U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, WEATHER BUREAU

IN COOPERATION WITH MICHIGAN WEATHER SERVICE
CLIMATOGRAPHY OF THE UNITED STATES NO. 20 — 20

LATITUDE 42° 24°' CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY STATION SOUTH HAVEN, MICHIGAN

LONGITUDE 86° 17°'
ELEV. (GROUND) 626 Feet

MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD 1933 - 1962
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(a) Average length of record, years.
T Trace, an amount too small to measure.

*¥ Base 65°F

+ Also on earlier dates, months, or years.

* Less than one half.

CLIMATE OF SOUTH HAVEN, MICHIGAN

South Haven is located on the shore of Lake Michigan
in the southwest part of the state and about 40 miles
north of the Indiana border. The land in the area is
level to gently rolling and the soil is sandy to sandy
loam.

The Lake influence is strong in the South Haven area
since the prevailing winds are westerly and this in-
fluence tends to keep the winters milder and the early
spring and summer cooler than would normally be ex-
pected at this latitude. The soil is mostly light and
well drained and the weather and soil combine to make
this area a very desirable fruit and vegetable growing
area.

Available weather data for the South Haven area show
that the highest temperature ever recorded here is 100°
on June 20, 1953. The lowest of record is 22° below
zero on February 11, 1899. Temperatures reach the 90°
mark on an average of seven times per summer and have
reached 100° only once in the period of record. At

the other extreme, temperatures fall to zero or lower
on an average of two days during a winter season.

About one winter out of three has no temperature as low
as zero.

January, 1912, with a mean temperature of 13.0°, is the
coldest month of record and July, 1955, with a mean
temperature of 77.6° is the warmest of record. The
average dates of the last freezing temperature in the
spring and the first in the fall are May 5th and Octo-
ber 16th, respectively.

Precipitation is heaviest during the growing months or
“crop season", averaging 62% of the annual total during
the six months April through September. Heaviest rain-
fall is in June, an average of 3.43 inches with May
averaging a close second, 3.41 inches. Driest month

is February with an averagas amount of 1.81 inches.

The wettest single month of record is May, 1912 when
10.10 inches of rain fell. During the driest month

of record, July, 1946, only 0.02 inch was measured.
Hourly amounts of as much as 1.35 inches and two hour-
ly amounts of as much as 1.60 inches will occur about
once in two years. Twenty-four hour amounts of as much
as 3.80 inches occur about once in ten years and twenty-
four hourly amounts of 5.00 inches will occur about once
in fifty years.

Snowfall averages 46.4 inches a season with considerable
variation from winter to winter. Seasonal totals have
varied from as much as 72.5 inches in 1959-1960 to as
little as 18.7 inches in 1952-1953. The most frequent
amount is between forty and fifty inches. Six months of
the year usually have measurable snow amounts.

Cloudiness is greatest in late fall and early winter
while sunshine percentage is highest in the spring and
summer. Recoxrds at Grand Rapids (nearest first order
Weather Bureau Office) show an average of two clear,

five partly cloudy and twenty-four cloudy days in Jan-
uary while September shows an average of ten clear days,
nine partly cloudy days and eleven cloudy days. Thunder-
storms average thirty-seven per summer season.

Degree day data is provided as an index of heating re-
quirements for buildings. For example, April averages
560 degree days and January 1150, which means that for
an average April, fuel necessary for

heating will be about half that required for January.
Degree days for a single day are obtained by subtracting
the mean temperature from 65°. The need for heating of
buildings is considered none or slight if a day has

an average temperature of 65° or higher.

A. H. Eichmeier

State Climatologist
Weather Bureau Office
East Lansing, Michigan
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