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8/2/2002

Dive Summary

Alderdice Bank (Northern Topographic Highs)

Mission to Florida Middle Grounds / Northern Gulf of Mexico

GP Schmahl piloted this dive at the site known as Alderdice Bank
(Northern Topographic Highs) (28 04.6647 / 92 00.1450) on 8/2/2002
starting at 16:35:00. Total dive time was 3:20:00 and the maximum depth
reached was 230 feet. (All times CDT)

Dive Objectives. Objectives accomplished during the dive include:

Exploration/Recon Primary
Fish Assessment Primary
Habitat Assessment Primary
Benthic Assessment Primary
Filming Primary
Geologic Assessment Secondary

Data Collected. Types of data collected during the dive include:

Track File Raw a20_180_raw.zip

Track File Shape a20_180_trk.zip
Track File WPT a20_180_wpt.zip

Living Marine Resources Abundance

few 2-10; many 11 - 100; abundant >100

Pelagic Fish Other Benthic
Bottom Fish

Crustacean

Mollusk

Echinoderm

Observations and Comments on Living Marine Resources:

General Comments

None.

Prepared by :
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

8/2/2002

Overview of Dive SSE02_a20_180 at Alderdice Ba Dive Track Description

There are three major topographic features of interest associated with Alderdice Bank. The
primary mound feature of this bank is located in the east-central area of the salt dome
prominence. To the west of the primary mound are located two smaller pinnacles, which
were reported to be comprised of uplifted pillars of basalt by Bight and Rezak in 1978. The
previous dive inspected these two basalt features. The objective of this dive was to begin at
the second basalt feature, and after inspection, transit to the primary mound feature for
habitat documentation, a distance of approximately 700 meters. The dive began on the
second basalt feature, which was quickly located by direction of topside navigation. This
feature is very impressive, and rises about 60 feet from its base to the top of the shallowest
spire. It is surrounded at its base by a large pile of block-like rocks. One side of the feature
is an almost smooth rock face, with numerous attached corkscrew sea whips and other
organisms. Large numbers of fish were associated with this feature, with swarms of creole
fish over the top of the spire. | then began the transit to the primary mound feature of
Alderdice Bank. The transit distance was about 600-700 meters. The habitat during this
transit appeared to be sand and silt overlying a hardbottom pavement, because there were
numerous gorgonians and low relief rock outcroppings interspersed throughout. On
approach to the feature | encounterd a talus zone with numerous rock accumulations. |
transited up onto the mound feature which was primarily an algal-sponge habitat, with
numerous large sponge species noted. Because the transit to the mound resulted in a
significant drop in DeepWorker voltage, the dive had to be terminated somewhat early
before the major portion of the mound could be explored. Relief of features observed during
the dive ranged from to meters.

0445

B

AN 60"

400 Meters

ALDERDICE BANK

Observed Human Activities Observed Fish Abundance

None Observed. few 2-10; many 11 - 100; abundant >100

Observed Human Impacts

None Observed.

Overall Dive Site Ratings

1 =low; 10 = high

uniqueness
Health
disturbance

Biodiversity
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