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EXPEDITION:

Gulf of Alaska Seamount Exploration 2004

DATE/TIME FILED:

5-AUG-2004 14:23:39

FILED BY:

Nicolas Alvarado, NOAA/OAR/OE

CURRENT POSITION:

N 54° 33.42 (54.557) W 136° 50.76 (-136.846)

VESSEL:

R/V ATLANTIS

GEOGRAPHIC AREA:

Eastern Gulf of Alaska, Dickins Seamount

=========

SUMMARY:

==========

Alvin Dive 4028 was launched at 8:30 and recovered at 13:45 PDT.  Amy Baco-Taylor (port observer) and Rachel Teasdale (starboard observer) dove in Alvin, with Anthony Tarantino, Alvin Pilot at the controls.  The primary objectives of the dive were to record coral diversity and collect rock.  The dive started relatively shallow (860 m) on the bottom of a basalt pinnacle, south of the intended dive position.  The surface was rocky with loose basaltic rocks and flow lobes and pillows.  The basalt pinnacle was dense with a diverse community.  There were numerous shrimp observed along the seafloor, on corals, and inside sponges. Lithodid crabs were also observed.  Corals, coral assemblages and rocks were photographed and collected.   Alvin transited to a ridge and began a horizontal transect at a depth of 750 m.  When the transect was complete, more samples (corals and rocks) were collected.  Alvin then returned to the portion of the transect where the corals were very abundant and representative corals were collected.  At depth there was a current and consequently Alvin ran low on battery power and had to end

the dive before sampling of coral diversity was complete.  Paragorgid corals, primnoid octocorals, bamboo corals and unknown corals were observed, as were several vertical flow lobes, some with central fractures.  Crabs, small fish and one possible flounder were observed.

Immediately after Alvin Dive 4028 was recovered, the R/V Atlantis proceeded to complete surveying (multibeam) of Dickins seamount.

=====================

PERSONNEL ONBOARD:

=====================

Nicolas Alvarado, Amy Baco-Taylor, Jason Chaytor, Carey DeLauder, Peter

Etnoyer, Tyler Fox, Denise Giles, Jennifer Jones, Randall Keller, Ed

Kelliher, David Miller, Catalina Martinez, Shinobu Okano, Kevin Penn,

Danielle Parker, Jeff Pollack, Matt Richards, Rachel Teasdale, G.P.

Schmahl, Aurelie Shapiro, Thomas Shirley, Paul Walczak, Naomi Ward, Jon

Warrenchuk

===================

SCIENCE ACTIVITIES:

===================

Activity ID: GOA2004_ACT0014    Cat: Dive - Human Occupied Vehicle

System: Alvin

Start: 8/3/2004 10:00:41    End: 8/3/2004 17:00:54

Site: Denson Seamount

Collected: Samples, Multimedia, Data

Activity ID: GOA2004_ACT0015    Cat: NonDive - Multibeam Survey

System: SeaBeam 2100/12

Start: 8/3/2004 17:45:51    End: 8/4/2004 6:19:38

Site: Dickins Seamount

Collected: Data

================================

EDUCATION/OUTREACH ACTIVITES:

================================

Event ID: GOA2004_EDO0008    Type: Daily Log

Title: Catalina's Alvin Dive#4027

Start: 8/4/2004 10:00:00    End: 8/4/2004 17:00:29

Location: R/V Atlantis

    Description: Catalina Martinez' first dive on Alvin.

# Participants: 2

For More Information: Jeff Pollack,

Event ID: GOA2004_EDO0009    Type: Daily Log

Title: UCAP Connection

Start: 8/4/2004 11:30:39    End: 8/4/2004 11:30:39

Location: Atlantis, Top Lab

Description: August 3 satellite call to UCAP School in Rhode Island hosted in Top Lab by Carey DeLauder, the UCAP science teacher and educator on board, Dudley Foster, Tom Shirley, Amy Baco-Taylor, Naomi Ward, Randy Keller, Jeff Pollack, G.P. Schmahl, Patrick Neumann and Nic Alvarado was transmitted in daily log.  At UCAP, 15 students, the director, the counselor, a science teacher and several UCAP employees were present.  Fred Gorrell, media relations for NOAA office for Ocean Exploration, was also present.  The Associated Press sent a writer and a photographer, as did the Providence Journal Bulletin.  Bruce Strickrott (pilot), Jason Chaytor (graduate student), and Catalina Martinez (OE Expedition Coordinator) answered UCAP students' questions at a depth

below 2000m.

# Participants: 10

For More Information: Jeff Pollack
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Explore more at http://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov

