” h¢
said, “Fine ol’ man.” Then he wen!
out and returned with a color
print of the Czar and his family
to show me.

One-Man Radio Station

Mike invited me to hear him broad”
cast, having been taught by th®
Coast Guard to use the radiophoné
He is naturally proud of this accom
plishment, always reporting
weather and anything else of im”
portance that may have happene®
Commencing at 8 o'clock each nlgnt'
Mike starts with, “ ‘Ello, lo, lo} TN
KAJU calling KEAW, Umna“r'
Alaska.” This he repeats three "c
four times. “If you hear this you 1€
me know. This is KAJU, Mike speak’
ing, if you listen you let me hﬂvﬁ
answer okay eight bells.” This he 583
so fast that the first time I heard ‘"
I wondered if he was talking Aleutid’
or English. to0

Another evening I was invited ie
Mike’s house and found six peoP;
there for a tea party. Anastas
served the tea and ship biscuits. T
customary for the natives in the?
own homes to pour the tea into tn€
seucers, pull the saucer to the € ‘d,
of the table, and then bend the he“y
down to the saucer to drink. Th‘v
never did this, however, when th¢
called on me, i

No white men live on the islaP™

e

American Museum of Natural History

Little church whera Attu’s chief conducted services. Building may have been leveled when United States bombers devastated the islan
after Japanese invasion, Right: Fine example of Attu basketry, now a vanishing art



THE POLAR TIMES

1

DECEMBER 1942,

7 although an American has the
0."“‘18 Drivileges, he pays only a visit
; % week or two to the village each
ha:;' The trader can supply the
ne Ves with all the staples and other
wcesslties they need. When he is
m‘)', the chief takes charge of the
N Te, This store, in many ways, is an
%t to the natives, but it also has
.n;ae disadvantages, for the younger
o rVes are no longer learning the
\j: ts of the older people. Not manv
8IS ago the natives all made their
l\mn Mmukluks (waterproof skin boots)
today only a few make them, and
kap, RNV pairs are seen in use. The
ho'ma}'kas (waterproof coats made
. the intestines of the seal) are
inh Onger made. It is easier for the
Abitants to “purchase rubber hip
xeu?ts and slickers, which are no more
.olecl‘;lt. than to make them in the
y.
th?;“'t}’-ﬂve miles east of Attu is
Bag sland of Agattu. The natives go
lan and forth between the two is-.
moy. I small dorles with outboard
logt T8, Why no lives have been
1t is°h these trips is surprising, but,
ace Probably due to the uncanny
Noaty acy these people show in prog-
Cating the weather.
fox ; trapping of the Aleutian blue
Uy December and January
A ¢ only activity from which the
ang 2ns derive any income. Agattu
Yea Attu are trapped in alternate
Dror: The trapping is & community
In Position, the number of pelts be-:
oft Jivided in proportion to the size
enty e families and their depend-
the . It is interesting to note that
of tg urch is considered as one unit.
cefy € community, and as such re-
Pis its pro rata share of the pelts.
ng h, which are caught with seine
the &lll nets, are also divided among
xpu_itinhabitants. - This community
h, In the same manner extends.
1’°ns ¢ killing of sea lions. All sea,
th, illed are common property;
the ‘n“CCessful hunter, however, has
Anjpy ¢ choice of any part of the
8e &l he desires. -
% evel‘ll times the chief sent me
g , trout, and one occasion gave
to bo?m' sea lion meat. He told me
byt GX the meat for an hour or two,
Aroy € smell when cooking nearly
the ¢ Me from the bullding. Hot,
n,u;;‘eat was very greasy and of a
Wity Aling flavor, but when cold.
uite € grease skimmed off, it was
Palatable and tender. The
Mmeat js almost black and
into long, thin strips like
shoe laces,
: “’:h Russian Qreek Orthodox
""h » Bituated at one end of the
I ®, is an excellent bullding for
iy ho‘ Small community. As there
. Tesident priest, the chlef leads
eaunch““:h services. Many inter-
chtug lcons and colored religious
oo, 7®S decorate the walls. On the
ol ¥ leadlng to the sacristy are twe
the Usslan ofl paintings, and In’
lgioo8¢Cristy are many ancient re-
books brought from Russia
iy g Y Years ago, In the belfry there
Trop tcOrated bronze bell, originally’
Teagy, Ussia; but, for some unknown;
8y o this has been discarded for
: “emiMerican locomotive bell.
vy :nmllorlty of the natives now
few Small frame houses, but a
tyne Il Iive in barabaras, the old:
The JtMi-subterranean earth houses.!
g Arabaras that now remain in
ajj, &ve been modernized by board
Ayq .20d floors, stove pipe chimneys
Ndows,
Degpfse Natives are a hard-working
Mte,e and are not often found idle.
the the winter months have passed
Caey Proceed to the business of
Part, DK fish, often going to distant-
' Of the island and establishing

Fear Felt for American Cbuple
And Native ‘Army’ on Attu

By the Associated Presa.

SEATTLE, Aug. 8.—Don Pickard
and hiz wife, Ginger, former boat
operators between Dutch Harbor
and Attu, are wondering what hap-

.pened to their friend, C. Foster
-Jones, and his 47-man native “army”
,on Attu when the Japs invaded that
Aleutian Island outpost.

Mr. Pickard said that Mr. Jones,
island caretaker and operator of its
radio station, drilled the men among
the natives as a little military force
during the Pickards' last visit to the
island in April.

Jones had a rifle and a shotgun
in his radio station. He told the
,Pickards he and his army were going
to fight it out with the Japs if they
‘landed.

“He showed me how he could ruin
the whole radio so it would be use-
less to the Japs,” Mr. Pickard said.

“If they landed he was going to de-

stroy the stores of aviation gasoline

and Diesel ofl.” .

Mr. Pickard added that “he had a
lot of courage but I kind of hope
that, when he saw.it was hopeless,
he didn't fight. If he did, he's prob-
ably dead.”

Mr. Pickard said that Mr. Jones
had four schedules a day of broad-
casting aerclogical reports to Dutch
Harbor. “We heard him one noon as
usual, Then we never heard him
again.”

Mr. Jones and his wife, Etta, the
school teacher, were the only whites
on the island.

The Pickards could have evacuated
the whole population from the island
in April but had no orders to do so,
they sajd. A Navy vessel later tried
to get in to pick up the populace but
was held off by storms. By the time
these had abated it was too late.

temporary camps for this purpese.
They travel many miles in their out-
board dories to bring back driftwood
for use as fuel in winter. Driftwood
is not very plentiful and must be’
supplemented by coal from the store.

At certain seasons of the year they
hunt seals, sea lions, birds and eggs.
Nothing is ever wasted; bent nails
from packing cases are carefully
saved; the skins, intestines and
stomachs of the sea mammals are
used in various ways. Even the sea’
lion's whiskers gre used for tooth-
picks and salmon heads are strung
up to dry and eventually used for

indling fires.

k SOmegimes the children tame
young sea gulls and cormorants as
pets, for there are no dogs and
cats on the island. After reaching.
maturity these birds ‘always forage
for themselves, but return to their
owner’s home each evening,

No agricultural products are
grown, for the natives state thatl
the growing season is too short.
However, vegetables are raised with
some success on Bering Island, one
of the Komandorskie Islands, 200
miles to the west, so it appears from
this statement that the reason is
a lack of ambition rather than fact.

Rare Contacts With World

A ship of the United States Blolog-
fcal Survey or of the Bureau of
Fisheries may occasjonally make a
call at the island. These visits and
especially those of the Coast Guard
cutters are the high lights of the
summer season. When a ship 1is
sighted the chief immediately raises
the Stars and Stripes on the tall
fHagpole imported especlally for this:
purpose, If the ship is & Coast
Guard cutter, Mike dresses In his
best clothes—a blue serge business
suit with shirt and tle to match—
and goes aboard to report on the
affairs of the village. He takes with

;|him a list of the persons needing

medical or dental aid. When the
doctor and dentist arrive in the vil--
lage, the chief sees that all pa-
tients are ready and waiting and
makes himself definitely useful in
many ways to the officers of the
cutter,

The Coast Guard is the mother
and the father of natives in the
many remote, out-of-the-way vil-
lageg of Alaska. On these men and
their fine ships the natives depend
for their meager contacts with the
outside world, as well as for their

medical and dental care. When a
Coast Guard cutter anchors in the
bay for the night the whole village:
is invited aboard to see the movie
show. They go out in their dories,
all dressed up in their best for this
occasion, and although not under-
standing the movie, they laugh up-
roariously in the most inappropriate
places.

Generally speaking, the health of
‘the inhabitants is good, there being
only two or three of the older men
unable to do their share of the work.
One bedridden old man, reported to
be 104 years old, is conscientiously
cared for by Chief Mike in his own
home. Mike allows no liquor on the
island. This, I think, is one of the
reasons why Attu is the best of all
the Aleutian villages.

People Still Unspoiled

In the last few years the ways of
the white man have made consid-
erable inroads into their way of liv-
ing, but they remain an unspoiled.
and likeable people.

Their greatest fear was of the
Japanese. All the natives of Attu
seemed to have this dread, and they
told a story of some of their men
going out in two bidarkas (two-place
kayaks) twenty-flve years ago and
never returning. Nothing was ever
seen of the men or the bidarkas
again, and although it would seem
that there might be other explana-
tions for their disappearance, every
native on Attu is convinced that they
were captured or killed by the Japs.

When I read of the Japanese in-
vasion.of Attu I wondered, What did
Mike do? Did he run up the Amer-
ican flag when he sighted their
ships? Were the natives alone on
the island? Did Mike dash to his
radio and perhaps, even faster than
usual, tell Umnak what was happen-
ing? Or were they too terror-’
stricken to do anything but hide In
the hills? Most of all, I should lke
to know what has happened to my
friends there.—to Mike and Anas-
tasia, to Agefangel. Maggie "Rock’
of Ages' and the rest. I hope that
they are safe. but I'm sure that they
are not as placid and contented as
they were when I Inew them.

-Alaskan Peat Prospective Fuel

Prospective sources of fuel are
the extensive peat beds of Alaska's
national forests, according to The
Associated Press.

desolate chain of

.Americans than these

ORIGIN OF ALEUTS,

LOYAL AMERICANS,
LOST IN ANTIQUITY

Natives of Fog-Bound Alas-
kan Islands Show Traces of
Indian, Eskimo Stock

WASHINGTON, July 10. — The
natives of the désolate, fog-bound.
Aleutian Islands are among the’

least known of Uncle Sam's people.

They are not, strictly speaking,’
Eskimos or Indians, although they
show unmistakable signs of rela-
tionship to both these stocks, say
anthropologists of -the Smithsonian
Institute. Only during the past two
decades has much scientific study

| been devoted to their. origins or to

the history of their bleak habitat
before the discovery by Vitus Ber-
ing in 1741,

At the time of Bering there were
about 15,000 inhabitants of the
islands, their
numbers being gradually reduced
to below 3000.

The government of the Czars at
the start.of the 19th Century en-
acted protective laws. The apostle
to the Aleuts was a Russian priest
named Veniaminoff, who must be
considered one of the great mis-
sionaries of history. He went to
the islands in 1824. A man of enor-
mous zeal and energy, he was very
successful in Christianizing the
aborigines.

By and large, the Aleut has re-

sponded well to civilization, espe-

cially under American rule, which
has been progressive and kindiy.

There have been many rumors of
efforts of Japanese sealers and
fishermen to corrupt him by bribe
ery, especially with whisky. But
probably there are few more loyal
islanders,
who have learned to be ‘grateful’
for the paternal kindliness of Uncle.
Sam,

1000 Civilians Leave
Aleutians and Pribilofs

WASHINGTON, July 8 (UP)—
Nearly 1000 civilians have been
evacuated from the Aleutian Islands,
west of Dutch Harbor, and from the
Pribilot Islands, north of the Aleu-
tians, Assistant Indian Affairs Com-
missioner William Zimmerman Jr.,
said today.

He said the evacuees included both
natives and white persons who have
been in the islands as schoolteachers,
wenather observers and traders. He
said he understood “a few” civilians
had refused to leave, “but they were-
all given the opportunity.”

Zimmerman said he knew of no
compulsory evacuation order having
been issued and explained that it

| was merely a case of residents of

the area being allowed to return to
the mainland if they desired.

The Pribilof Islands, lying in the
Bering Sea, have not been mentioned
in any of the Navy's communiques

.on the Aleutian situation and as far
.as is kriown the Japanese have not

made any move into that area.
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ALEUTIAN NATIVES
USED 10 INVASIONS

Few of Real
Because of Mixtures
With Other Races

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (Wide
World)—When war came to the
Aleutian Islands, the Aleut was
not surprised. He is used to seeing,
‘invaders in his rocky, fog-sheathed
islands.

He is used to seeing them come
—and he is used to seeing them go.

The squat, slightly oily Aleut In-
dians have inhabited the islands of
the Aleutian chain as long as their
own records have existed or their
fables bheen told. There probably
never were very many Aleuts, .and,
now there are even fewer, perhaps
a dozen on Attu Island, occupied
early in June by the Japanese, a
‘few more on Kiska, which fell into’
Japanese hands a few days later.
The other small islands of the
chain stretching westward from
the Alaskan peninsula have small
Aleut villages, some of them occu-
pied only part of the year.

