Sustainable Seas Expeditions

8/9/2000

Dive Summary

Stu’s Ridge

Mission to West Florida Shelf

starting at 12:32:00. Total dive time was 3:46:00 and the maximum depth
reached was 260 feet.

Dive Objectives. Objectives accomplished during the dive include:
General Reconnaissance

Fish Assessment

Benthic Assessment

Geologic Assessment

Scientific Verification

Filming

Exploration Primary

Data Collected. Types of data collected during the dive include:
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MiniDV WF00_047-2
MiniDV WF00_047-3

Living Marine Resources Abundance

few 2-10;, many 11 - 100; abundant >100

Pelagic Fish Few Other Benthic

Bottom Fish Many soft corals
sponges

Crustacean Few basket stars

Mollusk Few

Echinoderm Many

Observations and Comments on Living Marine Resources:

Fish species included grouper, gray angelfish and spitfin butterfly. Soft corals and
sponges were also noted.

General Comments

Two sub dive. Visibility less than 10 feet.

Prepared by :
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
12/19/2000

Overview of Dive WF00_047 at Stu’s Ridge Dive Track Description

Sylvia Earle piloted this dive at the site known as Stu’s Ridge on 8/9/2000

Moved from flat sand at 250 feet to top of ridge at 200 feet. Relief of features observed

during the dive ranged from to >10 meters.
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SSE West Florida Shelf Dive #46 & #47
Location: Madison & Swanson Reserve
Pilot: Mead & Earle

Date: 8/9/2000
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Observed Human Activities Observed Fish Abundance

Recreational Fishing

Observed Human Impacts

Discarded Gear much fishing line on

Overall Dive Site Ratings

1 =low; 10 = high
uniqueness
Health

disturbance

Biodiversity

Barata"

few 2-10; many 11 - 100; abundant >100
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