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Marine Sanctuaries 2002

7/10/2002

Dive Summary

Pac Baroness

Exploration of the M/V Pac Baronness

Vince Gerwe piloted this dive with aft technician at the site known as Pac
Baroness on 7/10/2002 starting at 8:45:00. Total dive time was 8:40:00
and the maximum depth reached was 1479 feet. Scientific observers
were Robert Schwemmer and Sarah Fangman. (All times PDT)

Dive Objectives. Objectives accomplished during the dive include:

Exploration/Recon Primary
Fish Assessment Secondary
Benthic Assessment Secondary

Data Collected. Types of data collected during the dive include:

MiniDV PB0002071002F 1
MiniDV PB0002071002D1
MiniDV PB0002071002F2
MiniDV PB0002071002D2
MiniDV PB0002071002F3

Living Marine Resources Abundance

few 2-10; many 11 - 100; abundant >100

Pelagic Fish Abundant Other Benthic  Many
Bottom Fish Many

Crustacean Many

Mollusk Many

Echinoderm Abundant

Observations and Comments on Living Marine Resources:

Distinct differences between fauna on surrounding mud/silt bottom and on the
wreck

General Comments

None.

Prepared by :
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
7/10/2002

Overview of Dive PB0002 at Pac Baroness Dive Track Description

Approached the Pac Baroness and began surveying the aft starboard quarter, examining
areas around the assumed point of collision. The wreck is not totaly encrusted, but contains
a thick overgrowth of hydroids, as well as numerous starfish and anenones. In many areas
the paint can still be seen. Several different species of rockfish, and other pelagic and
benthic fish species use the wreck for shelter and to seek food.

Spent the rest of the day circumnavigating the wreck, filming and photographing the three
main pieces and the scattered debris. Obtained good footage of the ship’s name painted on
the port bow, and the stern.

Collected 1 specimen, an echinoderm, at the end of the dive. This completes the visual
survey of the wreck at this time given the potential for entanglement. Objectives for a future
mission, once the videotape and stills are analysed and after good sidescan imagery is
obtained, could include flying the ROV along the main deck and penetrating one of the
cargo holds.

So far there are no indications of leaking fuel oil, but we don’t know if any remains in the fuel
oil holds below the cargo holds. Surveys of the vessel immediately following the incident
indicate that some oil was spilled, but the amount was never determined. Relief of features
observed during the dive ranged from to >10 meters.

Observed Human Activities Observed Fish Abundance

few 2-10; many 11 - 100; abundant >100

Shipwreck

Observed Human Impacts

Wrecks Indications of spilled

Overall Dive Site Ratings

1 =low; 10 = high

uniqueness 10
Health 7
disturbance 10
Biodiversity 3
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