No one knows who was the first
invader of the Aleutians—perhaps’
the Aleut himself. Many scientists
believe he originally was an Asiatic
who made his way from Siberia in
skin boats, to settle down to a diet
of fish, sea-bird eggs and seal
meat. Whether he actually liked
this diet and the island weather—
almost continuous fogs, wind that
blows constantly and bitter cold—
or whether he simply lacked the
energy to move on, again no one
knows.

But in any event, he was living
there when the ‘Bostons,” the
New Bedford whalers, came.

They left some of their New
England place names—and a few
New England racial traces—in the
Aleutians. They used the islands
as refuges from Arctic storms and
as whaling stations. They were a
rough crew, and the Aleut suffered.

But he still was there on his bar-
ren islands when the Bostons left.

The American Confederacy was
one of the next outlanders to show
its colors on the Aleutians when
the Confederate warship Savannah,
a commerce raider, lurked there
during the last few months of the
Civil War. The Savannah stayed
only long enough to shell a Union
ship or two in the Guif of Alaska.
Some of the Aleuts may have
heard the shelling, but they kept
right on catching seals.

Imperial Russia was the most
important of all the invaders, and
its record extended over more than
a half century. Beginning with the
explorer Bering, Russian boats con-
sistently used the Aleutians as a
stepping-stone between Asia and
Alaska. Their record is com-
memorated by such names in the
islands as Massacre Bay. And one
of the chief reasons they moved
against other Alaskan Indians was

that the supply of Aleuts for |

slaves was virtually exhausted.

Indians There |’

Small parties of United States

the Pacific to check against possible enemy activity.

troops are continually visiting hundreds of barren and isol

A SEARCH FOR JAPANESE ‘NUISANCE FORCES’ IN THE ALEUTIANS

*

ated islands "
U. ¥ Marine Corp¥)
( ar m_/

‘American ArmyF;)rces
Take Up Positions in
Andreanof Islands

WASHINGTON, Oct. 3—Posi-
tions in the Andreanof group of
islands in the Aleutians have been
occupied without opposition by
American Army troops with naval

day. The movement took place
“recently” and Army aircraft, in-
cluding Flying Fortresses and pur-
suit planes now are operating from
girfields in the islands. it was
stated.

The exact place of the occupa-

| from Dutch Harbor,

support, the Navy announced to-,

tion was not announced but the
westernmost island of the Andre-
anof group is only 125 miles east
of Kiska, the main base held by
the Japanese in the Aleutians. The
easternmost of the group is 365
miles from Kiska, and 245 miles
the main
American base in the Aleutians,

The Japanese had not appeared
in the Andreanof Islands, nor had
the American Navy established
bases there in the past. The is-
lands, therefore, had no wharves
or other Navy installations. The
land is wild and has been uninhab-
ited, except for occasional trap-
pers. The terrain is forbidding, al-
though there is sufficient open and

The Russians were the last to
practice a policy of extermination
against the Aleutian natives, but
they were not the last invaders.
Gold-crazed prospectors on their
way to Nome stopped off there,
and some stayed. Scandinavian
whalers and sealers followed the
New Bedford route to the same is-
‘lands. Some of them even left in
the Aleutians native crewmen they
had picked up in Hawaii. Sealing
boats of nearly all the Pacific na-
tions anchored there while slaugh-
tering the Pribilof seal herds.

Finally, there have been the suc-
cessive invasions of the salmon

cannery men. The first canneries
used largely Chinese labor—and its
traces were left in the islands.
Japanese replaced the Chinese in
later years, and Filipinos later re-
placed part of the Japanese—al-
though Japanese-owned fishing
boats continued to hang just over
the horizon of the Aleutians until
the present war began.

The mixture of races in the is-
lands has left many an Aleut child
more Asiatic than Indian. Fisher-
men say that the same mixture has
resulted in some of the most beau-

seen,

level space for the establishment,

tiful native girls they have ever.

of airfields. Most of the isla“d:
have high mountain peaks, “n‘
there are active volcanos on 5¢
eral of them. '

The Andreanof group form$
long chain, one of its islands bel"‘
the southernmost of the Aleutis”
It extends for 240 miles from *
guam Pass to Amchitka Pass.
spite the unprorMsing phyiscal #
pects, the chain is strategically
cated to the advantage of a f"r';
operating against the weste’
Aleutians. where the Japan®
have clung to their foothold
have sought to consolidate e f
strengthen their position in o
face of the harassing attacks
the United States forces.

Alaskan Indian Fashio™
Intricate Sled Model

By the Associated Press. dd"
JUNEAU, Alaska.—Latest 2%
tion to the native arts collect“’gﬂcc
the Territorial Museum is a 5-0 o
model of a Yukon dog sled. ‘ﬁed
posed of 241 pieces carved and ﬂlaﬂd
together hy a Diomede I8 “
Eskimo. It is made of black Wye
bone and white walrus ivorys gef
black runners having white eigg
ghoes, and the black frames Py
fitted together with 51 boltS pitt
nuts, tapped and threaded desnjt!
their tiny sizes. made of the 100
ivory. The sled is 19 inches
4 inches wide and 6 inches DI#" .
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ALEUTIAN ISLANDS
N0 BARREN ROCKS

cOl’l'espondent Finds Soil Is
Fertile, With Wild Vines and
Grasses Flourishing

» AN ALEUTIAN- ARMY OUT-
OST (Wide World)—The ques-
ton, “What are we tighting for in
€ Aleutian Islands?” has been
2ked many times, and the easiest
Answers have been negative—there
3% no people, no trees, practically
0 animals, few homes, no farma.
But an assumption that the
A~leutia.nl are bp.rren, worthleas
'§°°k! is unjustified and arouses
.’;‘mediate oppositton among per-
.ex‘t‘: who have lived or traveled
nsively in the islands.
In the first place, the soil is ex-
emely fertile, sandy loam, which
;'un matter of regularity grows
d pea vines and various grasses
“2lmoat all nutritious to cattle or
w‘eep—waist high on a tall man.
v Id rye hag heads six inches long,
rious valuable herbs grow wild,
cluding  arnica, digitalis and
Others,
m.‘Nativel have for centuries lived
mi the berries of the so-calied ptar-
v gan bush and on the roots of
W‘HOUB tubers when other food
d 48 unavailable. Caribou and rein-,
®er, grow fat on the grass and
™t xome of the finest hom
Erowths to be found anywhere.
or the few places where soldiers
Ito trappers have planted tiny vic-
i.h"y gardens as experiments, rad-
8 €8, lettuce and beeta thrive.
} Me of the moil seems lacking in
d"le, but that is its only apparent.
ficiency.
eére are several explanations
trees are lacking. But wher-
trees have been planted, they
‘tm’l"e- On one windswept isle,
lin, P8 have planted a single sap-
fe g, surrounded it with a tight
nap ® and dubbed it the Aleutian
Ational forest. One small juniper-
.le tree grows naturally on some
la‘ndl. It is a dwarf species only
n to 24 inches tall—but a tree
One the leas.
Contrary to common opinion, the
18 not particularly rocky. True,
Olcances 'in places have thrown
LUge boulders for miles toward the
w:ches. True, too, that nearly
=c'Y island is topped with some

The Polar Timen
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kind of fog-bound, forbidding peak.
But around the peaks and between
the boulders are wild meadows that
would make a Missourl mule chortle
with delight.

There are several examples of
what this chain can do as a stock
raising country. On at least two
islands, large bands of sheep have
been grazed successfully. One band
of 10,000 has had no food other
than the natural grass in years and
is thriving. The thermometer
never strikes a point low enough to
bother a hardy breed, and there are
no predators to decimate the lambs
in Spring. The sheepmen have just
one chore——the annual shearing.

On another island, not actually.
in the Aleutians but close to them,
a bull and half a dozen heifers
were put ashore some fifty years
ago. Today, their descendants form |
a -sizeable herd, although they,
have been left entirely to them-
selves except for occasional killing
parties. ’

As fur-growing country, the
islands are unsurpassed. Wet winds
and foggy days produce superior
pelts. The blue foxes, whose origin
is a matter of doubt, have multi-
plied consistently, providing a
steady living for a number of white
and native trappers.

The average Aleutian stream,
six feet wide in September, is a
frothy, living thing, with hump-
backed salmon fighting for swim-
ming room or floating drearlly
down after spawning. Cloae on the
heels of the salmon are myriads of
trout getting fat on the salmon
eggs.

OCEAN
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sea food is pientiful. The spider
crab frequently is six feet from toe
to toe, and excellent eating. For
codfish and halibut, it is only
necessary to drop a hook over the
stern of a boat and bait it with
almost anything from a red rag to
‘& chunk of bacon fat. Various
other smaller fish are common.

In almost every bay, a half-dozen
hair seals keep a constant curious
watch on the world, and herds of
fur seals—protected by the govern-
ment—frequently wander by. Dead

are !

regular olfactory menaces.
of both butter and razor clams.
Bird life is not particularly va-
ried. Bald eagles float over some
of the peaks and feast on the fish
in the streams. An average day’s
bird counting might show a num-.
ber of crows, a few larks, some:
field sparrows, a peculiar little
brown wren, some ptarmigan

Along the salt water beaches,

Eskimos Build Igloos
Elders Teach the

Agﬁinst ;4ir Raids;
Nearly Forgotten Art

“(which look enough like grouse to’

By The Assoclated Press.

‘. KOTZEBUE, Alaska, July 26—
Up here near the top of the world
the war has revived an almost for-
gotten art, the building of snow
igloos. The Eskimos are putting
them up for air-raid shelters.

News from the battlefronts is
big news in this village, shrouded
in darkness, except for a few hours
of dusk, during the Winter. Cabins
may be almost completely buried
in snow, but most of them are
marked by radio aerial poles. The
Rev. Paul C. O'Connor estimates
that more than half the families in
his congregation have radios, late
models with three wave bands.

When Dec. 7 came, Kotzebue,
usually drab and lifeless, reacted
‘quickly to the news from Pearl
Harbor.

The Eskimos fimagined that
Japanese were hiding behind every

cabin, Father O'Connor related.
They took distorted views of the
northern lights to be enemy bomb--
ers.

Meeting after meeting was held.
A civilian guard was organized.
They demanded that the priest
silence the church bell and use it
only for an air-raid alarm.

The old men of the village were
commiseioned to draw plans for.
building snow igloos. a lost art
among the younger tribesmen, for
bomb shelters.

Soon the young bucks were
cutting snow blocks and fitting
them into spacious, two-room arc-
tic bungalows.

Supervising the job were elders.
hopeful that when the bell tolls,
and bombers ride out of the Arctic
night, their families and sled dogs
will be safe.

whales floating up on the beaches:

Almost any beach wiil yield shells’

Conservation Policy
To Protect Wildlife
Assefs in Alaska

| Descriptions and illustrations of

1Alaska’'s big game, fur animals and
birds are in “Mammals and Birds
of Alaska,” a circular issued by the
United States Fish and Wildlife
Service.” The new publication sets
forth the Federal Government's con-
servation policy for maintaining the
Territory’s valuable wildlife asset.

“It is significant,” declared Frank
Dufresne, the author, “that wildlife
not only provided the main incen-
tive for the colonization of Alaska
by the Russian discoverers of two
centuries ago, under the Stars and
Stripes since 1867 has continued to
play a leading role in the develop-
ment of the Territory. This rich re-
source is now being managed in-
such a way as to guarentee its pres-
ervation indefinitely.”

Dufresne is executive officer of the
Alaska Game Commission, which
functions as the operating agency
cf the Fish and Wildlife Service.
This commission meets annually and
recommends to the Secretary of the
Interior suitable regulations with
respect to hunting seasons, bag lim-
its, establishment of game and fur
districts and designation of areas
as wildlife sanctuaries.

State Medicine for Indians

Medical service for the Indians
and Eskimos is provided through-
the Office of Indian Affairs, which
maintaing close cooperation with
the Territorial Department of
Health, established in 1936, recalls
The United Press.

have been frequently mistaken for
them by soldiers), the usual thou-
sands of sea gulls, the ordinary va-
riety and sooty terns, plus some
common mallards, teal and other
ducks, some cormorants and a
number of sea pigeons with yellow
bills and little sense. ‘

Climatically, these islands are
no paradise. The wind blows al-
most as much as it does in Kansas,
the rain is even more constant
than in the Pacific Northwest and
the combination brings on a hori.:
‘zontal soaking that is no fun in
either the Aleut or English tongues.

Lack of trees makes firewood
and building materials a definite
problem for a single settler or an
Army. No coal has been found,
and few other minerals have been
mined although exploration is far
from complete. Some volcanoes
are active, and it is only twenty-
seven years since the top of one—
Mount Katmi, on the mainland but
in the same geographical area—
blew off with an explosion heard
practically around the - world.
Mount Veniaminoff, even closer to
the islands, has been in eruption
within the last three years. Sev-
eral peaks on the islands smoke
. constantly.

