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Januar^y 25^, 1985

OFFICE OF GENER^AL COUNSEL

Brownsville Shrimp Cases

Received Notices of Appeal in fourteen (14) of the *Lacey
Act cases in which Judge *Dolan rendered an initial decision.
Twelve of the Notices of Appeal^, filed in federal district
court in Brownsville^, request "a jury trial and a de *novo
determination of all matters;" two of the Notices were filed
with Judge *Dolan.

*Nichiro Cases

The *Nichiro cases, involving *underlogging charges brought
by the Government against the Japanese fishing firm *Nichiro
*Gyogyo *Kaisha^, Ltd. and its related companies, have been
settled. On January 15 the settlement agreement was executed
and filed with the Federal District for Alaska (where a
forfeiture action against the firm's cargo vessel *NIKKO *MARU
is pending). Stipulated dismissals will be submitted immediately
in each of the other pending actions. *Nichiro agreed to pay
a $2,000,000 penalty in four annual installments, secured by
a letter of credit. Its vessels will be barred from directed
fishing for a total of 20 vessel years during 1985, 1986, and
1987. (Approximately six out of *Nichiro's twenty vessel
fleet will be barred in each of those years.) As part of the
settlement *Nichiro agreed not to contest the charges brought
by the Government and, for the purpose of any future violations,
admitted the truth of the Government's allegations. *Nichiro's
admission applies to all twenty vessels.



January 25, 1^985

OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Tornado^, Hurricane *Weathercasters*' Workshops sett The
agenda is being co^mpleted for the O^ffice of Public Affairs'
annual tornado workshop, to be held ̂ March 8 and 9 in Kansas
City. Ad^ditionally, N^W^S PA Officer Don *Witten will staff tornado
meetin^gs for ^media and ^public and ^safety officials in Columbus,
^Ohio, Indianapolis, Ind., Sprin^g^t i lei^d*, 111., Des Moines, Iowa.,
and ^Wichita, Kansas, March 11-1^6. The annual hurricane wor^kshop
and season-opener press conference will be held May *31-June 1 in
Atlanta*.

Bid From *Av-Space Writers; *NOAA-N^ESDIS has been asked by
the Aviation-^Space Writers^' Association to produce a news break
hour ̂ and a half briefing segment on "Satellites to the ̂ Year 2000"
for their Annual News Con^ference in St. Louis, Mo. April 16.
*NOAA Public Affairs also is assisting with plans for an
international conference of satellite direct broadcast users that
^week at Baltimore-Washington Airport Holiday Inn. The Baltimor^e^
^meetin^g is expected to draw several hundred government and
private sector users of geostationary and polar orbiting data and
i^magery products.

*Mc^blroy Briefing Widely Circulated; A briefing by *N^ESDIS
Assistant Administrator John *Mc^Elroy Jan. 10 has been distributed
by the U.S. Infor^mation Agency to 214 Embassy posts overseas.

On Tape; Five ̂minute *condensation-^-f*ast paced and *punchy--
*of the *NOAA film Terrible Tuesday is *nearing completion. It will
be used by TV stations as a public service product and to
accompany speakers on tornado safety.

Press Preview; A *^NOAA press release announces that the
agency, in cooperation with the Department of Defense, will
conduct a survey of the coast of Honduras to update nautical
charts of the region. The hydrographie ship *Mt. Mitchell is
scheduled to arrive in Honduras Jan. 29. It will collect
hydrographie data tor subsequent production of nautical charts.
The *v^/ork will be done in connection with President ̂ Reagan's
Caribbean Basin Initiative in cooperation with the *Honduran
Govern^ment*.

January School Aid Issued; The January issue of the school
Information Service has been released. Highlights include a
weather outlook for the January 21 inaugural ceremonies, the
launching o^f a new weath^er satellite, tornado totals for 1984, an
*"adopt-a-school" program in Florida, vitamin supplements for
fish, an essay on the ̂ mineral resources of the sea, winter
weather warning terms, and the world's oldest fish.



January 25, 1986

NATIONAL CLIMATE PROGRAM OFFICE

*NOAA News. A delegation of six Soviet scientists arrived on
Thursday, 24 Jan to attend the 10th meeting of Working Group VIII
of the US-USSR Agree^ment on Cooperation in the Field of
Environmental Protection. The 10th meeting will take place at
*AMS headquarters in Boston from 28 to 30 January. In *additon to
the meeting, the Soviet delegation will visit NASA GISS in New
York City^, *SUNY Stony Brook, *NOAA *GFDL at Princeton, *NOAA *NESDIS
in Suitland^, the University of Maryland, EPA headquarters and Bob
Ryan at Channel 4 news.

