U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, WEATHER BUREAU
IN COOPERATION WITH Michigan Weather Service
CLIMATOGRAPHY OF THE UNITED STATES NO. 20 — 20

LATITUDE 43°02' CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY STATION  Lapeer, Michigan
LONGITUDE 83°20"'
ELEV. (GROUND) 865 feet
MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD 1935 - 1964
Temperature (°F) X Precipitation Totals (Inches) Mean number of days
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JANUARY 30.3/15.2(22.8] 66 |1950 -1711951 |1280 1.45 1.10 {1947+ 8.9]23.1| 1943 8.2/ 1954 4 018 | 30 4 | JANUARY
FEBRUARY 32.8|15.4(24.1| 63 |1954 ~20/1962+|1190 1.73 2.75 | 1954 9.4 21.4| 1946 7.0{ 1946+ 5| 0|14 | 27 3 | FEBRUARY
MARCH 42.4(24.1(33.3| 83 (1938 -22/1948 960 1.90 1.33 |1949 6.5/24.6| 1954 6.2 1957 5 0 6 | 26 1 | MARCH
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OCTOBER 63.4(40.5|52.0| 89 |1953 19(1964 410 2.40 1.65 [11945, 0.3] 3.5/ 1952+ 3.5[1943 ) 0 0 6 0 | OCTOBER
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Lapeer is located in the southeastern section of Michigan
about fifty miles north of Detroit and about forty miles
west of southern Lake Huron.

(a)

Average length of record, years.

T Trace, an amount too small to measure.

*%

is level to rolling.
loams and quite fertile.

Due to the inland location of this area,

Base 65°F

+ Also on earlier dates, months, or

* Less than one half.

CLIMATE OF LAPEER, MICHIGAN

The topography in the area

The soils are sandy loams to clay

the Lake effect

does not modify the climate as much as in those regions
closer to the Lakes, especially those regions closer to

Lake Michigan.

However, Lake Huron produces some effect

when winds are from the northeast and Lake Michigan has
some effect when previously westerly winds are blowing,
but not nearly as much as in those regions along the

west side of the State.

Available weather data for the Lapeer area show that the

highest temperature ever recorded here is 105° on July 24,
and the lowest of record is -26° on February 20,
Winters average ten days with temperatures reaching zero

1934,

or lower.
higher occurs in about one summer out of ten and 90° or
higher occurs on an average of thirteen days during the

At the other temperature extreme,

100°

or

Principal agricultural operations
are general farming and dairying.

1929.

hours falls about once in two years.
amounts of 3.5 inches and 4.2 inches occur about once in
ten years and once in fifty years respectively.

years.

Twenty-four hour

snowfall averages 37.5 inches a year, but there is con-
siderable variation from year to year.
from as much as 62.8 inches in the 1942-43 season to as

little as 12.0 inches in the 1936-37 season.

Totals have varied

Measurable

amounts of snow usually fall during each month of the
period, November through April.

Cloudiness is greatest in the late fall and early winter.
Flint (nearest Weather Bureau Office) records show December

averages 22 cloudy, 7 partly cloudy and 2 clear days.
records show 10 cloudy days,

clear days.

Prevailing wind direction is south.

July

13 partly cloudy days and 8

Average hourly velocity

is greatest in March, 12.2 m.p.h. and lowest in August,

7.2 m.p.h.
m.p.h.

from the northwest in May,

Weather Bureau location at Flint).

1956.

Highest wind ever recorded in the area is 8l
(Wwind data from

summer.

The highest monthly mean temperature of record is 79.4°
in July, 1921. Lowest monthly mean temperature is 9.0°
established in January, 1918. The average dates of the
last freezing temperature in the spring and the first in
the fall are May 13th and October 7th respectively.

Precipitation is heaviest during the growing months or
"crop season" averaging 62% of the annual total during the
six month, April-September period. Heaviest precipitation
month is June which has an average total of 3.46 inches.
Lightest monthly average precipitation is 1.45 inches in
January. As much as 1.2 inches of precipitation in one
hour, 1.4 inches in two hours and 2.3 inches in twenty-four

Degree day data is provided as an index of heating re-
quirements for buildings. For example, April averages

580 degree days and December 1160, which means that for an
average December, fuel necessary for heating will be
approximately twice that required for April. Degree days
for a single day are obtained by subtracting the mean
temperature from 65°. The need for the heating of
buildings is considered none or slight if a day has an
average temperature of 65° or higher.

A. H. Eichmeier

State Climatologist
Weather Bureau Office
East Lansing, Michigan
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