The chain is rugged, but not
barren in any senae of the word.
'A Japanese journalist who visited
.Alaska several years ago was
quoted as saying the chain could

support 5,000,000 Japanese in com-
parative comfort.
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[GLOOS FROM SNOW
BUILT BY SOLDIERS

Better Than Pup Tents in the
Arctic, Says New Manual
Issued by Army

WASHINGTON (Science Serv-
fce)—If you are worrying about
keeping the house warm this Win-
ter, just suppose you stop & mo-
ment, unwrinkle your brow and
give a thought to the soldiers who
will be out on patrol when Winter
settles down over inland Alaska.
‘Some of them will be sleeping in
snow igloos.

A new Army manual for the use
of soldiers who must make war in
anow and extreme cold, discussed
in the new issue of The Infantry
Journal, tells among other things
how to build a dome-shaped snow
house of the most approved Eskimo
architecture.

The only tool needed is & long
knife, the Instructions state. A
bayonet will do, although a slight-
ly longer blade is better. A shovel
for handling soft snow, however,
is a good thing to have along.
Snow should be firm and well-
packed, but neither too warm nor
too cold. If too warm, it gets
“thawy” and won't stand up. If
too cold, it tends to become a mass
of loose ice granules, too porous to
keep out the wind, and too good a
conductor of heat to keep in the
warmth,

The house should not be built on
firm, bare ground: that is too cold.
You need a floor of snow to insu-
late the house from the cold earth
as well as snow walls to keep in
the warm air. Your igloo, there-
fore, should be built on fairly deep
snow.

Best size for snow blocks is

|'set the first course of blocks on

NOME, Alaska (#£)—Some 200
Eskimo women in the villages along
the Arctic shore have in the last
year produced 5,000 sealskin parkas
for use of the United States Army.
The money value alone is more
than $100,000 and the value to
troops on Arctic posts is inestim-
able.

In addition to parkas, the Es-
kimo women have produced in
smaller quantities fur boots, seal-
skin mukluks (high water-proof,
cold-proof shoes), fur caps and
gloves. Every garment is hand
made, every one sewed with the
peculiar twisted Eskimo stitch
which is invaluable in a garment
which will be wet and dry, cold
and warm in rapid succession, and
over and over again. Much of the
sewing is done with sinew first
chewed placidly by the seam-
stress.

But all operations were sus-
pended for the berry picking sea-
son of about a month, Any fruit
or fresh vegetable is at a premium
among the natives even in sum-
mer in these latiludes, and in win-
ter some fresh produce is essen-
tial. Thus, the packing into sealskin
bags—where the berries keep
fairly well in a sort of semi-
fresh condition——is very necessary,

Eskimos Interrupt War Work
To Pick Winter Berry Supply

and even war work must stop
while it goes on,

Other greens are picked at the
same time, some of them to be pre-
served in pure seal oil in open
buckets. The Eskimo house without
a roomful of such preserves, plus
dried fish and a dozen other similar
delicacies, is practically no house
at all.

Chief Spike has brought prace
tically all of his able-bodied men
from King Island to the mainland
for war work—which is why he
spends so much time in his office,

These Eskimos operate possibly
the oldest communistic system on.
the continent, and wartime has not
changed it materially. Most of their
earnings go into a common tribal
fund, from which are purchased
the needs of the entire native com-
munity. Spike gains little if any
personal profit from his transac-
tions, but he is absolute boss of the
men in his tribe.

Chief Spike and his aide—whose
name sounds very much like Billi-
ken—are proud of their war effort
and of the men they have sent to
the Army itself. No Eskimo, of
course, would think of mentioning
the work of a woman as of any ac-
count; but they are proud of their
women's work, too,

And almost to a man, they ask
each new visitor, “What more can
we do?”

wide, and 5 inches thick. You
edge in a circle, slicing down the
‘upper corners a little o that they
will lean slightly inward. Work-
ing from inside the circle, you set
the next course upon this, again
the slight inward slope. A com-
panion follows you around the
courses as you build, chinking
cracks with loose anow. Loose
snow may be piled well up againat

about 36 inches long, 18 inches

the sides.

Cave Dwellers Visit Alaska—

TELLER, Alaska, July 24 (#)—
Their annual pilgrimage unaf-
fected by battles in the Aleutians
800 miles south, natives of litile|
Diomede Island have crossed Ber-
ing Strait to market their trinkets
and bolster the food supply of
their rocky island home.

Four huge skin-covered canoes
brought 130 men, women, and chil-
dren to the Alasks mainland with
heavy cargoes of ivory and seal
skins.

The Diomede natives are. cave
dwellers on the rocky isle only a
mile distant from Russia's big Dio-~
mede Island in storm-swept Ber-
ing Strait,

They arrived with their intri-
cately-carved bracelets and qther
trinkets to find a ready market
despjte the absence of the usual
tourist trade. Army and Navy per-
sonnel have been buying up the

in heaps of rough sealskin sacks. .
A chief of the island peoples said
the only change in routine this
war year was their avoidance of
Nome, south of here, In ghe past,
they have gone to the colorful one-1
time gold-rush town to feast on
delicacies of the white man, to
trade, and to see the movies and
‘store windows. )
From here, they will strike out
over the tundra to hunt reindeer
to supplement their food supply.
The natives cross the Strait with
the men, women, and children all
joining in the paddling. They have
to launch their canoes from plat-
forms at Diomede because of the
absence of beaches along the for-
midable and rocky coast.
Dijomede figured dramatically. in
a report that was widely circu-
lated in prewar days. The natives
brought reports of an airport de-
velopment under way on Russia’s
big Diomede, only a rifie shot to

natives’ products.
Their cargoes were tossed ashore

‘the west. The story never was]
confirmed.

Getting the last block into place

on the top of the dome is some-
thing of a trick. You trim the last-

irregular hole left at the top into
an even shape, slip a suitably sized
block out through it endwise, turn
it and lower it over the hole like a2
lid. Thea you trim edges until it
fits neatly into place.
ing hole is cut in the roof after-
ward. As a touch of luxury, you
may want to carry a wooden stove-
pipe with you to slip through this.

You have now walled yourself

entirely in. A door is cut by tunnel.’

ing through the drift under the
wall, so that you go in through a
trench below the general snow
level. The door, left open, and the
chimney-hole in the roof, furnish
good ventilation.

Four men can put up such a
snow house in about an hour. And

it i8 much cozier than any tent,

for an overnight bivouac under
Arctic conditions.

Attu a Hard Spot

WASHINGTON, July 31 — The
Japanese have a triple problem {n
their attempt fo occupy the west-
ernmost of the Aleutian Islands.

They must land in rocky coves
where only small boats can dock
and then at great risk carry all
their equipment over steep rocky

trails and clean out areas for:

camps.
They also must feed the occupy-

ing troops by convoy over almost a .
e through
.some of the most diﬁicul_t navigable.

1,000-mile-long supp

waters_in the world.

A ventilat-

NORTH'’S VIOLET SHOW
IS TRACED TO PLANTS

Single-Celled Algae Found 10

Live on Snow, Ice

WASHINGTON (Science Service)
—Fields of red and purple sno¥
in the northland are due to micr?;
acopic plants. These single-cell
algae, one of the most primitive
groups of living things, were it
vestigated by Erzsébet Kol, Huft"
garlan woman scientist working
under a Smithsonian fellowship:

Her report of the vivid ‘bloom?
in Alaskan mountain ranges hef
just been published here by the
Smithsonian Institution.

In this forbidding arctic enviro?”
ment, she found nearly fifty sam’
ples of the tiny plants living
almost infinite numbers on pef
petual ice and snow.

Collecting living specimenas, Mis$
Kol headed for her laboratory hif
in the Swiss Alps, where
planned to cultivate and study tP
strange form of life.

War has now severed commun!’
cation with Miss Kol. Except o
news of the loss of her living spect,
mens, no word has been receiV'
here on how the war has affect¢
the project. ol

Her previous reports indicat®’
that some of these algae are Vel
fussy about their home surroun
ings. One would not live on i¢®
Another would not live on sno¥:
And there are striking changes p
algae types, depending on wheth®
surrounding mountain slopes aré
acid or alkaline in compositio®
This is probably dua to their 7
liance on air-borne particles of 4¢
composing and shattered rock f°.
food. Dust dissolves siowly in tP
moisture on snow or ice surfact®
providing the minerals essenti
for life. . )

The snow and ice plants Pe"r
haps serve as the chief food 107,
some other form of life, it is
lieved, which, in turn, suppof o
higher form. The life cycle of th
vividly colored organisms remsift
unknown, however, .

Dr. Ales Hrdlicka, Smithsoni??
Institution anthropologist who h?
probably spent more time than an.
other white man in the Aleutian®

describes Attu Island as a “bles;
almost barren rock” capable o
supporting only a few natives wh
have existed solely by fishing. s

The only animal life consists of
few foxes. Some waterfowl nest °§
the island, and ravens and eagl€
are fairly common. There are ®
trees on the island, thus no timb%
for buildings, and only spar®
brush for building fires,

Most of the island is covered Y
close-growing heath, chiefly cro*
berries, although in a few valleyi
covered by the heavy snow$
_winter some other plants, such
larkspur, violets, anemones 9"l
buttercups are found. Severy
kinds of berries form the princiP?
plant food available. ,

t
He expressed the opinion fi’ae

even it American bombers let 14
Japanese alone, they still woV
have -a tough time existing.
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4,000,000 SEALS

ON MENACED ISLES

Many Foxes Also on the
Pribilofs, 280 Miles West
of Dutch Harbor

S u?nrlouncement that the United
tes Navy has evacuated civil-

8 from the Pribilof Islands,
3.1011

ti,
5 west of Dutch Harbor,

or"‘igﬂ this group within the rec-

i 2ed potential war zone of the
North Pacific.

Be he Pribilofs are situated in the

ks d“B_Sea about 220 miles north

Hnrb:hghtly west of the Dutch

ati r base in the Aleutians, a

letinonal Geographic Society bul--

bro, Points out. Lying off the
280 O entrance to Bristol Bay—
Al Miles from the main body of

r “ka—they guard vital sea and
Toutes through Bering Strait
Ussia’'s North European front,

® bulletin continues:

“‘lenthe Pribilofs are volcanic frag-

8t 8, including two main islands,

inhay Ul and St. George; two un-
abited land dots, Otter and

TUs, and a number of islets.

. N“igation There Perilous

. ke most of the groups in
log © northern waters, the Pribi-
prec,a'fe generally rocky and often
'g&tilpltOUS along the shore. Navi-
extpo thereabouts

s ;mely dangerous because of
lacy requent fogs, shifting winds,
age of good harbors and anchor-
le
ESE':S» reefs and rocks orfshore.
Wer, in peacetime, these islands

¢ closed to all except United
‘Uthes shipping, as well as to un-

wOrized visitors.

t :
p‘;ggﬁu square miles, had a
3t nation in 1939 of 299 people;
il eorge (twenty-seven square
8) had 183. It is the animal
hou Mation, rather than human,
iglg Ve, that has made these
kn, w! famous. The Pribilofs are
Sea, N as the world’s greatest fur
.OUPCTOOReries, with additional re-
% ®S of valuable blue foxes and
wplerable water fowl.
horg Very year, beginning in May,
¢ m:“ of ocean-going fur seals
i3]y, to breed in these fog-bound
a 8, whose damp, cool climate
ideay Protected rock ledges are
194¢ for their needs. In August,
listeg the annual census report
u.rhmore. than 2,000,000 seals.
In 178° Pribilofs were discovered
top WG by the Russian fur trader
he w. hom they were named, when
of ma! Seeking the breeding place
Majg Ch fortune-making sea ani-
Wheps Eighty-one years later,
ithe ial e United States took over
Cha, ands with the Alaska pur-
Tema

Se
of
ingt © herd, including the shoot-
l'QeOf mother seals outside the
dye,
ing o their numbers in the follow-
€cades,

"I‘he islands,

Ned. But ruthless killing off

therefore

& with residents of the Aleu-’

8
ThWEll as to Northeastern Siberia.|

is- considered.

8rounds, and many hazardous,

- Paul, with an area of about'

» Vast numbers of seals still.

“Mile 1imit, dangerously re-’

T e

ALEUTIAN. PATROL—The going is rough and treacherous in northern seas, and crews transfer-

ring from patrol planes or naval scouting ships anchored in calmer waters outside breakers get
a taste of it when going on or off duty in the Aleutians.

turned into a seal reservation in
1911, under the authority of the
United States Bureau of Fisheries,
while further protective steps were
taken under international agree-
ments, which also provided for a
division of profits.

“In peacetime the Bureau of
Fisheries not only gave the inhabi-
tants of the Pribilofs employment,
but also looked after their needs in
housing, food, clothes, medical care
and transportation. In Summer
the natives’ chief job was to segre-
gate and kill a certain proportion
of the bachelor seals, processing
their skins and turning the car-
casses into meal and ol. Winter is
the period for fox trapping.

“Some 65,000-odd fur sealskins
were taken in 1940; a thousand fox.
skins was the Winter average.”

Seal Harvest Is Shared

The Pribilofs, island chain in the’'
Bering Sea, have been the source
of the supply for much of the
world's seal furs for years.

Under a forty-year-old treaty,
which the Japanese gave mnotice of
abrogating in 1940, the United
States, Great Britain and Japan di-
vided the skins. The, American
Government directed the opera-
tions and the skins were sold in
the United States. Japan’s split of
the proceeds was 15 per cent.

