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OF^FICE OF GENERAL COU^NSEL

Alaska - North Slope Boroug^h *CZM Plan

On Friday December 7, 1984^, representati^ves from the North
Slo^pe Borou^gh of Alaska *(^NSB) were in Washi^ngton to brief *OCRM
and *GCOS on the conceptually-approved draft of the *^NSB Coastal
^Manage^ment Plan. The *NSB is a uni^que region because of its
enormous size, delicate environment and its oil and gas
producing potential. All of these factors have raised several
issues in the draft plan, primarily with those policies aimed
at preserving subsistence resources and those restricting
development which would be in the national interest. *GC will
be reviewing the draft carefully to determine whether it
complies with the objectives of the *CZMA and, if so, whether
it should be submitted as a routine program implementation or
amendment to the Alas^ka *CZM program.

Seattle Master B^uilders Lawsuit

A group of builders in the State of Washington is challenging
energy standards promulgated by the ^Northwest Power Plannin^g^
Council pursuant to the Pacific Northwest Electric Power Planning
^and Conservation Act. 16 U.S.C. §839. One of the claims is
that the manner of appointing the members, coupled with the
power granted to them, violates the appointment clause of the
Constitution. A letter was sent from *NOAA-GC to the Department
of Justice explaining how the outcome of this case could
affect numerous laws administered by *NOAA; requesting that
they take a position in support of the Northwest Power Planning
Council; and offering o^ur assistance.

Office of Aircraft Operations

A flood of legal matters has come in recently from the
*NOAA Office of Aircraft Operations (ОАО). Among them include
issues raised by the Inspector General regarding use of *^NOAA air-
craft, transfer of an aircraft from Department of Interior, excise
tax on fuel purchased by ОАО, and an outside employment issue.



December 14^, 1984

O^FFICE OF P^UBLIC AFFAIRS

Forei^gn Press Briefing Scheduled ^- Representatives of
foreign media ^will be brie^fed by Dr. Jo^hn *^McElroy, Assistant
Administrator for *NESDIS, Jan. 10 in the National Press
Building^'s ̂ Foreign Press Center. Dr. *^McElroy and other *NESDIS
officials will discuss the growing thrust for international
cooperation in ̂ many satellite operations^, especially those
involving search and rescue of shi^ps and aircraft in distress.

On the Radio - Hard copy winter weather safety public
service announcements have been sent to over five hundred radio
stations across the nation. "^Winter ̂ Safety" public service
announce^ments are on their way to approxi^mately 60^0 television
stations. "winter Safety ̂ - The ̂ Minneapolis ̂ Story^," this month's
Sea and Air series featuring John Graf^f, ̂ MIC, ̂ Minnea^polis, has
been delivered to approximately 200 radio stations; and A Growin^g^
Nation radio feature on "Fish and Heart ̂ Disease" with Tom Billy,
*NMFS^, has been released to approximately 380 stations.

Award Accepted - Pamela *Picardi of the Office of Public
Affairs accepted the Golden Eagle Award from CINE^, the Council
for International *Nontheatrical Events, for the *^NOAA film,
Terrible Tuesday, a tornado safety pro^ject.

Weather wor^kshop at Vail ^- *weathercasters fro^m several major
channels attended a weather wor^kshop at Vail, Colo^, on Dec. 8-^9.
Also in attendance: *T.R. Reid, Denver staffer for the Washington
Post, who plans to visit the *ERL in Boulder soon.

*NOAA Posters Printed ̂ - Posters depicting the missions of all
five major *NOAA components have been printed. They require
mounting and are designed for internal use in *NOAA offices and
facilities. For further infor^mation, call Pat Tho^mas at 377-
8090.



Dece^mber 14^, 1984

^N^ATIO^NAL CLIMATE PROGRAM OFFICE

Agricultural Outlook Conference^. Dr. *Sprigg presented an invited
paper on "The Status of Experimental Climate Forecasting^" at the
*USDA^'s ̂ "Agricultural Outloo^k, 1985, Conference^", December 3^-5,
1984. T^he annual conference is the *USDA's most important forum
for release and exchange of outloo^ks on agriculture issues for
the coming year.

