Chris Gardner blog captions

CIOERT_2010_JSLII-3776-87    

Reefs as deep as about 400’ in these waters are considered to be in the mesophotic (mid-light) region, where a multitude of organisms rely on photosynthetic processes for survival.

6237_ChrisGardnerToJSL     
Fisheries biologist Chris Gardner gets into the JSL’s aft compartment for a dive to over 500’ on the Alligator Lithoherm off Islamorada in the Florida Keys. 

6285_DonSOCPhil   
Sub Ops Coordinator Don Liberatore and Phil Santos keep eyes on the Johnson-Sea-Link until it disappears below the surface.  The sub crew rotates through different duties, piloting one day and coordinating or tracking the next. 

6333_SmallBoatAway   
The small boat leaves the ship under fair skies carrying a SCUBA team to dive on a shallow reef in the Florida Keys.

6532_ChrisVideoReview   
Chris Gardner of NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service reviews video tapes from Johnson-Sea-Link dives to identify fish species.

JSL II-2773 019    
A threadnose bass Anthias tenuis takes shelter under a ledge and behind a lovely slit shell Perotrochus amabilis at a depth of 538’ on the Alligator Lithoherm.

7258_ChrisGardnerGuide     
Chris Gardner of the National Marine Fisheries Service office in Panama City, Florida, is our guide to fish species on Leg 1 of the FLoSEE Expedition.