The largest of the four islands
are St. Paul, thirteen miles long
and six miles in its maximum
width, and St. George, ten miles
long-and four miles wide.

The four rugged islands in the
group—=St. Paul, St. George, Otter
and Walrus—have not a single
harbor among them, and the
treacherous waters of the Bering

.| Sea offer anchorage only when the
were

wind is blowing from the land, ac-

Eskimos lynore Starvation

To Fulfill War Pledge

HEADQUARTERS, Alaska

Defense Command (UP)—A

remote Eskimo village, fired with patriotism, ignored a grave
threat of starvation to fulfill its pledge in the war against

Japan, it was disclosed today.*
The villagers had promised to
complete a secret military project
before the Northern Sea froze this
year. They kept men, women and
children working day and night
while their food stocks dwindled.
Major Marvin Marston of Seattle
told today of the hardships they
accepted with stoic courage. Fear-
ing they could mot meet the dead-
line, they lived on seaweeds and
mussels and allowed no one to take
time for hunting and fishing. They
killed a fifth of their dogs so the
others might live.
Marston arrived at the project
just before it was completed.
“The village food caches were
empty,” he said. “Not a thing had
been laid by for the winter ard
the men, women and children were
weak from hunger. Eager to do
their part in the war effort, they
had put in every waking moment
on the project entrusted to them.
“Eight or nine hundred sled dogs
lay at the end of their chains
starving, yammering day and night,
many of them too widak to get to

cording to navigational informa-
tion available at the Navy Depart-
ment.

The United States, however, ap-
parently has done considerable de-
velopment work on the two main
islands, St. Paul and St. George,
which have the largest and most

numerous seal rookeries in the.
world.

their feet,”

Marston said that on the night of
his arrival he attended “what must
have been one ,of the grjmrhest‘l
councils ever held among Arctic
tribesmen. !

“I saw Sinyookee, a gaunt Eskimo'
medicine man, arise and, weaving
on his feet from hunger and weari-
ness, make a halting suggestion,”
Marston said. “He told them 1o
kill every fifth dog in the village
and feed the carcasses to the other
dOgS."

The dogs represented the entire
wealth of the village but the Eski-
mos readily agreed. .

“In the morning, 100 dogs were
shot,” he said. “They were skinned;
because there had been no hunting,
and there were no skins for winter
garments. The lean carcasses were
apportioned among the living dogs.’
I saw a trio of pups gnawing on a.
part of the carcass of their mother.”

Marston urged the hunters to
seek game. They refused but he
finally persuaded a 14-year-old boy
to leave. The youth killed a seal
and tramped _into camp at dusk with,
meat. The villagers celebrated that

‘night.

They completed their project he-
fore the deadline and the Army
banished fears of starvation by
bringing them provisions.

When Marston left, the village
chief told him: I

“Don’t worry about the Japs. 1f,
they come here we shoot them. Like:
wolf—right between the eyes.”
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HANSON, BYRD AIDE,
IS KILLED IN CRASH

Commander, Chief Radio Man
on Antarctic Expedition,
Perishes ‘in the North’

WASHINGTON, Aug. 11—Com-
mander Malcolm P. Hanson, a Na-
val Reserve officer who was chief
radio man for Rear Admiral Byrd
on the 1928-30 Antarctic expedi-
tion, has been killed in an airplane
crash “somewhere in the North,”
the Navy stated today.

Told World of Byrd’s Work

For his work as radio engineer
and chief wireless operator on the'
Byrd first Antarctic expedition,
Commander Hanson won the gold
medal of the Veteran Wireless Op-
erators Association. The award|
was made by radio flashed across!
11,000 miles from the Crystal Stu-
dio at the Radio World's Fair in:
Madison Square Garden to Ad-
miral Byrd's camp at Little Amer-
ica on Sept. 27, 1929.

The award was made in recogni-,
tion of Commander Hanson's
achievements in keeping the expe-
dition in touch with the world, be-
sides his feat of clearing a long
daily news dispatch to the receiv-
ing station of THE NEW YORK
TIMES.

On the expedition he made meas-.

urements of the Kennelly-Heavi-
side layer, which affects propaga-
tion of radio waves by reflection..
The work entailed a trip ten miles
out on the Barrier in uncertain
weather at 70 below zero and a
stay there of forty-eight hours
while observations and photo-
graphs were made.

On March 19, 1929, Commander |

‘Hanson accompanied Admiral Byrd

on a hazardous rescue flight to|
‘Larry Gould, Bernt Balchen and,

Harold June, who had beem ma-
rooned in the mountaing of Ant-
arctica after their plane had been
wrecked by a gale. The entire
group returned safely within sev-
eral days.

Commander Hanson was respon-
sible for the world's record in radio
and aviation established on Jan.
25, 1929, when Admiral Byrd's
plane, the Stars and Stripes, in
flight 3,000 feet above the icy
wastes surrounding the Bay of
Whales in the Antarctic, conduct-
ed two-way communication with
THE NEW YORK TIMES radio sta-
tion in Times Square.

Commander Hanson, who en-
gaged in aircraft radio develop-
ments and tests, had also assisted
in the radio preparations for the
Byrd-McMillan trip to Greenland.
in 1925, the Wilkins-Detroit Ex-
pedition and Byrd Arctic Expedi-
tion of 1926. He was in charge of
radio equipment for Admiral
Byrd's transatlantic flight of 1927.

Comdr. Hanson was widely known
in Washington, since he had been
in charge of the radio test .lab-

Commander Malcolm P. Hanson

oratory at the Anacostia Naval Air
Station from 1930 to 1937 and was
associated with the Washington In-
stitute of Technology in the study
of instrument-landing in 1939,

Late in 1939 he was on active duty
'in the Bureau of Ships in the Navy
Department and in January, 1940,
was transferred to the Bureau of
Aeronautics.

He was born October 19, 1894, of.
American parents residing in Berlin
Germany. :

Naval records show that his
father, Albert Parker Hanson, was
a Milwaukee engineer and inventor-
who laid the first telegraph line
across Iceland in 1890.

Comdr. Hanson attended the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, leaving in 1917
to join the Naval Reserve for World
War duty.

He was a radio electrician with
shore station duties until the sum-"
mer of 1918 when he was commis-.
sioned ensign and assigned to air-
craft radio‘development duties,

From 1919 to 1920 he was a radio
operator in the Merchant Marine.

He resumed his studies at the
University of Wisconsin in 1920 and
later constructed the first-owned
broadcast station (WHA) and was
an instructor in physics in radio.

In 1924, he came to the Naval
Research Laboratory at Bellevue. -

Surviving him are his mother,
Mrs. Lida Hanson; his widow, Mrs.
Euphrasie Hanson; five children,
Malcolm, jr., 13; Eric, 10, Richard,
John and Ethel; two brothers, Earl
Hanson, geographer and author, of
New York and Washington; Donald
Hanson, publisher of the magazine
Woman's Day; and one sister, Miss
Herdis Hanson of New York, head
of the music department of the
Ethical Culture School.

3
|

Peary Seaman Dies at 92

WINDSOR, Ont., Sept. 20 (CP).—
Frederick M. Newbury, native of
Newfoundland, who went on several
famous expeditions, died at his home
here today. He was ninety-two
years old. He went to sea at the
age of eleven and sailed at various.
times under Admiral Robert E.
Peary, smerican Arctic explorer,
and Sir Wilfred T. Grenfell, author
and explorer, He came to Wind-,
sor in 1924, Three daughters, two:

sons, twenty-nine grandchildren and
seven great-grandchildren survive,

MAX H. DEMOREST,

GLACIER AUTHORITY

Lieutenant, Who Left Career
as Educator to Aid Army,
Killed in the Arctic

CINCINNATI, Dec. 10 (P)—
Lieutenant Max Harrison Demor-
est, one of the nation's outstand-
ing authorities on glaciers, died in
a far outpost of the arctic, his
wife, Mrs. Rebecca Humphreys
Demorest, disclosed today. He was

. | 32 years old.

[It was announced by the War
Department last night that Lieu-
tenant Demorest was killed on
Nov. 30 when a motor sled in
which he was riding crashed
through an ice bridge and fell in
a crevasse.]

Lieutenant Demorest received
his doctorate in philosophy from
Princeton University. !

Lieutenant Demorest, whose
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Harry
Demorest reside in Flint, Mich,,
was acting head of the Geology De-
partment at Wesleyan University,
when commissioned in the Army
last July.

So remote was the spot in which
he met death, Mrs. Demorest said,
that in his .last letter, received
more than three months ago, he
indicated he would write to her
next in the Spring. Her letters to
him, she added, were dropped by
airplane.

Served in Perilous Arctic

A brilliant glaciologist, Dr.
Demorest had, despite his youth, &
splendid record of important re-
search when he gave up last Sum-,
mer the prospect of an unusually
successful scientific career to serve
his country in the Army. Danger
was nothing néew to him, and he
had twice served as a member of
scientific expeditions to the more
perilous parts of Greenland.

Dr. Demorest, for the last sev-
eral years before he became a'
soldier, had been engaged at Yale
University in research into the in-:

ternal mechanics by which large,

ice fields moved. In his researches.
he applied the techniques of the
geological studies of rocks to ice,
slicing the ice into thin sections’
which he examined under polarized
light. In 1939 he shipped from
Mount Ranier to Yale 350 pounds
of glacial ice, carefully packed in
dry ice in order to prevent melting.’

Worked in Sub-Zero Chamber

Dr. Demorest worked at Yale in
a. sub-zero chamber, and while con-:
ducting his experiments often tel-
ephoned results to his wife at their
home in New Haven so that she
could record them.

One of his most important con-
clusions was that glacial ice moved
by plastic flow rather than alter-
nate thawing and freezing, The
flow, he found, was hrought about’
by molecular adjussnents. In De-,
cember, 1941, his paper, “Proce

esses of Ice Deformation Within

' Glaciers,” read before a meeting of.

Dr. Max H. Demorest

the Geological Society of America,

said: “Experiment shows that de-
formation of ice, even at the sur-
face of a glacier, is primarily a re-
sult of flowage rather than of dis-
continuous movements on discrete
shear planes.”

Short and wiry, he was full of
energy and enthusiasm for his
work. He simply had to find out
the most he could about the things
in which he was interested.

His work at Yale was done with
the financial aid of various organi~
zations. It began in 1939 and he
was a Yale Sterling Fellow in Ge*
ology in 1939-40, a National Re-
search Council Geology Fellow in
1940-41 and a Guggenheim FelloW
in Geology in 1942.

The Geological Society of Amer*
ica also aided him financially in
his research. That society has jus
honored him by election as a fel
low. Of the nation’s 6,000 to 7,000
geologists only about 800 have
been elected to the society an
most of the members were elected
after they were 35.

Born in Flint, Mich., on Feb. 18
1910, he received an A. B. degre€
from the University of Michigan
in 1834, an M. 8. from the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati in 1936 and 2
Ph. D. from Princeton University
in 1938. In 1930-31 he was assist

>

- ant meteorologist and aerologist in

the fourth Greenland Expedition of
the University of Michigan.

He spent a year in Greenland, i7

.1932-33, as glaciologist and assist

ant meteorologist with the Univer-
sity of Michigan - Pan - Americal
Airways Polar Year Expedition

In 1934-35 he was an assistant
in geology on the faculty of the
University of Michigan's Summer
sessions. In 1934-36 he was an as“
sistant in geology on the Univer-
‘sity of Cincinnati’s faculty. He
was a geology assistant at Prince”
ton in 1936-37 and an assistant
professor of geology at North
Dakota University in 1938-39. For
a time while he was doing research
at Yale he traveled back and forth
to Middletown, Conn., in order to0

teach geology at Wesleyan.

He was a member of the Amer-
ican Geophysical Union. He wroté
prolifically on his subject.

A child also survives.
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MAJOR A.N.PARKER
BYRD PILOT, DIES

Marine, First Man Ashore on
Initial Antarctic Expedition,
Received Flying Cross

MIAMI, Fla., Nov. 30 (UR)—Ma-
lor Alton N. Parker of the Marine
c‘Jl'ps Reserve, who accompanied
Admiral Richard E. Byrd on his,
North and South Pole expeditions,
died in his hotel room here today.

eath was ascribed to mnatural
Causes., He was 47 years old.

A veteran airplane pilot who had
More than 2,000,000 miles in the
8ir, Mr, Parker had been affiliated

th Transcontinental and Western
Airlines since the company began

mail operation in 1930.
e leaves a widow ard a son,
Jack Parker of Kansas City.

Major Parker was with Byrd as
2 flier on the North Pole expedi-

on in 1926. He was chosen to ac-
Sompany the explorer on the South

Ole expedition in 1928.

Decorated for Services

In 1930 Major Parker received
the Distinguished Flying Cross for
eXtraordinary achievement as test
Pilot in a flight of the [first Byrd
tarctic] expedition which result-
®d in claiming new land for the
hited States.”
The flight mentioned in the ci-
tation was made in 1929 when Ma-~
Or Parker acted as pilot for Rear
Almira] Richard E. Byrd, head of

Capt. W. J. Pefers,
Carnegie Scientist

WASHINGTON, July 11

mCam. William John Peters, for-
€rly chief magnetic observer at the
€partment of Terrestrial Magnet-

‘:m of the Carnegie Institution and
t"fnmander of

he vessels Gali-
dele and Carnegie,
&ted yesterday

his home, 310

Semary street,
Mhevy Chase, 1

d. He was 79.
X entered the
veological Sur-
€Y in 1884 as
istant topog-
Pher and was .

