LATITUDE
LONGITUDE

31° 21t
89° 171

ELEV. (GROUND) 168’

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, WEATHER BUREAU
IN COOPERATION WITH HATTIESBURG CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
CLIMATOGRAPHY OF THE UNITED STATES NO. 20 — 22

CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY STATION  Hattiesburg, Miss.

MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD 1926-1955

Temperature (°F) Precipitation Totals (Inches) Mean number of days
0
2 T
2 emperatures
Means Extremes E = Snow, Sleet -g oy Niis
g gl . g i a 9
| 3l B g = - ] g7 3 i ol | |
al, 8l, 8 9 |2% 3 4 $ i 3 &5 o sl
L RRE R A R A AR R R S LR
S8 BAE 3 |[RE = w8 » (w2 | = G | = | 2|2 E & 5P = K588 58 8 3| 2
(a)| 30 | 30 | 30 | 30#| —— | 30#| —— 5 30 30 - | 30| 30|~ | 30 |—— (30 |30]|30]| 30| 30
Jan. | 63.7 | 40,0 | 51.9 | 87 1937 8 1940 | 367 4,98 2.63 1932 | 0.1 | 1.5 | 194 1.5 | 1940 7 (0] 0| 10 0| Jan.
Feb. | 6646 | 421 | Shek | 85 1950+ 7 1951 | 274 533 4.93 1929 0 0 —— (0] —— 7 0 ¥* 6 0| Feb,
Mar, | 71.6 | 47.4 | 59.5 | 89 | 19554 17 | 1943 | 200 6.99 5,19 | 1929 T T | 1951+ T |1951+| 8 | O O 3| O] Mar,
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(a) Average length of record, years.
T Trace, an amount too small to measure.

# Highest missing 1926 - Jan.
Highest missing 1936 - May
Lowest missing 1939 - Aug.
Lowest missing 1940 - Aug,.

+ MAlso on earlier dates, months or years.
# Less than one half.

3t Degree days data are based on a daily
mean temperature of 65°

NARRATIVE CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

Hattiesburg was founded in 1882 by Captain William H. Hardy and in
1884, after having been known as Twin Forks and Gordonville, it
was incorporated as the City of Hattiesburg. When Forrest county
was created out of Perry county in 1910 Hattiesburg became the
county seat of Forrest county. Early settlers were attracted to
the area by the vast acreage of virgin pine timberland which re-
mained for many years the major source of wealth of the area.

Hattiesburg is located on the Leaf River which flows in a south-
southeastward direction to the Gulf of Mexico at Pascagoula; Gor-
don Creek winds its way through most of the city before it joins the
Leaf River. The country surrounding Hattiesburg, and the city it-
self, is gently rolling with many small streams and rivers cutting
through the valleys. The land is mostly cut-over pineland. Most
of the city of Hattiesburg lies within a range of 150-175 feet

above mean Gulf level.

The highest temperature recorded in Hattiesburg since 1891 was 106°
in August 1951 and June 1936. The lowest temperature ever recorded
was =19 (1 below zero) in February 1899. A comparison of mean
monthly temperatures for the 30 years 1926-1955 with the same data
for the period 1898-1932 reveals slightly warmer winters (January
and February about 13° higher) and slightly cooler summers (about
30 lower). The daily range of temperatures, from night time low
to day time high about 24 degrees.

The average date of the last freeze (32°) in spring is March 1lith
and the average date of the first freeze in fall is November 1Oth;
the average period between these, known as the "growing season" is
242 days. The latest spring freeze in past 30 years occurred on
April 6, 1950 and the earliest fall freeze on October 17, 1943. The
average date of the last "hard freeze" (20°) in spring is February
10th while the average date of the first in fall is December 20th,
Temperatures 20° or lower occur on an average of 3 days per year,
2 in January and 1 in December. Temperatures 20° or lower have
occurred in February, March and November but during the past 30
years it has been this cold only 7 times in February, 2 times in
March and 6 times in November, Temperatures 20° or lower have
not occurred between March 1lth and November lith, inclusive.