The Soviet delegation is headed by Dr. Victor *Boldyrev who
is the Chief of the Analysis and Forecasting of the Natural
Environmental and Climate Division of *Hydromet in Moscow. The
Soviet delegation includes *Drs. Ye. *Borisenkov, I. *Karol, A.
*Velichko, V. *Koropalov, and V. *Kapustin. The American delegation
headed by Dr. Alan Hecht, Director, National Climate Program
Office, *NOAA and includes Dr. *M. *Yerg, *NOAA^; Dr. *E. *Bierly, *NSF;
Dr. *M. *MacCracken, *LLNL; Dr. *J. Miller, *NOAA; and Dr. *J. Eddy,
*NCAR.

The result of the 10th ̂ meeting will be a plan for ̂joint
activities between the two sides for 1985. The three main areas
of these agreement include climate modeling, aerosols and trace
gases, and solar variations. Anyone wishing to contact ̂ members
of the Soviet delegation before they depart on 7 February or to
participate in future activities under ̂ Working Group VIII are
requested to contact Dr. Alan Hecht (443-8646).
(Martin *Yerg: *NCPO, 443-8981)



^Jan^uary 25, 1985

National Ocean Serv^ice

U.S. Power Squadrons *(USPS) Ann^ual ^Meeting - On January 17-^20^, 1985,
*R.Ad^n. John D. Boss^ler, Director, *ChartingS and Geodetic Service^s, and
*Capt. *Lavon *L^. *Posey, Chief, Marine Chart Branch, attended the *USPS Annua^l^
Meeting in Mia^mi, Florida. Admiral Bossier made t^he annua^l presentation of
Depart^ment of Commerce/National Ocean Service (NOS) awards to the outstanding
contributors to the *USPS/NOS Cooperative Charting Program. It is estimated
that the *52,000-member *USPS saves the govern^ment $13 million as a resu^lt of
their cooperative efforts with NOS. *(N. Banks, 443-8661)

Ship Operations

The *NOAA Ship MILLER FREEMAN departed home port at the NOS Seattle Ship Base
on January 15 to work on the Outer Continental Shelf Environmental Assessment
Program *(OCSEAP) in the Bering Sea along the Alaskan Pen^insula between Cape
*Seniavin and Cape *Mordvinof. The pro^ject will involve determining salinity
and temperature at selected stations, determining the standing crop of
zoop^lankton, and investigating the distribution, abundance and feeding habits
of fishes in the area.

The *NOAA Ship *TOWNSEND CROMWELL departed home port in Honolulu, Hawaii, on
January 16 to work on a *Seamount Survey in the Centra^l North Pacific. The
survey will involve taking samples of fish and squid and océanographie data
wil^l be collected as well as plankton and coral samples. Operations will be
in the southern part of the Emperor *Seamounts and northern Hawaiian Ridge,
with a concentrated effort on Hancock *Seamount. *(G. Stanley, *FTS-399-7659)



^Jan^uar^y 2^5, 198^5^
NATIONAL WEATHER SER^VICE

Record ̂ Art^ie Blast Strikes M^uch ̂ of the U.S^. - Te^mperat^ure records fel^l in
^more than 80 cities on Inauguration Day, Monday, ̂ J^anuary 21, 1985^, as a frigid
arctic ai^r mass encased most of t^he Nation east of the Rockies. Subzero
te^mperat^ures combined ^with strong ^winds produced wi^nd chill val^ues of 60 belo^w^
zero or lower ̂ over portions of the Ohio and Tennessee Valleys northeastward.
Akron^, Ohio, and *^Knoxvi^lle, Tennessee, tied at 24 degrees below zero for the
official co^ldest spot in the Nation on Monday. The wind chill at Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania^, was 68 degrees below zero. The icy blast laid a blanket of snow
across ^many sections of the east and heavy snows through the Appalachians and
the lee of the Great Lakes, with a rare snowfall in New Orleans, Louisiana.
Presidential inauguration cere^monies were moved indoors and the par^ade canceled
beca^use of the frigid conditions in Washington, *D.C. The ^media reported
49 weather-related de^aths across the Nation during the weekend, and the Florida
citr^us industry was threatened by *s^ubfreezing temperat^ures. (Rie *Coleman
427-8090)