*8pidly pro-
Moteq  inros
the d  through

grades. From
303" to 1905 he
S second in

o) Capt. Peters
Mmand of the Ziegler Polar Ex--

Peg

tine "
In

Chief

ander of the magnetic survey
f&:g:’ Galilee by the Carnegie In-
g“hder of the survey yacht Car-
lu.“" During his later years, until
% Tetirement in 1931, he was en-
e“d in study of the results of the
Te, AN magnetic work and in other
Search work.

lon and in charge of its scien-
work,

1906 Capt. Peters was appointed

magnetic observer and com-:

on and later served as com--

MAJOR ALTON N. PARKER

first Byrd Antarctic expedition’
Elfle1928-30? The flight led to the
discovery of the Edsel Ford range
of mountains and the eastern boun-
dary of the Ross Sea. Major
Parker did not, however, fly either
over the North or South Pole. In
1926 the late Floyd Bennett flew

‘Admiral Byrd over the North Pole,

and on the South Polar flight of
the admiral Bernt Balchen was the
y t.

pﬂlon 1926, in a message to the late
Lieut. Gen. John A. Lejeune, then
commandant of the Marine Corps,
Admiral Byrd said: “Parker inde-
fatigable, able, courageous and
credit to Marine Corps. Took every
flight but one to pole. Greatly re-
gretted could not take him on that
flight on account foo much weight
for skiis, though Parker more ex=-
perienced flier land plane than
Bennett or myself. His spirit has
been most commendable.”

Beat Them All Ashore

When, late in 1928, the men of
the first Byrd Antartic expeditio:
quit their ship and landed for the
first time, Major Parker was the
first man to land. One version had
it that Admiral Byrd gave him the
honor because he was the senior
United States Marine on the expe-

.dition. Russell Owen, covering the

expedition for THE NEW YORK
TIMES, wrote of the landing as fol-

.| lows:

“There was a scramble to be the

.| first one over the side, and Cap-

tain Alton Parker of the Marine

| Corps won by a second. ‘The Ma-
‘| rines are always first ashore,’ he

yelled back. A moment later and

‘| the ice near the ship was covered
with men, running-to stretch their,

legs and pelting each other with
snowballs.”
On another occasion Mr. Owen

.| described Major Parker as “a wiry

Southerner, quick as a cat, who has
flown all sorts of planes from pur-
suit planes to lumbering craft.”
After the dangerous and impor-
tant flight leading to the discovery
of the Ford Mountain Range, Ad-
miral Byrd said of Major Parker:
“Parker did his job perfectly. I
knew what sort of a pilot he was,

 for he was at Spitsbergen with us'

on the North Pole expedition. He

‘| had taken a keen interest in geog-

) ‘cal work, of which forty-three were

PROF. FRANZ BOAS,
SCIENTIST, DIES, 84

Held Chair of Anthropology at
Columbia 43 Years—Emeritus
Professor Since 1936

Dr. Franz Bocs, Professor Emeri- |
tus of Anthropology at Coiumbia
University and one of the world's
leading authorities in the study of
man and his inheritance, died there

Dec. 21
luncheon at the Men's Faculty [

Club. His age was 84.

Although he had retired from
teaching in 1936, Dr. Boas at his
death, was making a study of the,
relation between physical and men-
tal development. His retirement;

from academic duties six years ago
seemed only to free him for in--
creased activity in the political
field on behalf of intellectual free-
dom and democratic equality, in op-
position to the dictatorships of
Europe.

. Dr. Boas was born at Minden,
Westphalia, on July 9, 1858, the son
of M. and Sophie Meyer Boas. He
studied in the Universities of Heidel-
berg, Bonn and Kiel from 1877 to
1881 and received his Ph. D. from
Kiel University the latter year. He

raphy, and joined an expedition that
sailed from Hamburg for the Arctic
in 1883. It was then that he de-
cided to take up anthropology as
his life work, and he spent a whole
year in a small Eskimo settlement
in Baffin Land.

Upon his return to Germany he
was appointed assistant at the
Royal Ethnographical Museum in
Berlin and also docent of geog-
raphy at the University of Berlin.

In 1886 he came to the United
States and began a work of anthro-
pological research that extended
over North America and Puerto
Rico and lasted until .1927. s

After fifty years of anthropologi-

as professor at Columbia Univer-
sity, Dr. Boas came to the con-
clusion that superiority and inferi-
ority of race are fallacies.

Among the other books and
treatises that Dr. Boas wrote were
‘“‘Baffin Land,” ‘‘Chinook Texts,"”
“Indian Legends- of the North-
West Coast of America,” ‘“Social
Organization and Secret Societies
of the Kwakiutl Indians,” ‘“‘Kathla-'
met Texts,”” ‘“The Eskimo of Baf-

fin Land and Hudson Bay,”
‘““Handbook of American-Indian’
Languages’ (three volumes),

“Tsimshian Mythology,” ‘‘Kutenai
Tales,” “‘Tlingit Grammar,” “Eth-.

got very low gasoline consump- |
tion on the flight and handled the
plane as only natural fliers can.”

He Wore Gala Costume

On the flight Major Parker, de-
lighted at the opportunity to do
something unusual, wore gala gar- j
ments, red and black checked lum-
bermen’s pants. Major Parker was
a flyer for twenty-four years.

Born in Hazelburst, Miss., Major
Parker enlisted in the Navy in
-June, 1917. It was at Pensagola,

of a heart attack during:| j

DR. FRANZ BOAS

nology of the Kwakiutl,” ‘‘Kere-
san Texts,” ‘“‘Religion of the Kwa-
kiutl Indians,’”” as well as numer-
ous scientific reports and contribu-
tions to magazines and newspapers.

" Dr. Boas began his career as a
physicist. After preliminary work at:
the Universities of Heidelburg and
Bonn, he won his doctorate at Kiel
with a thesis entitled “The Nature
of the Color of Water.” He knew
that the sensation of color was sub-
jective—that it depended upon qual-
fties in an individual’s brain rather
than in the object viewed. This led
him to wonder what effect the ap-
parent blueness of sea water might
have upon people living near the
ocean.

He decided that Eskimos, because
of their contact with the deep blue
waters of Arctic seas, would be ideal
subjects for such a study. Hence, in’
June, 1883, he embarked on a Scotch
whaling boat for Baffin Land to
pass more than a year among the
natives of Cumberland Sound and
Davis Strait. His research there
convinced him that gecgraphy and
other features of physical environ-
ment play an important role in de-
termining the biological character-
istics of human groups, and that the.
cultural conditions to which vpeo-
ples are exnosed produce, over long
neriods of time. important chanees
in human psychology and physique..

Observations Not Challenged

Many leading anthropologists later
disagreed with Dr. Boas's emphasis
on the effects of environment and
cultural background on changes in
human physique, as opposed to the
importance of inherited character-
istics. But they argued over the ron-
clusions and inferences drawn from
his measurements and not the va-
lidity of his scientific observations,
for Dr. Boas was pre-eminent in his
profession largely because of the ex-’
tent and accuracy of his field work,
He was one of the first men to un-
dertake first-hand study of the an-
thropology of North American na-
tives, and he continued to carry on
and direct this research throughout
his career.

After his studies in Baffin Land,
Dr. Boas returned to Berlin to be-
come assistant at the Royal Ethno-
graphical Museum and docent in
geography at the University of Ber-
lin. He left Germany in 1886 to con-
lduct  ethnological investigations:
among the Indians of British Co-’

Fla.,, that he first met Admiral
Byrd, then a naval lieutenant.

lumbia for the British Assoeation
for the Advancement of Science.
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ARCTIC AREA S00N
T0 YIKLD MUCH OIL

Aviation Gasoline Also to Be
Produced at Refinery in
Farthest North

TORONTO, Canada (Science
Service)—Aviation gasoline and
Diesel engine oil will soon be flow-
ing through a new pipeline toward
the Alaska highway from oil wells
and the world’s most northern re-
finery at Fort Norman on the
Mackenzie River in Canada, 123
miles south of the Arctic Circle.
Vast untapped tar sands in North-
ern Alberta are being mined for oil,
gasoline, asphalt and coke.

The wells at Fort Norman have
been in existence since 1921. They
were little used, however, in fact
were capped until 1930, when dis-
covery of radium on Great Bear
Lake shores brought aerial pros-
pectors in vast numbers. Soon after
the outbreak of war a new refinery
«was built at Fort Norman produc-
ing aviation gasoline and Diesel
engine oil. This plant, according to
Munitions and Supply Minister
C. D. Howe, has now been ex-
panded and will likely be in use for
a longer period than just during
the Summer, as it has since instal-
lation.

“An intensive study of the tar
sands is under way,” stated Minis-
ter Howe in Parliament. “Today we
think of that area as a source of
immediate oil production, provided
the problems connected with its
development can be solved rapidly
and with some degree of certainty.
Arrangements have been made to
develop further the wells on the
lower Mackenzie River at, Fort'
Norman. Additional wells are being
‘drilled, the refinery capacity is
being increased and a short pipe-
line is being installed to bring the
oil across to the location of the
Alaska Highway.”

From the sands along the Athe-
basca River in Northern Alberta
Indians have gince time immemo-
rial used pitch to caulk their
canoes. The first white men to
come into the area in 1788 found
the oil sands to stretch for miles,
in some places found oil bubbling
to the surface. Since the settlement
of Alberta many attempts have
been made to obtain oil from these
oil-rich sands. Last year th~ -t
successful commercial extraction
plant began operations to obtain
lubricating oi! and gasoline fromn
the tar sands.

The oil sands along the Athh-
basca River are considered by oil
‘"authorities to be one of the largest
‘oil reservoirs in the world. Ac-
cording to Canadian Government
geological estimates, the oil sands
contain at least 100,000,000,000
barrels of oil. But it will be a big
Job to get it out.

Because of transportation diffi-
culties and because no suitable ex-
traction system had been devised,
the oil sands remained unworked.
These oil-saturated sands range in

thickness from a few feet to 225
feet and in oil content up to 25 per

First West-East

Voyage Made

Through Northwest Passage

SYDNEY, N. S, Oct. 9 (¥.—A new
chapter was added to Arctic history
today by eight hardy members of
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police
who completed the first west-to-east
voyage across the top of America
twenty-eight months after their
eighty-ton auxiliary schooner St.
Roch set out from Vancouver, B. C.

The bearded adventurers sailled
quietly into this port yesterday to
acoomplish in reserve the feat which
explorers of a bygone era had at-
tempted unsuccessfully in their
search for the Northwest Passage—
short cut to the fabled riches of the
Orient.

Only once in history has the east-
to-west passage been salled, that
was by Captain Roald Amundsen,
the Norweglan explorer, and five
other men who crossed the North
Atlantic in 1903 and emerged into
the Pacific three years later,
Amundsen has been missing in the
Arctic since 1928.

Details of the Mountles’ voyage|-

were cloaked by official secrecy, the
members of the expedition declining
to divulge their purpose in under-
taking the hazardous journey. They
reported that one member of the
original erew died on the way and
was replaced by a man picked up
at a lonely mounted police post
which they paused en route.
[While the route of the St. Roch
was not disclosed, The Canadian

Press said 1t was assumed to be like
that of Amundsen in reverse. He en-
tered Lancaster Bay, at the top of

Baffin Land, and worked his way
down Boothia Peninsula to King

Willilam Land. After a long stay
there he traveled along the northern
coast of the mainland to the
Pacific.]

During most of the time since they
left .the west coast in June, 1940,
the Mounties’ only contact with the
outside world was by radio, Though
they carried a good load of pro-
visions when they set out, they were
forced to forage for food during
their lonely wanderings among the
ice floes, depending partly on seals
and fish for subsistence.

Commander of the crew was
Sergeant Henry Larsen, a Danish
seaman who was active in northern
trading before he
mounted police. Larsen is described
by veteran northern mariners as
“the best Arctic skipper alive.”
Thelr vessel was built in 1928 in
Vancouver and since then has been
used largely for carrying supplies to
outlying mounted police posts and
to scattered settlers in the Far North.
She was designed especially to with-
stand the rigors of the Arctic, being
heavily timbered. Her hull is
sheathed with copper over whichils
a layer of Australian ironbark——the
only wood capable of resisting the
grinding effects of ice floes.

FISH FREIGHTER FOUND
ALASKA AIR ROUTE

Canadian Youth Gave Up Law
Stady for Aviation

WHITEHOKSE, Y. T. (Canadian
Press) —A fish-freighting job or-
ganized to supply business for a
struggling young aviation company
led to discovery of the all-weather
air route to Alaska which is play-
ing a part in fortifying America’s
defense outpost.

The man who organized the fish
freighting was Grant McConachie,
now, at 33, general manager of
Western lines for Canadian Pacific
Airlines. When 19 years old, he left
a law course at the University of
Alberta because law had no appeal
to him compared with aviation.

McConachie, noted for his ability
to get things done, had no money
or connections. But he knew where
there were two planes that could
be purchased at a low price be-
cause an ostablished aviation con-
cern had rejected them. He inter-
ested a mining company in buying
the machines to ship supplies to
its mine.