The average annual rainfall computed for the years 1926~1955

of 60,72 inches is 2.4/ inches more than the average for the years
1898-1932. The largest increase in monthly average precipitation
was in March and November with the greatest decrease in January

and October. During the years 1891-1955 the heaviest rainfall in
one day was 8.00 inches on September 29-30, 1915, as the remains of
a previously devastating hurricane passed northward over the area.

Hattiesburg being 65 miles from the Gulf of Mexico is not often
bothered by hurricanes but the one of September 27, 1906 was an ex—
cdeption. Hurricane force winds persisted far inland and the area
from Brookhaven to Waynesboro suffered heavy damages from the winds
and attendant rains. About 10 percent of the wvirgin stands of yel-
low pine was destroyed, losses sufficient to "shake banks and in-
vestors"; homes and stores were damaged or demolished and communi-
cations lines went down. Rains of the two days totaled more than
9 inches and flooded lowlands, washed out roads and bridges. The
hurricane of September 29-30, 1915 disintegrated rapidly as it
moved inland over southeastern Louisiana and consequently wind
damage in Mississippi interior was minor although attendant heavy
rains caused much damage.

One of the notable tornadoes of record passed within 8 miles of
Hattiesburg on April 24, 1908; 97 persons were killed and property
damage of $880,000 (1908 valuation) occurred as this tornado moved
over a narrow path from Purvis to Winchester. Again on March 15,
1946 another tornado followed almost the same path but only 3 per-
sons were injured while property damage amounted to $275,000.
Records for the years 1926-1955 do not reveal any tornadoes within
the city of Hattiesburg but severe thunderstorms or line squalls
have done considerable damage and tornadoes are not unlikely.

Snow is of minor importance with measurable snow having fallen
only 4 times in the past 30 years. Hail occurs mostly in the
spring and fall months when thunderstorms are most severe; summer
thunder is generally mild. Thunderstorms during the winter months
are infrequent but those that occur are usually rather heavy.

Ralph Sanders
Climatologist

Weather Bureau Office
New Orleans, Louisiana
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A weather station has been maintained in Hattiesburg since April 1890 with but few breaks in
J. H. Cleveland and John Bertrand served as observers until March 1893.
W. H. Smith was the observer from June 1893 to January 1902, and J. W. Barnes was observer un-
til March 1905. Thomas C. Spence maintained the station at 521 Laurel Avenue until Jan. 1916.
Tt was moved to L. C. Bradley's place at 908 Hardy Street February 1916 and he moved it to LOO
Bay Street in November of that year where it remained until January 1917.
observer at 113 Short Bay Street from January 1917 to September 1919 when it was moved to 109
Short Bay Street with Oscar J. Bowan as observer.
location of the station is in doubt but the following were the observers:

the record.
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STATION HISTORY

W, T. Herren June 1920-September 1920

C. C. McGee October 1920-March 192l

E. E. Hudson April 192L~August 1925

R. W. Williams September 1925-January 1928
Asa Bryant February 1928-March 1929

R. M. Williams April 1929-May 1930

Edwin 0. Neal June 1930-December 1935
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Thomas J. Walker was

From June 1920 to December 1935 the exact
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Mrs., Ethelyn Gilmore was observer at 208 South 2lth Avenue until July 1936 when W. O. Neal be-

came- the observer.

On January 16, 1937 James O. McRaney became the observer and the station

was moved to the corner of Main Street and River Avenue in Petal, Mississippi where it remained

until January 1948,

Mrs. Annie C. Draughn became observer in February 1948 with the station

still in Petal but it was moved back to Hattiesburg on December 1, 1951 when the present obser-
ver, Jacob H. Grayson, established the station at 1110 Bouie Street near the Leaf River bridge.
umJHW. readings of the stage of the Leaf River at Hattiesburg have been made since October 1,

190L.



