Sustainable Seas Expeditions Salt Dome (Pinnacles)
7/29/2002

Dive Summary Mission to Florida Middle Grounds / Northern Gulf of Mexico

Overview of Dive SSE02_a20_174 at Salt Dome Dive Track Description
Gale Mead piloted this dive at the site known as Salt Dome (Pinnacles) Landed on bottom near edge of top of feature, 160 feet. Moderate relief hard bottom with
(29 13.7803 / 88 26.4010) on 7/29/2002 starting at 16:40:00. Total dive many fish. Traveled across top of feature to waypoint 1, mostly hard bottom with good invert
time was 2:53:00 and the maximum depth reached was 260 feet. (All coverage. Traveled down to base of feature and slightly beyond, across sand to 260 feet
times CDT) depth. Near base of feature there are numerous large rock mounds separated by areas of

sand. Lots of life, but more at top of feature. Relief of features observed during the dive

Dive Objectives. Objectives accomplished during the dive include: ranged from to >10 meters.
Exploration/Recon Primary
Filming Primary w2530
Fish Assessment Secondary
Habitat Assessment Secondary

Data Collected. Types of data collected during the dive include:

Track File Raw a20_174_raw.zip
Track File Shape a20_174_trk.zip
Track File WPT a20_174_wpt.zip
DVCam A20-174-01
DVCam A20-174-02
DVCam A20-174-03

Living Marine Resources Abundance

few 2-10;, many 11 - 100; abundant >100

88°2500°

Pelagic Fish Abundant Other Benthic ~ Abundant
300 0 300 600 Meters .
Bottom Fish Abundant Crinoids abundant. Numerous =555 ] Salt Dome Mountain
corals, sponges, other
Crustacean Many encrusting orgs.
Mollusk Many Observed Human Activities Observed Fish Abundance
Echinoderm Abundant None Observed. few 2-10; many 11 - 100, abundant >100
Observed Human Impacts Greater amberjack Many
Observations and Comments on Living Marine Resources: . Almaco jack Many
Very colorful and diverse site. Discarded Gear anchors (2) -
Creole Fish Abunda
Discarded Gear 1/2 inch line (2) :
Red barbier Many
General Comments . . .
N Overall Dive Site Ratings scad Abunda
one.
1 =low; 10 = high rock beauty Many
Prepared by : uniqueness 7 bank butterflyfish Many
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration graysby Single
130/ Health 7
7/30/2002 : moray Few
disturbance 3
silky or sand bar shark(?) Many
Biodiversity 7 :
black belly male gag Single
scamp Many
scorpionfish Few

blue angelfish Many
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