~ Later the mine was abandoned.

McConachie then interested the
plane owners in allowing him to
use the planes. He got Indians to
fish lakes in Northwestern Alberta.
He flew the fish to Edmonton, sold
them and after deducting his air-
line charges, paid the remaining
money to the Indians.

With both the Indians and the
airline making money, operations
were extended northwest into Brit-
ish Columbia and the Yukon and
soon the line was carrying supplies
to trappers and miners all over the
area, In going after this business,
McConachie found a route from
Edmonton 1,100 miles northwest to
Whitehorse that was good all year
round and was not tied up fre-
guently by fog and storms.

McConachie expanded his busi-
ness rapidly. When his Yukon
southern line was purchased by
Canadian Pacific Airlines, he was
appointed general manager of the
western lines.

The route to Whitehorse that
McConachie discovered now is be-
ing used by both Canadian and
American Air Forces in transport-
ing men and supplies to Alaska to
make this area a bastion of de-
fense—and a dagger pointed at the
heart of Japan.

cent by weight. They cover an
area estimated at from 10,000 to
50,000 square miles.

A large part of the area is over-
laid with shale and sandstone up
to a maximum depth of 1,800 feet
and underground methods of min-
ing are not considered workable.
The oil will not flow into wells
fast enough to be pumped com-
mercially. But erosion on the
Athabssca River and its tributa-

ries has left benches that can be
mined by open-pit methods.

The bituminous sands have pro-
duced a high quality of asphalt,
which has been used for paving
fairly extensively in the past and
it is expected to be used for this
purpose also on the Canada-Alaska
Highway now being built.

They stretch for miles on each
side of the river, covering roughly
an area 115 miles north and south

jolned the.

FINDS SOURCE DATA
ON INDIAN TONGUES

Missionary Scientist Bring®
Back Material From
Far North Areas

OPENS WAY TO NEW sTuDY

PHILADELPHIA (Science Ser”
ice}—A major source of maters
for use in the study of Nof
American Indian languages, ut
now unavailable to scientists, €
ists in scattered publications 8"
manuscripts used by missionar
in their work through the immen
territory stretching all the W&
from Labrador to the Pacific C08%
and north to the last inhabit
islands of the Arctic. At a rece®
meeting of the American PHil®
sophical Seciety here Pére Arthém’
Dutilly, missionary-scientist of ¥
Oblate Missions and the Catholi¢
University of America, descriP o8
this hitherto neglected scienti
resource and told what he was ¢
ing to round up the scattered Mm*
terial. ¢

Missionaries of all creeds m‘k,
more of an effort to learn the ‘n
guage of the tribes they work W s
then do traders, explorers and ",
ficials, the speaker declared.
stay longer with the people
have more difficult subjects to
cuss. "

From the very beginning of “.
Northern missions, Pére put!
"continued, priests and minist®;
have made a practice of reduC;)d
the languages of the various
to writing. There are several ’Eh’;
cial systems for expressing o
Indian languages, one or tw0
them very successful. In theé
written forms the mlssioﬂﬂ‘:h,
have produced translations of K
Bible, prayer and - hymn bo® of
catechisms and other things th
need for their own work. MO’:W;
them are not generally kno g
some have never been printed, )
exist only in mimeographed fOF 4
perhaps with the amendments ot
 marginal notes of several differ
workers on them. ol

Pére Dutilly, who has returf
from his tenth Summer in the
North, has undertaken to get ¢
such materials together, mak}
possible their reproduction in f";d,
useful to students of langué a
So far, he has assembled 145 Py
lished works and reproduction® .
fifty-two unpublished manuscrif
representing twenty-one dist! é
Northern Indian languages otk
dialects, plus Eskimo. This W',
has been sponsored by the AM
ican Philosophical Socicty. s

The past Summer's trip W‘: K
“gshort’ one for Pére Dutilly. BaY:
ing him only as far as James = 4
where he worked in the Cree
Montagnais Indian areas. His
cipal interest is in botany an e
brought back a collection of 52 4

Bl“'
|
i,

thing over 1,200 sheets of Pre':D]o
| plants, as well as a consider
number of mineral samples.
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ROUTE 70 RUSSIA
VIA ARCTIC IS OPEN

Summer Enables Supplies to
Be Sent From Seattle
to Two Ports

At?u"\mer, which makes the North
antic supply lane to Russia
Ore and more dangerous because
€ sun shines for all or most of
© twenty-four hours, at the same
ne Provides an alternate route
the other side of the world.
Hialg 18 now possible for war mate-
from West Pacific ports to
washlpped to European Russia by
waf of the Bering Strait and the
€r8 north of Siberia. Such a
P ¢, points out a National Geo-
Phic Society bulletin, was first.
tnuf*‘: available for regular freight
fo ic in 1935, It is open, however,
wlntsllmmer navigation only. In
Dromer’ Arctic ice is too tough a
fu) 4 em even for the most power-
Ce-breaking machinery.
“Ortrom Seattle, Wash., by the
Mur ern route, to the ports of
D Mansk and Archangel, in Eu-
is ::n Rugsia, the sailing distance
War, Ughly 6,000 miles. This west-
Mite Journey is more than 1,500
Dle ; longer than that, for exam-
s fom Boston eastward to Mur-~
arg %k  across the Atlantic and
Und Northern Norway.
howehu the wartime advantages,
n ver, of passing through Rus-
three territorial waters for about
o ~fifths of the way and of being
€cted on the north by vast
T areas. German bases are far

.3,600 miles,

‘Lipsticks’ Found
Aid to Soldier in
Extreme Climates

American soldiers serving in
extreme climates are to be is-
sued  “chapsticks’ —somewhat
similar to women's lipstick—as
a preventive against chapped
skin or sunburn.

Quartermaster Corps tech-
nicians, it was announced on
Oct. 24 have developed a two-
inch cylindrical packaged medi-
cament, which has been tested

under simulated battle condi-
tions.
The “chapstick” contains

soothing ingredients, including
camphor. All Army personnel
will be issued them when on
duty in cold climates, high
mountains or deserts.

away; Japanese bases less remote,
unless Japan can retain a foothold
in the Aleutians.

Along the deeply indented and:
island-studded shores of Russia's
Far North the passage from Be-
ring Strait to Murmansk is about
to Archangel 3,680
miles, On their way, westbound
ships pass by Wrangel Island into
the East Siberian Sea; thence
across the Laptevikh and Kara
Seas, and finally into the more
familiar and traveled Barents Sea,
north of Archangel.

Much of this latter sea, even in
Winter, remains ice free—the re-
sult of a branch of the warming
Gulf Stream which flows into it
and keeps Murmansk port open the

‘year around. The chilly central and

eastern waters of the Arctic route
formed the chief obstacle that had
to be overcome.

‘and spinach are

Russians Grow Food
On 70th Parallel

Possibility of growing oats for
fodder in the Arctic has been dem-
onstrated by an experimental plant-
ing of 60 acres on the Nirilsk State
Farm, most northerly in the world,
it is reported in Moscow, Russia.

The farm is on the 70th parallel in
the zone of eternal frost, where
night lasts nearly two months,
Orchard trees bloom during the
short summer, but they are still
young and bear no fruit. Potatoes,
cabbages, onions, carrots and sugar
beets are grown successfully in the
open flelds. Tomatoes, cucumbers
raised in hot-
houses. An experiment with melons
is pronounced encouraging. Live-
stock thrives and is rapidly
increasing.

64 Dutch Seamen Safe
After Ordeal in Arctic

Lost Ship in Convoy to Russia;
Cast Away on Barren Isle
LONDON, Oct. 10 (#).—Sixty-four
Dutch seamen who were cast away
on the barren northern shore of
Novaya Zemblya Island, high in the
Arctic, after losing their ship in a

convoy to Russia have arrived here,’
Aneta, Dutch news agency, reported.

today. It sald the men had received
special leave to recover from their
experiences. One seaman lost his
legs from frostbite,

The men said they abandoned
their bomb-crippled freighter, bound
for Archangel, when she ran out of
ammunition.

In their lifeboats, they chanced
upon an American freighter which
could not take them aboard but re-
plenished their food supplies. After
six days, the boats reached the north
coast of the island, which juts far
into the Arctic north of Russia's
Arctic coast.

Tests Atop Mt. McKinley

Officers and Sclentists Try Out
Winter Clothing and Equipment
WASHINGTON, Oct. 14 (UP).—

Army officers and scientists climbed
North America’s highest peak, 20,-
300-foot Mount McKinley, in Alaska,
last summer to test Army winter
clothing and equipment, the Na-
tional Geographic Soclety revealed
today. The announcement said seven
of seventeen members of the expedi-
tion reached the summit, the third
time in history the feat has been
accomplished.

The expedition, made up of rep-
resentatives of the Quartermaster
Corps, the Army Air Forces and the
Royal Canadian Alr Force, estab-
lished a testing camp at the 18,000-
foot level. The camp was supplied
by parachute packages dropped from
planes operating out of Fairbanks,
and more than 100 items of equip-
ment were tested. Details were con-
fidential, but the party reported.
much of the equipment made an
“excellent showing.”

Arctic Library Is Acquired

WASHINGTON (Science Serv-
ice)-—One of the most notable of
private libraries on the Arctic,
collected over a period of many
years by a well known Canadian
Arctic explorer, the late Captain
J. E. Bernier of Quebec, has been

.acquired by Pére Arthéme Dutilly
Canadian missionary-scientist, and
brought to the Catholic University
of America, in this city. The li-
brary comprises about 800 bound
volumes, many of them rare, as
‘well as many reprints and pam-
Phlets bearing on all scientific
angles of the Arctic.

ATLANTIC

100 S00 wm.

=——-= Roilwoys

wemmm Sea route open whole year eastward towards Murmansk
ond 2to 3 months per ysar eastword from Murmansk.

cvevn Winter sea freezing line

mm - Summer line of broken ice

Geography up-to-date: The Arctic’s new supply routes

From *‘Global War™ (Morrow, $1)
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United States Coast Guard

VCoast Guardsmen Rescue Army F lyers in Greenland

B o

%

Like the painting of “Washington Crossing the Delaware” is this dramatic photograph of the Coast

Guard rescuing United States Army fliers who were forced down on the Greenland ice cap.

BALCHEN ASSISTS
IN% RESCUE FEATS

With Navy Pilot He Saves 15
Army Airmen Marooned on
Ice Cap in Greenland

WASHINGTON, Aug. 6 (P—

Two ‘daring rescues of fifteen
stranded Army airmen from the
bleak and treacherous ice cap of
interior Greenland were disclosed
by the Navy today in an announce-
ment crediting the accomplish-
ments to Lieut. Col. Bernt Balchen
of the Army and Lieutenant A. Y.
Parunak of the Navy.
" Thirteen of the men were memn-;
bers of & crew of a Flying Fortress'
that had been forced down about’
/100 miles inland from a Navy base..
They were taken out safely on July
6 after Colonel Balchen had led
them across alpine-like icefields
to a temporary lake, where Lieu-
tenant Parunak picked them up in
‘his Navy PBY patrol plane. The
next day the lake that had made’
this rescue possible had disap-
peared.

Two weeks later a similar oper-
ation by Lieut Parunak and Colo-
nel Balchen brought about the
rescue of Colonel Robert W. C.
Wimsatt of Washington, D. C., and.
his sergeant, unidentified. Their
light plane had made a forced

landing on the edge of the ice cap,
near a regular lake, while they
were on patrol duty. Colonel Wim-
satt had been injured in the land-
ing and the speed of the aerial
rescue probably saved his life. .

Colonel Balchen decided that
Lieutenant Parunak and he should
designate their joint enterprises as
the “Greenland Cooperative Sal-
‘vage Company.”

Land Rescue Impossible

Lieutenant Parunak, 32 years|
old, of Pitman, N. J., and of War-
rington, Fla., learned of the forced
landing of the big Armiy bomber
when a weak radio message came’
through in late June. The location
of the plane was fixed at 100 miles
inland from the Navy air force
safety patrol base where Lieuten-
ant Parunak was stationed, but
the intervening ice, slashed by
thousands of deep crevices, made’
land rescue virtually impossible..
The men apparently could be
‘reached only by air. $

The naval officer consulted with
Colonel Balchen at a near-by Army
base. Colonel Balchen advised

flying the necessary supplies to the |

men, After dropping the supplies,
Lieutenant Parunak made survey
flights over the ‘territory for a
week, seeking primarily a place to
land with his big flying boat.
Then, the Navy account said, a
“miracle” happened. About twelve:
miles from the crippled B-17 a
“dimple” formed on the ice and
filled with water running from the
icy slopes around it.

This lake was discovered on July
8 and Lieutenant Parunak decided
it was deep enough to support his
plane and just barely long enough
to permit a take-off. At his base

camp he stripped the plane of all
possible equipment and took
aboard a minimum of gasoline as
‘well as snowshoes for the stranded
crew.

The airmen who accompanied
Lieutenant Parunak on the flight
were Ensign John C. Snyder, 24,

Memphis, Tenn.; Oliver L. Lein- |

inger, aviation machinist’s mate
first class, of Mason City, Ill., and
Frank R. McEnroe, aviation radio
man first class, of Washington,
D. C. The plane also carried Colo-
nel Balchen and Sergeants Joe
Healey and ‘“Dutch” Dollerman of’
the Army Air Forces, all three
veterans of the North.