Nuclear Winter Update. The Draft National Plan to study the
climatic effect of nuclear war has been transmitted to *OSTP for
further consideration and possible implementation.
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Office of Policy and Planning

^Japanese proposal for *NOAA cooperative agree^ment
The International Affairs D^i^vision ^arranged a meeting of t^he international
staffs of t^he line offices and the National Climate Progra^m Office with Dr. *^K.
Ta^keuchi*^, Director^, ̂ Meteorologica^l Research Institute of the Japan Meteorolog^ical
Agency. The informal meet^ing ̂ was called to discuss a Japanese proposal on
^joint meteorolog^ical/océanographie research programs on the Pacific ocean.
Prior to more formal discussions, it ̂ was agreed that a further exchange of
views among scientific program ^managers was needed to clarify areas of m^utual
interest and to complete preparatory work for a meetin^g of senior government
officials. S^uch a scientific meet^ing could occur i^n Washington, *D.C., in early
1985, hosted by the United States^. (Rob^ert *Stoclcman^, 377^-2275)
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Nat^iona^l Ocean Ser^v^ice

Exc^l^usive ^Economic Zone *(EEZ) ^Workshop ^- NOS sponsored an *EEZ works^hop on
December 11 and 12 in Wash^ington^, *D.C. to present ̂ its bathymétrie and geophysi-
ca^l mapping program which is in early stages of development. The purpose of
the workshop was to review the *EEZ program p^la^ns with expert assistance.
Technical and po^licy issues about the *EEZ a^lso were disc^ussed. About 40
representatives of Federal agencies^, acade^mic institutions and the private
sector attended. *(^J. Bossier, 443-8̂ 204)

NOS Participates in *SEG Conference - The NOS External Affairs Division
participated*^Tn*t^H^iSociety^ofExploration *Geophysicists International
Exposition in Atlanta^, Georgia, December 2-^6^, 1984, with an exhibit entitled
"Geophysical Products and Services." The emphasis was on NOS products in the
Exclusive Economic Zone *(EEZ).
*(T. *Mauk, 443-8031)

Coastal Zone 85 Symposium - The first sponsors' planning meeting was held this
week for *CZ 85, *^nThe Fo^urth National Symposium on Coastal and Ocean Resource
Management." The Symposiu^m is scheduled to be held at the Baltimore Omni,
July *30-August 2, 1985. Thirty people, representing 20 of the 35 sponsors and
affiliates, attended the meeting to discuss their objectives and responsibi^li-
ties with regard to the conference. The conference will feature special
plenary sessions on the Chesapeake Bay and Coastal and Ocean Policy Issues^; 45
papers are from some 30 different countries. *NOAA is a major sponsor of *CZ 85
along with the Departments of Interior and Energy, the American Society of
Civi^l Engineers, the Coastal Zone Foundation, and other government and private
organizations. *(D. Clark, 443-8031)



^Decem^ber 1^4^, 19^8^4^

^NATIONAL ^WEATHER SE^RVICE

198^4 Hur^ricane Season - T^he 1984 hurricane season has drawn
to a c^i o s e . E l e v e n tr^op^i ca^i storms formed in the Atlantic com-
pared to on^ly four in 1983^« Four of the storms became h^urri-
canes^. They were Diana, *Hortense, Josephine, and Klaus. The
season began late^, with the first storm, Arthur, not forming
until August 29. The storms developed *1n rapid succession
thereafter and ended with ̂ Kla^us dissipating on November 13.
^Hurricane Diana made landfall near Cape Fear, ̂ North Carolina, on
September 13 after remaining nearly stationary off the North
Carolin^a Coast for 2 days. Winds near 100 ^miles an hour were
reported as Diana moved ashore. No fatalities were recorded but
damage ̂ was ̂ just under $80 m i l l i o n . ^Meanwhile, another active
year occurred *1n the east Pacific. Twenty storms were named, but
none ^made landfall on the west coast. (^Jim Campbell 427^-8090)

Great Salt La^ke Continues to Rise - The wet pattern *con-
*ti^nues ov^er U t a h . N o v e m b e r prec^ip^itation remained as much as
150 percent of normal establishing a new 2^-month record for
October through No^vember of 5.10 inches at Salt Lake City —
216 percent of normal. The old record was 5.05 Inches set in
1946. On November 30, 1984, the ^Great Salt La^ke was
4,208.30 feet mean sea level, an Increase of 3 Inches sinc^e^
November 1 and 5.5 inches since Its summer low point reached on
October 1, The Nation^al Weather Service forecasts the Lake to
peak at 4,210.5 feet ^next spring, 1 foot higher than last spring.
The highest recorded record of the Lake *1n recent history is
4,211.6 feet set *1n 1873. (Al Flanders 427-7600)