East Coast Marine Information Service - The National Weather Service
Forecast Office *(WSFO) in Boston, Massachusetts, inaugurated an East Coast
Marine Informat^ion Service on Ja^nuary 15, 1985. T^his service is an extension of
a similar program provided by *WSFO Washington, *D.C. The marine co^mm^unity may
now obtain up-to-date coastal and offs^hore forecas^ts, ̂ 24 ̂ ho^urs pe^r d^ay, via co^m-
p^uter hook-up with *WSFO Boston by placing a te^lephone call. (Tô m *McGuire
8-223-1354)

*IFAS/FAST Interaction - The National Weather Service (NWS) and the
Institute of Food and Agricultural Services *(IFAS) have been cooperating in the
exchange of data for some years now. Recently, NWS contracted with *IFAS for
develop^ment of software to allow collection of tide gage reports. The software
allows collection from the remote gages at user defi^nable ti^mes^; it collects and
reformats the observatio^ns and trans^mits the data to the A^uto^mation of Field
Operations and Services at the Weather Service Office Tampa Bay, Florida. In
addition, NWS and the Florida Agricultural Services and Technology (FAST) have
been cooperating in exchange of data since January 1984. NWS provides FAST with
various forecast and observed weather information which FAST makes available to
a variety of agricultural users in Florida — growers and *mutuals. (Mel
*^McLaugh^lin 8-334-2659)

Alar^m Earthquakes Processed in 1984 - D^uri^ng 1984, the Alaska Tsunami
Wa^rning Center staff responded to and processed about 90 earthquakes (alarm
events) that occurred throughout the ̂ world and *actviated its alarm systems.
This does not inc^lude alarms that were activated by inverter failures, special
telephone number calls, tape drive, calibration pulses, etc. About 60 percent
of these alarm events (regional) occ^urred in Alaska and near t^he west coasts of
the U.S. and Can^ada. The remainder of the alarm events *(teleseismic) occurred
in other ^places, such as mid-Atlantic ridge, Fiji Islands, Japan, Sumatra,
Russia, Sandwich Islands, Europe, South America, etc. The majority of the
regional events were in the 5-6 magnitude range. A few were over 6 and the
remainder were less than 5. The ̂ maj^ority of the *teleseismic events were between
magnitude 6-7 with about ̂ 20 percent of the *teleseismic events above magnitude 7.
The worst duty week for 1984 was November 13-20. During this week there were
8 alarms, of which 5 occurred between the hours of 11 p.m. to 6 a.m. The high-
light event of 1984 was a magnitude 5.7 that occurred at 5:02 p.m. on August 13
near Palmer. The effects of this event caused no injuries b^ut damage was
reported from the *Palmer-WasiIla area. The damage included broken water lines,
dishes, storefront windows, etc. This event was felt over a ̂ large area and as
far away as Fairbanks. The main event was followed by numerous aftershocks
which are ̂ norma^l for shallow events above the Beni off zone. *(Stu Bigler
8-907-271-5136) ^5



Jan^uary 25, 1985

^N^ATIONAL EN^VIRON^MENTAL SATELLITE^, DATA, AND INFORMATION SERVICE

Ina^ug^u^rat^ion Day ^Weat^her. Pres^ident Reagan's second ̂ ina^ugurat^ion was
the co^ldest Inaug^uration Day on record, and t^he weather was the m^ajor news
story. As a resu^lt, Patrick Hughes^, author o^f a series of historical
articles on the sub^ject (the latest published in the current *^NOAA ̂Magaz^ine^;^
was interviewed live on Inaug^uration Day on the Cable News ̂ Network, which
serves 31.4 mi^l^lion homes and 99 percent of all cable subscribers. He
^d^isc^ussed the weather high^lights of past inaug^urations and co^mpared them to
the brutal weather on this year's Inauguration Day. (P. Hughes, 763-4690)

Historic information on inaugural weather conditions also was prov^ided
to CBS Evening News and The ^Washington Post by the National Cli^matic Data
Center. The information was re^quired for feature stories. *(W. Hatch,
*J. Hughes, *FTS 67^2-061^2)

Interactive Conference. The first International Conference on
Interactive Information and ̂ Processing Systems for Meteorology,
Oceanography, and Hydrology was held at the *Bilt^more Hotel, Los Ange^les,
California, ̂ January 7-11, 1985. Sponsors of the conference included the
American Meteorological Society *(AMS), the World Meteorological
Organization, and the Office of the Federal ^Coordinator tor Meteorological
Services and Supporting Research. The conference was held in conjunction
with the 65th Annual Meeting of the *AMS and the Third Conference on Climate
Variation and Symposium on Contemporary Climate. Approximately forty
exhibitors from government and private industry provided demonstrations.
*^U^ut *ot a total of 79 papers, 14 were presented by *NESDIS personnel.
*(R. Gird, 763-8142)
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