Explorando los Ecosistemas Marinos de Puerto Rico (Exploring the Marine Ecosystems of Puerto Rico) Video in Spanish 

Lack of awareness among islanders regarding existing coastal ecosystems and their interaction with coral reefs was one of the gaps identified by NOAA/NMFS Caribbean Field Office personnel. Puerto Rico, surrounded by diverse coastal and marine ecosystems, is a wonderful example of a Caribbean island and its ecological community. There is a need to create a consciousness in the general public regarding the existence and importance of the coastal and maritime ecosystems, which led to the development of the video entitled: Explorando los Ecosistemas Marinos de Puerto Rico (Exploring the Marine Ecosystems of Puerto Rico). The videos purpose is to take the viewer through each coastal and maritime ecosystem and show the interaction between ecosystems as well as the importance of each one in the greater coral reef ecosystem. The video describes the different types of shorelines, sandy and rocky beaches, mangrove forests, and marine habitats in Puerto Rico, including seagrass beds and coral reefs. Also, it illustrates what corals are as well as their biology and the coral reef structure. The video includes information about key inhabitants from each ecosystem including their role in the ecosystem. In addition, the video exhorts the viewers to respect each ecosystem and learn the importance of habitat conservation for all coastal and marine creatures.  

The majority of the footage in the video was taken around Puerto Rico in order to enable viewers to identify with the subject matter. The video was produced in Spanish with English subtitles to make it accessible to broader audience of NGOs, schoolteachers, federal/state agencies, and other interested parties. The video has been used in presentations to the general public by NMFS and has been airing on local PBS stations. Since the video started airing on local PBS stations, more schoolteachers and students have requested a copy. The video’s time of duration is 17:14 minutes. 

Copies of the video are available at the NOAA Library and through the Caribbean Field Office. Please call 787-851-3700 to request a copy of the video.