Army Party Put Ashore

The plane alighted safely in
what the Navy called the “first in-
tentional landing” on an ice-cap
lake. Colonel Balchen and Serg-
eants Healey and Dollerman were
put ashore. Lieutenant Parunak
then took off and dropped the
snowshoes and other supplies for
the B-17 crew.

The overland rescue party,
reached the B-17 on the morning of
July 5.

Colonel Balchen insisted that
the men be tied together with an
Alpine rope. This proved a wise
precaution, because one man broke
through the crust and dangled
helplessly over a deep crevice until

he was pulled out by his comrades.

The trip to the lake was completed,
in twelve hours; then it was dis-
covered that ice had formed
against one shore to cover about,
balf the lake and limit take-off:
space.

Lieutenant Parunak landed the
PBY, however. He took on eight
survivors, and with all available

Three Airmen Saved
45 Days After Crash
In Greenland Ice

Py the Associated Press. I
LONDON, Aug. 1.—The crash ©
an American bomber in Norther?
Greenland and the rescue of
crew of three in an adventure I¢
miniscent of an old-fashioned melo;
drama of the Arctic was disclosé
tonight through the British A
Minijgstry. e
The crew, Ferry Command Pl

.J. Shaw Webb of Vermont, Navig#”
tor Robert Franks and Radiomf

Louis A. Caldwell, both of the RAD
had flown a Lockheed Hudson fronz
Montreal to Newfoundland. The
they got an urgent call to make ‘:
survey flight over Northwest JSreem
land. t

They completed the mission bV
encountered a sleet and eiectric®
storm which crippled all navigatloﬂ
instruments. Then one of the tW
engines went dead.

Crashes Through Ice.

Webb tried twice to come dowg
on ice-covered sheets of inlal
water, but the wheels broke throué’
and he had to climb. Finallv ! f
gasoline was exhausted and he Y"’d
to land. The plane’s nose tilt€
forward. it
“With a roar like thunder
crashed through the ice,” Webb s2*
“We were getting ready to sW ¢
when we saw and heard someth";n
of the kind which only happens
story books. t
“Heading toward us across th’d
wilderness of mountains, ice ﬂ“,
water was a team of dogs, and
hind them a file of men.” ¢
It was an American 4:1tz'tacl‘m’le“_,7
sent to establish a post eight mont?
previously.
Eskimo Village Nearby.

They told the flyers there was ‘:‘

| Eskimo village nearby, and not 8di‘

other one for 500 miles in any
rection. .o
Their radio signals were plcl‘éc
‘up and relayed by trans-Atlan
planes. 1e
For 45 days rescue was impossib 8
because there was no place fofle.
plane to land. Finally an 80-m}
an-hour wind cleared the ice ﬂoce
several miles of water, leaving 8P o
for a flying boat to alight. The rem
cue plane also brought an 8-mo?
collection of mail for the Americ®

vkl PR MO
‘power finally got the big ﬂYme%
boat into the air again. He 1af

praised Ensign Snyder for haV: 3
extracted the last measure by
horsepower from the engines "
skillful handling of the throttl®’

The next trip proved not so dl]e
ficult becduse the changeabed
weather had by then lengthe
the waterline of the lake. T?u
remaining men were flown ba g
to the Navy base, and the next d’e
reconnaissance showed. that P
lake had drained away down
freshly opened crevice.

t

WASHINGTON, Aug. 6—Be",

Balchen, the pilot who acC%g
panied Rear Admiral Richa!":1

Byrd on several explorations, !
promoted today to a colonelcy

the Army Air Forces.
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Specialist on Climate
tlied to Army Duty

ot ® Army has called to duty one
éhe country’s best known “cli-

ot C speclalists,” Dr. Paul A. Siple

nlph‘e' Pa, who served as geo-

E, er with Rear Admiral Richard

Deds; Yrd on his three Antarctic ex-
Itiong,

Qu‘mmissioned a captain in the
Y Tmaster Corps. Dr. Siple will
°l°f-hln tl,"le Army on ‘“cold-climate
loree g. ‘With United States
Ahsk:, Now in Iceland, Greenland,
‘~l'lny .and other Arctic areas, the
°nmam seeking all available data
g terials to keep men warm and
OF gervice.

—_

PEARY PENNANT TO FLY

N — .
*W Escort Vessel to Use Lost
Destroyer’s Flag

mVZASHINGTON, Oct. 27 (B—

vy announced today that

. g’nﬂ&nt from the main mast of
t,m:‘tl‘oyer Peary, sunk off Aus-
from In February, would fly again
Py the mast of a new Robert E.
» &n escort vessel now under

Sy ction at the Consolidated
Te uilding Company, Orange,

m}ﬁ‘u‘ Pennant, the only relic re-

Vag edng from the Peary, was sal-

Q‘Uet by Lieutenant William J.

Wag t Jr, of Canton, Miss., who
&ttached to the ship.

by My €W ship will be sponsored

o Rar: Josephine D. Peary, widow

ear
Arg Admiral Robert E. Peary,
te explorer,

*

oy With

h‘: Quartermaster’s Department
ur my must provide clothing
Soldiers to fit every clime.
Ska and in Iceland, a regular
%vel.aﬁ" the parka, a fleece-lined
tﬁttlng up over the head, de-
0 combat the frigid tempera-
Parka costs $8.50.

It

thay ;’:\lld be comforting to know
Proyigpll Purchase of War bonds is
iu"mahng_SOme intrepid soldier or
Beg a With the warm clothing so
Day forry in Arctic regions. Help
b“rchh these parkes through your
P“)‘. AE of War honds every pay-
n%'he! least+10 per cent of your
%2 coq Tequired to help meet the

Riteg
O States Treasury Depariment.)

Jean Potter Reports Upon Our Neglected

Sourdough Country in “Alaska

Under

ALASKEA UNDER ARMBS. By

Jean Potter. New York: The:
194 pp.’

Macmillan Company.
$2.50.
By FREDERICE GRAHAM

LASKA doubtless will retain-
Amany of its frontier char-

acteristics for a long time

to come, but it's a safe bet
it will never again be so com-
pletely neglected and misunder-
stood by the United States. The
war has made our government
aware of the vast Northern Ter-
ritory and thereby changed our
official attitude toward it, and
Jean Potter's “Alaska Under
Arms" (and similar books which
are bound to follow) may help
alter the popular conception of
the sourdough country.

Miss Potter, who went north
on assignment for Fortune maga-
zine shortly before our entry into
the war, admits that she knew as
little about Alaska before visiting
it “as most Americans.” But she
wanted to know what it was like;
she wanted to see the people and

Jearn how they lived and, most

of all, she wanted to learn first-
hand the strategic value of the
Territory in global war. The re-
sult is a good job of reporting; a
book that is part travel literature
and part interpretation of what
Alasks means to us and to
Japan and Russia. And frequent-
ly, mostly by implication, it is an
arraignment of our government
for knowing and doing so ljttle
about the rich area it bought in
1867 for a mere $7,200,000.

As the northern anchor of our
western defense triangle of
Alaska, Hawali and the Panama
Canal Zone, the Territory of
Alaska is of tremendous impor-
tance. It flanks any northeastern
move toward the North American

continent, thus making any such

attack dangerous to the enemy.
With its westward curving line
of Aleutian Islands it is a pos-
sible approach for attack on
Japan, though there are factors
which reduce this aspect of its
value more than many believe.

And it is, which is of prime im-,

Arms”

portance, a sluice gate through
which American-made munitions
can be poured into Russia. Al-
though obviously handicapped by
the rigid Army and Navy cen-
sorship, Miss Potter has been
able to give a good idea of what
Alaska means to us right now
and may mean in the future.

It was not until the Spring of
1939, Miss Potter points out, that
Congress made its first appropri-
ation for Alaskan defense, and
this a mere $4,000,000 for a cold-
weather experimental station at
Fairbanks. But it was the Sum-
mer of 1840 before Congress got
around to appropriating $2,900,-
000 for a base at Dutch Harbor
in the Aleutians. As late as the
Spring of 1940 the only armed
force in Alaska was two com-
panies of infantry at Chilkoot
Barracks, in the southeastern sec-
tion.

Anthony Dimond, Alaska’s non-
voting Delegate to Congress, had
heen howling in season and out
for Alaskan military defenses,
but no one ever seemed to hear
him. According to Miss Potter,
there ‘“are not over two dozen
men in Congress today who have
been to Alaska, most of them on
short trips.” When the first
American troops arrived in
Alaska in the Spring of 1940 the
big air base at Anchorage was an
open field. When the military
program got under way Alaska
sorely lacked adequate airfields
and was without radic ranges,
beacons and other modern aids to
aviation. In a territory about
twice as big as the State of Texas
only two fields had night beacons.

Most of those things have been:
taken care of now, or are being
taken care of. The Army and
Navy and the Civil Aeronautics
Administration are building bases
and emergency fields; putting in
radio ranges for night and bad-
weather flying; installing beacons
and setting up weather stationas.
Alaska is perhaps the most air-
plane-conscious area in the world,
thanks to ‘'bush’ fliers, who usu-

ally fly ‘‘contact,” but will fly al-

‘most any place, any time. And.
what airfields and navigation
aids and good weather data will
do for the Territory after the war
/may amaze the world.

Alaska's chief problem, as Miss
‘Potter found out and stressed, is
transportation. Interior Alaska
is almost entirely dependent on
aerial travel.

Lack of transportation is also
tied up with the backwardness in
developing the great natural re-
sources of Alaska. Gold mining
and salmon fishing are not the
only sources of weath in the Ter-
ritory, but they do produce
wealth that can be shipped out
profitably. The Territory is esti-
mated to have billions of tons of
low-grade coal deposits; large de-
posits of high-grade iron ore have
been discovered, chromite, anti-
mony, tungsten and tin are being
mined; millions of acres of fine
timberland lie practically un-
touched in the southeastern sec-
tion—and oil has been found!

One of the most serious defects
from the point of view of national
defense is the sparse population.
About half of Alaska's popula-
tion of 73,000 is made up of Eski-
‘mos, Indians and Aleuts. In the
event of an invasion this would
mean that the Army and Navy
would have to fend for them-
selves, Miss Potter points out. No
native industry or agriculture
would be there to supply Army
and Navy, and no outraged na-
tives would be ready to grab the
family rifle and take to the woods
to carry on guerrilla warfare,

Miss Potter concludes her re-
port on Alaska with the state-
ment that ‘‘the United States has
never had a thoroughgoing pol-
icy for Alaska,” and there’s no
arguing with that. But when
Secretary of State Seward whee-
dled Congress into purchasing
Alaska from Russia he had a pol-
icy in mind. He believed the Ter-
ritory was necessary for the ex-
pansion of American empire in
the Pacific. He was, of course,
thinking in terms of commerce.
But if a United States push west.
ward from Alaska is ever made,
it is more likely to be of a mili-
tary nature.

Whaling Mugseum Opened

COLD SPRING HARBOR, L. T,
Sept. 6—The Whaling Museum,
recently completed in this famous
old whaling community of the last
century, was formally opened to
the public last week. The leading

exhibit is a fully equipped whale-
-boat. Many implements used in the

whaling industry have been gathe
ered from private homes.

Byrd Autogiro to Scrap Heap

PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 7 (#—
An autogiro used by Rear Admiral
Byrd on his second Antarctic expe-
dition will be dumped on the city's
growing scrap metal heap tomor-
row. The owners, Maurice L.
Strauss and Emanuel Rosenfield,
president and vice president of
Pep Boys, sold the craft to Byrd,
then bought it back after the ex-
pedition ended.

What Eskimos Call Themselves

. The natives on the arctic shores
of North America do not refer to
themselves as Eskimos. Instead,

i they use the word Innuit, which,

in their language, means ‘“men"”
or “people.”” The name Eskimo
was bestowed on them by their
neighbors, the North American
Indians, and means “eaters of raw
flesh.”
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Greenland—lntegral Part of Our Defense

GREENLAND. By Vilhjalmur
Stefansson. Illustrated by pho-
tographs and arawmgs. 338 pp.

New York: Doubleday, Doran |

& Co. $3.50.
By PHILIP AINSWORTH MEANS
THE prospective reader of
this book on Greenland
who inclines to doubt its

timeliness and practical

value can quickly convince him- |,

self of both by reading its last
two chapters. first. Having done
so, he will know that it is well
worth his trouble to turn back to
the beginning and to read care-
fully the whole of this stirring
work by our most distinguished
authority on all matters pertain-
ing to the Arctic and sub-Arctic
areas of America and Europe.
The sixteen chapters of this
sightly volume give us an im-
pressive general survey of the
historical and geographical facts
about Greenland, from long before l
the time of Pytheas (about 325 |
B. C.) right down to April, 1941, |
when Greenland became an inte-

gral part of the defense system
of the United States. In other |
words, we find here a good deal
more than 2,500 years of Amer-
ican history; for, as the book |
makes very clear, Greenland has
always been a part of America.

