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Monica Heintz just started (Fall ’05) working on her Ph D with professors Rachel Haymon and Dave Valentine at the University of California Santa Barbara. She is interested in microbial communities associated with marine hydrothermal systems, and specifically how these communities change and evolve as conditions in the system change. Currently she is investigating microbes in hydrothermal plumes at the Galapagos spreading center by comparing the phylogenetic diversity of particle-associated vs. free-living microbial communities within these plumes. To do this she is using both molecular methods to build phylogenetic trees and a new scanning electron microscopic imaging method, currently being developed in the Haymon lab by Chris Ehrhardt, to study microbe particle association. Her undergraduate degree is from the Colorado School of Mines in Geological Engineering.

