Islands in the Stream 2001 Sebastian Pinnacles

9/1/2001

Dive Summary Mission to Oculina Habitat Area of Particular Concern

Tim Askew Jr. piloted this dive at the site known as Sebastian Pinnacles
(27.7360 / -79.9758) on 9/1/2001 starting at 11:08:58. Total dive time was
2:32:10 and the maximum depth reached was 255 feet. Scientific
observers were John Brooks and Sandra Brooke. (All times EST)

Dive Objectives. Objectives accomplished during the dive include:

Transect(s) Primary
Filming Primary
Benthic Assessment Secondary

Data Collected. Types of data collected during the dive include:

CTD File Raw clelia_612_ctd.zip
Track File Raw clelia_612_raw.zip
Track File Shape clelia_612_trk.zip
Track File WPT clelia_612_wpt.zip
MiniDV Clelia-612-1-3Chip
MiniDV Clelia-612-1-hi-def
MiniDV Clelia-612-1-Sit
MiniDV Clelia-612-2-3Chip
MiniDV Clelia-612-2-Sit

Living Marine Resources Abundance

few 2-10;, many 11 - 100; abundant >100

Pelagic Fish Many Other Benthic  Many
Bottom Fish Abundant few sponges and live coral.
Crustacean Few

Mollusk Few

Echinoderm Abundant

Observations and Comments on Living Marine Resources:
Difficult to see infauna, but almost certainly abundant

General Comments

Lots of Anthrinae, and small demersal fish. Few groupers, no real structure except
around Koenig recruitment blocks.

Prepared by :
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
9/1/2001

Overview of Dive Clelia-612 at Sebastian Pinnacles Dive Track Description

Began at sand flat and headed towards RB1 on bearing of 100deg/500ft. Saw 3 blocks with
flags but no coral ~15-20ft. apart (Wpt #1). Came upon rubble/sponge habitat with small live
Oculina vericosa colonies near T1 for filming of reefblock. T1 ends @ time 17:00 on tape #1.
Area looked flat and sandy so went to most southerly steeples pinnacle (CL612-wpt 116) on
bearing 020 for 3200 ft. Began T2 at start of transit & end at base of slope (255 ft.) T2 end
41:31 (time of tape). At base of slope (T3) saw small isolated coral colonies but as we
headed upslope over survey habitat, the current increased to 1.5 kt. and carried sub over
the ridge. After this point, we were fighting 1.5-2kt current (variable) along habitat on N side
of slope. Took Hi-Def footage of dead coral, proceeded East & took (wpt 6 at top of hill) and
terminated dive at 13:30 due to low battery. Relief of features observed during the dive
ranged from to 15 meters.

Observed Human Activities Observed Fish Abundance

None Observed. few 2-10; many 11 - 100; abundant >100
Observed Human Impacts Chaetodon sp. Many
. Holancthus bermudensis Few
Trawl Tracks or possible. coral was
Mycteroperca phenax Few

Overall Dive Site Ratings Seriola dumerili Many

1 =low; 10 = high

uniqueness 1

Health

disturbance 10
Biodiversity 3
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