The history of Greenland is not
only long but also very dramatic. '
In the Middle Ages that vast and
remote land was a link in the
chain that connected Europe to|
America. As the book stnkmgly
shows, Norway (with some help:
from the Irish and-other peoples) |
settled Iceland, Iceland settled |
Greenland, and Greenland dis-
covered and explored American
mainland regions. The question
of lasting settlements in mainland
America is touched on here onlyw
slightly because necessarily, and,
rightly, the emphasis falls on
Greenland itself.

The first two chapters of the |
book discuss, respectively, the|
geographic preliminaries and the
prehistoric discoveries of Green-|
land. Here we are told the essen-
tials of the geographic features,
‘of the country and of its natural '
history. To this are added ample |
data on the primordial peopling!
of Greenland from the west by|
human stocks and cultures which, |
proceeding from Eastern Siberia, |
worked their way across the|
northern side of the American
continent to Greenland. The Es- |
kimos arrived in Greenland by
this route not more than 2,500
years ago. Rightly, Mr. Stefans-
son stresses the admirable ad-
justment of Eskimo culture to

! the mediaeval history of Green-

| settlements on the west coast, |
down to 1261-62, when Iceland |

¥

| the difficult environment even in
the earliest times, and he has
much of interest to say about
i their boats, their hunting and
fishing and their way of living.
Even more interesting is Chap-
ter III on Greek knowledge of*
Greenland. Here the emphasis
| falls chiefly on Pytheas of Mas-
| silia (Marseille), about 325 B. C.
In a ship as good and. as large
as Columbus's Santa Maria,
| Pytheas studied the foggy and
‘ice-fringed waters east of Green-
land. His writings, now lost to
jus in their original form, long
exercised a powerful influence
upon geographers. All this is as
fascinating as it will be novel to

many readers.
In Chapters IV to XI we have

land, which is the part that many
readers will find the most absorb-
ing of all. In the time before,
in and after the sixth century,
Irish voyagers were interested in
Greenland. This is followed by an
even more impressive account of
Greenlandic history from the time
of its first occupation by Ice-
landers about 890, who made two

and Greenland ceased to be re-f
publics on aristocratic lines and |
became provinces under the crown |

of Norway. Greenland remained |

a Norwegian colony until after'
1500. At that date the connection '
with Europe, which had been |
growing progressively more tenu-

A Fleet of Eskimo Kayaks
A photcgraph from “Greenland”
ous for two centuries, faded away.
The country was left to itself,
with the natural result that its
Norse population and culture
gradually shaded off into Eskimo-

like culture and habits. It is a
pity that nothing is said here re-
garding the efforts of King Mag-
nus of Norway to bolster up the
waning faith of Greenland in
1354. The King was as horrified

by the situation as was the

church, and at least a little should
have been said here about this.
But at any rate we have a par-
ticularly interesting chapter, XI,
about medieval European knowl-
edge of Greenland.

Chapters XII and XIII tell the

history of Greenland after it was:

once more linked to Europe in
the late sixteenth century by the
explorations of Frobisher and
others. In this period much
magnificent exploration was car-
ried out by men of various na-
tions, and it is here narrated in

.4 manner worthy of so thrilling
In 1721 the noble-|

a subject.
hearted Norwegian, Hans Egede,
gave Greenland the opening of
its modern period by going there
as a missionary of the Lutheran |
faith, with the idea of establish-
ing the Protestant creed where,
so long ago, the Catholic faith
had struggled valiantly.

Chapters XIV and XV, by tell-
ing of the new explorations of all
Greenland and by describing the
new settlements that were made
in the eighteenth century, prepare

the way in a vivid manner fof
Chapter XVI, in which it is m? o
abundantly clear how and
Greenland is of capital xmxﬁd
tance to the United Nations
their cause at the present tim€

In discussing the strategiC e
portance of Greenland Mr. ’,
fansson says that in the fi”
analysis Greenland’s value “if ¢
doubt in its size and in its 8
graphic position. It reaches fe
ther east than Iceland; it reaC :
as far south as Oslo, Nol'“’:ht
practically as far south as i
'north tip of Scotland. Toget™
{with Iceland it dominates
middle of the North Atlantic
Iceland is about as far northW i’
| from Scotland as Greenlal
{ northeast from Labrador; " 4
i the two, Iceland and Green! if
are so close together that & g
near the middle of the strait
‘tween them can see both f
| one location, without benefit
| mirage.

“From these two well-P"’c
lands our planes and ship$
.swarm forth in an emerge”
From them are convenie®
* maintained patrols that clos€
{ whole gap between Newf"u
‘land and Labrador on the W
| Norway and Scotland on the €
,And these lands do not me
! harbor our planes and shlPSv 1e
| give us also the largest S gof
 contribution to that knowledg® e
| weather which we need for d
| proper operation of our fleets 38
air and sea in the combat 8"

3
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e -
M and east of the North At-
lantic.»

As for the temperature of
G!‘eenland, Mr. Stefansson points
Out that Winter temperatures on
3 € coast are, generally speaking,
those with which we are famil-
1ar in nearly half of the States of

€ Union and in literally every
Province of Canada.”

3

In short, the story of Greenland
is moving and heroic to a degree
rarely equaled even in countries
which do not cling precariously

‘to the northernmost margin of

civilization. Mr. Stefansson has
grasped firmly the entire vast
and difficult subject, and he has
laid it before us with skill, thor-
oughness and vitality.

Alaska in

the Past

New York Herald Tribune

. J'"HOUGH the phrase is hackneyed

and the connotation is in disrepute,

the fact remains that Alaska was first settled as an outpost of empire,

chief’s daughter, presented to him in treaty alliance. But for the sake of
the colonists he asked to have priests and monks sent out; a zealous priest
converted Baranov's consort, so that she felt morally obliged to leave him
and their two children, since he could not marry her.

But the strangest episode was the “revolution” that didn't come off..
|After 1800 he began to get a few men of education in his colony; he didn’t
‘'know it, but some of them were filled with vague revolutionary ideas, and
they formed a secret society, planning to kill Baranov and his family, seize
a ship and transport the whole settlement to Easter Island. They were the
kind of planners who would put such a scheme on paper. The plot was
revealed and forestalled, but Baranov never could comprehend what it was
all about.

The Real Empire Builder

He was released from duty too late; he died in Java on the way back
to Russia in a warship. He was rather slight in build, fair-haired, straight-
forward and truthful, hot-tempered and capable of carrying a load of hard
liquor. In the course of thirty years he had built up trading stations to a
value of several millions of dollars and had made a net profit for his com-
pany of more than three million dollars. Not one dishonest entry was found
in his accounts. He gave away most of the money that came to him per-

anq

£ its history shows how empires are really made. Alaska might have

allen to any one of three empires. The life work of one man, Aleksandr
aranoy, tipped the balance. If his colony had failed in the beginning
laska, might have become part of
anada, under the British flag. As it
Was, Baranov made good the formal
laim which enabled Russia to sell
to the United States.

\ ‘H;ct,or Chevigny tells the story
N “Lord of Alaska” (Viking, $3).

Runaway Boy
Wi Significantly, Baranov began
h neither rank nor influence. His
t:ther was a backwoods trader, near
< € Finnish border, who did not even
ca.te membership in the official mer-
ant guilds. Young Aleksandr ran
Way from home at fifteen to Mos-
v:’r‘;‘h Apparently he could read and
ﬂndte; he was clever with his hands
" eager for knowledge. He im-
003Ved his education, learned ac-
vEn{mng with a German firm and
ured on his own. Extraorcinarily,
f:c?em to Siberia and started a glass
of Ory. Then he accepted the offer
ng a dublqus but expansive firm §
vmﬁd Golikov-Shelekhov to cross
er to Kodiak and found a trading

‘I;Ost and colony there. He went. He

Hector Chevigny
as then forty-three; the year was 1790. He intended to stay five years and

?:Ded to get out with a competence, He remained thirty years and never

W Russia again.
; Siberian Frontier
ag Siberia had been added to the Russian dominions by frontier hunters
N trappers in flight from the tyranny of the Czars, beginning with Ivan
eewTerrible. With the physical spaces of the wilderness to give them
the 2y, they extended Russian rule to the Pacific. There they learned of
4 Tich possibilities of sea otter, seal and fox furs from the Aleutians and
reSka for the China trade. The Irkutsk merchants asked Catherine the
reat to claim Alaska by right of discovery. She refused. But she had
t a(?y lifted many previous restrictions on industry and commerce. S0
0 different firms ventured to colonize on their own.

Nothing Stopped Him
?&ranov's company never sent enough supplies noi stuff of proper
lity for the absolute needs of the situation. He had to build, organize
trade all at once. He could not pick his own assistants; a number of
Appy serfs were sent to him, and these mutinied in despair. The Aleut
e lans were friendly, but the mainland Kolosh were hostile and fierce;
theyears he was at war with them off and on against heavy odds. He pu:)t
at Settlements of Sitka and New Archangel and Fort St. Michael, Right
torg € beginning he built a ship, when he had neither tools nor iron nor
the :,%e l:lor canvas; and he had to kidnap an English captain to supervise
rk.
chlships were wrecked; epidemics raged; occasionally conceited young
b als arrived from Russia, and to them Baranov had to pay deference
B AUse they had rank in the peculiar Russian bureaucratic system while
ace anov had none. But in due time Baranov was made governor, with
‘o ordant social status, He took a pathetic pride in a couple of second-
&ss decorations. For some years no word came from Russia, during the
Dr(};"lwnic wars, but Boston ships came, and Baranov got his furs out at a
0 r"« He corresponded with King Kamehameha of Hawaii, and dreamed
Ounding a trading post down there,

Paper Revolutionaries

The queerest things happened to Baranov. He had left a wife in
Ssia, evidently without regrets. In Alaska he lived with an Indian girl, a

Qua;

Ing

Ry

sonally. He gave Russia a great province. He made it possible for Russia
to have bought California, but that never happened.

What did happen was that after Baranov the bureaucrats took over.
The company petered out, and they sold the country. Empires are made by

free enterprise and strangled by bureaucracies.

M

FIFTY YEARS BELOW ZERO.
By Charles D. Brower. Illus-
trated. New York: Dodd, Mead
& Co. $3.

T was women’s corsets that
sent Charles D. Brower into
the Arctic regions of Alaska

in 1883. With bone from a single |

whale bringing as high as $11,000,
Alaska was a place for both ad-
venture and profit. Now, after
almost four decades in the Far
North, Mr. Brower has a whale of
a story to tell in his autobiog-
raphy, “Fifty Years Below
Zero.”

He lived with the Eskimos dur-
ing the end of their Stone Age,
when—except for a few rusty
guns—they hunted with weapons
of flint and whalebone and
warmed their snow houses with
whale-oil lamps. He is still living
in Eskimo country today. The
weather is the same, but air-
planes, wireless, wooden houses,
hospitals and schools have been
‘added to the scenery.

In an introduction to this auto-
biography, Vilhjalmur Stefans-
son says ‘“‘on and off for the last
half century Charlie Brower has
been Uncle Sam’s most northerly
citizen.”
led a life of quick-paced adven-
ture. Whaling took him north and
‘the fur trade kept him there.
Whenever there was excitement
or disaster Brower seems to have
been around. He rescued crews
of wrecked whalers. He casually
made trips which, if made now,
would be regarded as epic jour-
neys. He discovered areas that
have been ‘“discovered and redis-
covered” ever since.

friend of Amundsen, Stefansson,
Rasmussen and Wilkins. He

argued with Eskimo devil-drivers
and Christian missionaries. He

ost Northerly Citi

As such, Brower has

He was a,

zen

kept a daily journal and in it ‘is
recorded what white man’s dis-
eases and white man’s whisky
did to his Eskimo friends.

The Far North was this former
ship officer’s country from the
time ‘“he had a strange, exhila-
| rated feeling to see from a ship’s
! deck North America on one side
(and the dim outlines of the Si-

berian hills on the other., For a
| time in his chosen land (what a
iplace for a boy born in Manhat-
i tan!) he lived a life that made
the forecastle of a whaler seem
like paradise.

His story is markedly straight-
forward and modest. Being alone
in the snow brought forth no
philosophy, and trekking in bitter
weather brought forth no lyrical
prose about snow and ice, but he
got where he was going.

Philip J. Farrelly and Lyman
Anson have collaborated in whit-
tling to a third the enormous
manuscript put together during
Winters when the galées howled
{ around Barrow-—gales in which
Charlie Brower says he can still
hear “the rhythmic beat of the
devil-driver's drum and the dying
swis-ssh of a bowhead whale.”
Here is a story of such a life
| that it is easy to wish for more
' chapters. R. E. BERRY.

Old Byrd Ship to Serve in War

|  WASHINGTON, Aug. 14 (P—
| The War Shipping Administration
| said today it had requisitioned the
. old barkentine New York, once
used by Admiral Richard Byrd.
. The vessel will be reconditioned at
Cleveland for ‘‘active war work.”
The barkentine has lain idle in
| Lake Erie for many years. WSA
, spokesmen said a report that the
vessel would be fitted out as an ice-
breaker was not correct, and added
, that the actual nature of her war~
time duties could not be revealed,



OLD AND NEW—Three heavy American Army trucks and a dog  through Canada. Both modes of transportation are used 8";
sled come to a road junction on the snow-covered Alcan high- tensively by American forces supplying our Northern pOS"'
way that connects the United States and Alaska overland



