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Sharon Walker has been an Oceanographer at NOAA’s Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory in Seattle, WA since 1979, and a member of the NOAA Vents program since it began in 1984. Sharon specializes in the development of methods and instrumentation for the detection, monitoring and mapping of hydrothermal plumes, including the PMEL MAPR. She has participated in numerous research expeditions to mid-ocean ridges and submarine arc volcanoes. During this expedition, Sharon will collect hydrographic and optical data using the MAPRs during DSL-120 tows, and with the CTD during other operations. She will integrate these data with additional information, such as navigation, to provide near-real time results about the presence and probable locations of hydrothermally active sites. 
 