Ice Jam Flooding in Minnesota - The Arctic o^utbreak dropped
t^emperatures last week to near zero over the upper midwest
resulting in ice jams on several rivers in Minnesota. The Ice
^jams caused rivers to rise overflowing their banks flooding com-
munities that necessitated evacuations *1n the Granite F a l l s area
on the Minnesota River. The National Weather Service's forecast
of a thaw that would prolong the flooding prompted the com^-^
munities to co^nstruct levees. (Al Flanders 427-7660)

BM^W AND *NOAA Weather Radio - BMW of North America, Inc.,
plans to ^introduce a radio receiver that w i l l receive radio
stations on the AM, FM, and weather bands in its 1985 model year
cars. BMW plans to Inform all of its dealers, via a service
information bulletin, of the services provided by the Nation^al
Weather Service and the location of the *NOAA Weather Radio
stations. (Joe Conte 427-7884)

Winter Out^look Briefing - The National Meteorological
Center briefed the ^federal^E^mergency Man^agement Agency *(FEMA) on
December 5, 1984, regarding the Winter Outlook for December 1984
through February 1985. The briefing aimed at supporting *FEMA's
activities in flood and weather related disaster mitigation is
one of a series of seasonal outlooks provided by the National
Weather Service. The Flood Insurance Administration, Disaster
Assistance Progra^m, along with *FE^MA's Regional Offices rely on
the seasonal outlooks for planning. (Jose *Marrero 427-7624)
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NAT^IO^NAL ̂MARÎ N̂ E FIŜ Ĥ ERIES SÊ RVICE

E^mer^g^enc^y ^Rule Co Î ncreâ se the *Bycatch L^i^mi^ta ̂ for ̂ Pac^ific Hal^ibut ̂ in the ^Gulf of
Al^as^ka ^- T^he Secre^tar^y of Co^mm^erce ha^s de^te^r^mine^d ̂ tha^t an ^em^ergenc^y ê x̂ ists in
Ch^e *groundfi^sh fi^shery bein^g conduc^ted In the W^e^stern and Central Regul^atory
Ar^e^a^« of the Gulf of Â l̂ â sk̂ a â n̂ d is therefore incre^a^sing the *bycatch lim̂ its of
P^acific ^halibut allo^wed to b^e ta^ken by. U.S. fisher^men while tra^wling for
gro^undfi^sh. This actio^n is nece^ssar^y to avoid *underutiliz^ation and economic
^wastage of the *groundfi^s^h r̂ ê sô urĉ e known to b^e ̂avail^a^ble â nd is intended to
pro^mote full ̂ach^i^ev^e^m^ent ̂of tĥ e desired harve^st level of certain *groundfish
ŝ pecies. *(P̂ NEvâ n̂ ŝ , *6Э̂ 4-7̂ 4̂ А9)*.

THIS REPORT WAS RECEIV^ED VIA THE *RAPI^FAX ̂ MACHINE

AN^D IS THE BEST PRINT ÎNG QUALITY OBTAINABLE
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^NATIONAL E^NVIRONMENTAL SATELLITE^, DATA, AND I^NFO^RMATION SERVICE

Science Ma^ga^z^ine Features *NOAA Sate^l^lite Ocean Data. Dr^amat^ic c^hanges
in patterns of oceanic pigment concentrations aro^und the Galapagos Is^lands
during February and March 1983 have shown up in satellite observations. These
changes ̂ were associated with the unusual océanographie conditions observed
during the 1982-83 El Nino. Redistribution of food resources ^may have contri-
buted to the reproductive failure of ̂ marine wildlife on these islands d^uring
this El ^Nino. The computer^-processed image is color coded according to pigment
concentration ranges fro^m data collected from the NASA *^Nimbus-7 Coasta^l Zone
Color Scanner. The report is in the November 30, 1984 Science ̂ maga^zine entitled
"Satellite Color Observations of the *Phytoplankton Distribution in the Eastern
Equatori^al Pacific During the 1982-1983 El Nino," by *G. *Feldman, *D. Clar^k and
D. Alpern. (D. Clark, 763̂ -4244)

