
Mission to Florida Middle Grounds / Northern Gulf of Mexico

Steamboat Lumps

Dive Summary
7/24/2002

Sustainable Seas Expeditions

None Observed.

None Observed.

FewPelagic Fish

AbundantBottom Fish

FewCrustacean

Mollusk Few

Echinoderm

Other Benthic

3Biodiversity

8uniqueness

8Health

2disturbance

None.

General Comments

Check out Primary

Fish Assessment Secondary

Habitat Assessment Secondary

Filming Secondary

Dive Objectives. Objectives accomplished during the dive include:

Track File Raw a20_165_raw.zip

Track File Shape a20_165_trk.zip

Track File WPT a20_165_wpt.zip

Data Collected. Types of data collected during the dive include:

Living Marine Resources Abundance

Observed Fish Abundance

Area surveyed was primarily sand with very little slope or topography aside from large red
grouper excavations.  Sand was fine and silty and primarily bare.  A few areas were covered
with a medium desnity algal mat.  Grouper excavations were scattered accross sand plane
and were 15-20 feet accross and up to 5 feet deep.   Large amounts of cobble and larger
sized rubble present at center of most grouper excavations.  Excavations with rubble and
grouper contained large numebers of other fishes.  A few excavations were shallower, had
no rubble, and had no grouper.  Most of the grouper excavations were concentrated in the
beginning portion of the dive track which was to te west of the rest of the dive track.  Two
excavation had 1 red grouper and 1 spotted moray eel.  No excavation had more than 1
grouper.  Juvenile green band wrasse were seen possibly parasite feeding on red grouper.
Relief of features observed during the dive ranged from  to 2 meters.

Overview of Dive SSE02_a20_165 at Steamboat Lumps
Benjamin Richards piloted this dive at the site known as Steamboat
Lumps (28 12.1500 / 084 43.0500) on 7/24/2002 starting at 11:50:00.
Total dive time was 3:43:00 and the maximum depth reached was 216
feet. (All times EDT)
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Dive Track Description

few 2-10; many 11 - 100; abundant >100

Observed Human Impacts

8

8

Overall Dive Site Ratings

8

1 = low; 10 = high

8

Observations and Comments on Living Marine Resources:
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Prepared by :
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

7/24/2002

Red Grouper

Observed Human Activities
few 2-10; many 11 - 100; abundant >100

DVCam A20-165-01

DVCam A20-165-02

DVCam A20-165-03

DVCam A20-165-04
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