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Overview of Remotely Operated Vehicle Dive Sonsub Dive 42 (GOMEX2003_ACT0075) at Diaphus Bank
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low-relief hard bottom 10
sand 80
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Other Comments/Notes

Survey Diaphus Bank for general habitat characterization.  Collect voucher speciment for positive identification of major organisms.  Compare state of the area to previous surveys
conducted more than 20 years ago by Bureau of Land Management studies

Objectives

Data Collected

Living Marine Resources Abundance

Fish Observation and Abundance

The dive began at 100 meters depth at a location north of the prominent east/west fault feature associated with this Bank.  The proposed dive track was to transit south until the
ROV encountered the abrupt drop-off at the fault.  We then transited south about 1500 meters, stopping many times at various low to moderate relief rock outcroppings.  These
outcrops were separated by areas of fine sand to mud sediments.  The outcrops had various benthis organisms, mostly antipatharians, gorgonians, and crinoids attached.  After
1500 meters, the ROV encountered the drop-off and followed it down to 129 meters, where it leveled off.  The ROV proceeded northwest back up the inclide and onto the main
bank area where more rocky outcrops were inspected.

Digital video was collected of the entire dive.  Digital video still images were taken of items of interest and all sampled items.  Annotation were made of the entire dive with habitat
and species identification when possible.  Twenty-nine specimens were collected includig:  black corals, gorgonians, crustaceans, echinoderms, fish, sponges, and algae.  All
samples were cataloged in the database.

Dive Track Description

No participants recorded.

Observations and Comments on Living Marine Resources:

9/29/2003 14:00:00

9/29/2003 21:10:00

Dates/Times/Depth
Innovator

System(s)
Participants

Start

End

-128.9

CST

MaxDepth (m):

Time zone

28.0921North

28.0927South

-90.7070East

-90.6974West

-06UTC

Bndg Coordinates

Samples
Multimedia
Data

Biodiversity

Uniqueness

Health

Disturbance

Overall Dive Site Ratings
1 = low; 10 = high

4
4
5
4

Relief Variation (meters): 5

Living Habitat Structure
Type % Cover
Sponges 20
Octocorals 30
Other 50

Sediments
Type % Cover
Silt (.004mm - .06mm) 30
Mix of Sand & Silt 70

Anthropogenics
Type/Description
Discarded Gear
large amount of longline (fish

)Garbage

Sedimentation

slit shell, Lithistid sponge,
octopus

Unique or Rare Invertebrates

conger eel

Unique or Rare Vertebrates

None (0) Single (1) Few (2-10) Many (11-100) Abundant (>100)

None (0) Single (1) Few (2-10) Many (11-100) Abundant (>100)

Geomorphology
Type % Cover

Activity Vitals

Nothing recorded.Bottom Fish

No other comments.

Nothing recorded.
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