Improvin^g Fire and F^lood For^ecasting T^hrou^gh *Landsat Ima^gery. National
^Weather Serv^ice personnel from the S^ioux Fai Is and Rapid City offices visited
the EROS Data Center to consult with *NOAA/Landsat Operations Division ̂and
*EDC officials in an effort to improve fire and flood forecasting methods
through the use of the *Landsat imagery. *EDC personnel and ^NWS forecasters
Ro^ll in *^Mannie and Don Reed investigated methods through which individual
watersheds in the Black Hills could be more acc^urately depicted. The
investigation centered on the feasibility of developing large *Landsat images
with watershed boundaries, road ^networks, and ancillary data overlaid in
contrasting colors. Still in the research stage, ̂ it could result in the
development of a prototype system with application to many *similiar areas
in the United States. *(B. *Youngren, *FTS 784-7261)

*NAS Panel Meets as *NGDC. The National Geophysical Data Center hosted
a two-day ^meeting of the ^National Acade^my of Sciences "Panel on Potential
Fields for Geological Applications." The principal purpose of the meeting
was to give the panel an overview of the *^NG^DC potential field programs and
to give them an opportunity to make suggestions. The panel consisted of
representatives from NOS, *USGS, industry, and *academia. The panel is now
preparing a report which presumably wi^ll suggest areas for *NGDC to emphasize
in its gravity, *aerom^agnetic and topography programs. *(H. Meyers, *FTS 320-6521)

Tropical Cyclone Impact Charts. The National Climatic Data Center
has received a supply of color charts (22" *x 34" and И" *х 17" in size)
depicting global tropical cyclone tra^jectories and impacts (death and
damage) for the 20th Century. These charts were published by Science
Applic^ations, Inc., in cooperation with *NCDC and with support from the
Agency for Internationa^l Deve^lopment. *^(M. *Changery, *FTS 672-0765)
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^OFFICE OF OCEANIC A^ND ATMOSPHERIC ^RESEARCH

Deplo^yment of South Pacific Buo^y In Joint US/Peru Pro^ject^—On
Au^g^ust 6^, 1^984^, a moo^red meteorological buo^y cap^able of meas^uring win^d^
velocit^y^, sea level pressure, sea surface te^mperature, and air
te^mpe^ratu^re was deployed in the South Pacific at *1U°S, *1^05°^w. The
deployment of th^is buoy is the result of a joint project between *^NOAA
and Peru, and is one component of a large-scale obse^rving system that
will be used to support the TOGA program. The data are telemetered
through the GOES satellite and are available on the Global Telecommuni-
cation System (GTS). The buoy was deployed fr^om the *USCG Ice Breaker
Polar St^ar with representatives from both Peru and Chile ^participating.
In the spring Chi^le wi l l deploy a similar buoy at *^20°S, *85^°W. (Ken
*^Mooney, *R/CAR, 443-5381)
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ENVIRONMENTAL ^RESEARCH LABORATORIES

Arctic *Polynya Experi^ment *(APEX/ONR) ̂ - For the fir^st time^, a *PMEL
researc^h program *(APEX/ONR) has used a ^he^licopter to deploy a ^mooring. During
October^, nine ̂ moorings ̂ were deploye^d in the vicinity of St. Lawrence Island;
however^, due to fou^l ^we^ather, the key mooring of the region^al oceanography
co^mponent w^as not dep^loyed in Bering Strait^. Because current and pressure
d^ata from this location are crucial for understanding p^rocesses within the
*polynya and no ships were available, it was decided to attempt deployment from
a helicopter. Under the direction of ^Wil^liam Par^ker, *PMEL, the ̂ mooring ̂ was
constructed at ^Wales, attached to the release hoo^k under the helicopter, and
f^lown to a site in Bering Strait. Deployment was completed by ^lowering the
^mooring into the water until the subsurface ^Л oat was just under the surface
and then releasing it. Recovery will be conducted during s^ummer, 1985.
*(J. Sc^humacher, *FTS: 392^-6197)

Fate and Impact of Marine Debris Wor^kshop - James *D. Schumacher (session
chair^man) and Ronald *^K. Reed (presenter) participated in a workshop on fate
and impact of marine debris November ̂ 26^-29 in Honolulu, Hawaii. Although the
extent, nature, and fate of debris are not well defined, marine debris is
clearly a worldwide problem whose impac^t on marine life can be substantial.
It was a consensus of the attendees that a change in human *misperception that
the sea a^nd its beaches are an infinite sin^k for debris is an important step
toward reducing the proble^m. An executive summary of the workshop is to be
completed in January 19^85 by Dr. R. *S. *Shomur^a, ^Director, Honolulu Labs,
*NMFS. *(J. Schumac^her, *FTS: 392-6197)

