6200_SampleBucket


Samples of Spongosorites sp., a yellow-colored sponge and bamboo coral, a   Cnidarian in the Family Isididae, collected by the Johnson-Sea-Link will be prepared for extraction and microbial isolation by the Biomedical and Biotechnology team.

6201KethTaraLab


Kathleen Janda (left) and Tara Pitts are the microbiologists on the CIOERT cruise, making initial isolations of the diversity of microbes that can be found in each marine sample.

6203_ColorGlovesCU
A small piece of a sponge in the Family Lithistidae is cut into a vial for microbial processing. Other segments will be vouchered for extraction and other analyses.

6313_KathSmBoat


Microbiologist Kathleen Janda is often first in the small boat to collect shallow-water samples using SCUBA.

6386_TaraBioBox


Tara Pitts reaches for a sample of a lithistid sponge in the temperature-insulated BioBox. The box maintains samples close to the cooler ambient temperature at which they were collected in deep water.

6601_TaraScuba


Tara Pitts ready to dive on a pristine reef in the Tortugas Ecological Reserve west of Key West.

6239_ShirleyFrankJSL

Chief Scientist Shirley Pomponi and submersible pilot Frank Lombardo atop Johnson-Sea-Link II prior to a morning dive.

6479_JohnKJohnR


John Kloske, from CIOERT partner SRI, demonstrates to John Reed an animated 3D model of the sea floor where the Johnson-Sea-Link submersible will survey.

6489_JoshDennisBridge

Joshua Voss and Dennis Hanisak study the profile of the seabed displayed on the ships fathometer. Fathometer profiles help the researchers select new targets of interest for submersible research.

6492_CaptMike


RV Seward Johnson Captain Mike Schoeller at the ship’s helm.

6504_SullyCommTrack

Chief JSL electronics technician Jim Sullivan tracks the Johnson-Sea-Link submersible as it moves in the depths and maintains voice communication with the submersible pilot via the UQC, or underwater telephone.

6522_StephJohnComp 

Research Professor John Reed and Biological Scientist Stephanie Rodgers set up a temporary workstation in the ship’s galley.

6547_StephRVSJbg


Stephanie Rodgers is one of the SCUBA team that investigated a reef in the Tortugas reserve.

6641_RVSJbow


The Research Vessel Seward Johnson on station in the Tortugas Ecological Reserve, in the westernmost region of the Florida Keys Marine Sanctuary.

6655_RVSJstern  
The Johnson-Sea-Link II submersible sits in its cradle under the massive A-frame launch and recovery system on the stern of the R/V Seward Johnson.

6684_JoshSmBoatDepart   
Joshua Voss leads a small boat excursion to a reef outside the Tortugas Ecological Reserve to collect small coral samples for advanced molecular studies of drivers and impacts of coral diseases.

6712_CraigJSL


JSL pilot Craig Caddigan serves as the submersible operation coordinator for today’s morning dive.