Satellite^-Telemetering Weather Stations Dep^loyed - Personnel from *PMEL's
Marine ^Services ^D^ivision successfully dep^loyed two *satellite-telemetering
weather stations along the Alaska Peninsula during the week of
November *26-December 1. The stations, located at Thin Point near Cold Bay and
*Ugaiushak Island north of the Semidi Islands, measure wind, temperature, and
pressure. They will be recovered at the end of next summer. Together with
data fr^om a companion station on *Cherni Island near Cold Bay, the information
gathered will be used to determine complex flo^w in the coast^al zone during the
ma^jor weather sequences. This program is sponsor^ed by *OCSEAP. (A. *Macklin,
*FTS: 392-6798)

*ER^L/NOS Cooperation-Acoustical Research - *Drs. Thomas Clarke and
John Proni *(AOML/OAD) presented a talk to the Charting and ^Geodetic Service of
the National Ocean Service in Washington, *D.C., on December 13, on the
progress made to date on the *AÛML bottom acoustic echo-formati on research
progr^am. The objective of this program is to derive an acoustical
echo^-formation model based upon bottom structural features. The ̂ model will
have many applications to NOS acoustical botto^m ̂ measure^ments programs.
*(J. Proni, *FTS^: 350-1595)

10
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NATIONAL SEA GRANT COLLEGE PROGRAM

^Memorandu^m of Agreement Signed *-^- A new ^me^morandum of
agreement was signed recently between the Department of Navy and
the *NOAA Nationa^l Sea Grant Col^lege Program. T^he ^Naval E x p l o s i v e
Ordnance Disposal Techno^logy Center *(NEODTC) ̂ has unclassified
research needs relating to acoustic side-scan sonar systems^,^
*magnetometry*, harbor and coastal survey systems, and the marine
phenomena that affect their performance. Through the agreement,
Navy proposes to use the Sea Grant i n s t i t u t i o n network to satisfy
so^me of those research needs. The first *"pass-thro^ughs" of Navy
funds from the *NEODTC were to New Hampshire Sea Grant in support
of autonomous, unmanned underwater v e h i c l e development fo^r search
and survey mi *ssions *.

*(R *. *Kol*f *, 443-8977)

V i t a m i n s Help Salmon *Broodstock *^-- To ensure a h i g h egg take
from net pen salmon*, vi ta^r^n i ns are bei *ng added to fish diets in
experiments being conducted at Washington Sea Grant. Some
captive female *cohos held in freshwater increased egg production
12 percent in response to h i g h e r l e v e l s of v i t a m i n s in the feed,
according to p r e l i m i n a r y results. In a d d i t i o n , fry experienced a
h i g h e r s u r v i v a l rate.

Unt i l now, no information was a v a i l a b l e on v i t a m i n needs of
m a t u r i n g salmon, and net pen growers used arbitrary amounts of a
v i t a m i n supplement. However, maturing females probably have
quite different vitamin needs from young ones, because they are
putting all their food energy into egg development, not growth in
si^ze. Further research is being conducted to determine what
v i t a m i n l e v e l s produce an optimum le v e l of enzyme activity in
maturing female salmon. Results should help net pen growers hold
down feed costs, reduce *prespawning losses of fish, and, most
importantly, obtain ample eggs for their needs.

*(J *. *^McVey *, 443-5940)

F i l m s ^Win Awards *-- The Council on International
*Nontheatrical Events (CINE) recently awarded Golden Eagle pri^zes
to two films produced by Oregon Sea Grant. ^"Farmers of the Sea,"
a program on aquaculture produced for *WGBH-TV's NOVA series and
shown November 13 over the Public Broadcasting System, received
an award in the a g r i c u l t u r a l documentary category. "Riches From
the Sea," an exploration of the oceans and their resources
produced for the National Geographic Society, won in the
educational program category. These two well-made films are now
e l i g i b l e to represent U.S. f i l m m a k i n g in overseas f i l m
competit ions *.

(V *. *Omelczenko, 443-8886)
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