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**Base 65° F (estimated).
(a)Average length of record, years.

LATITUDE: 34°24'N
LONGITUDE: 103°12'W CLlMATOLOGlCAL SUMMARY STATION: CLOVIS
ELEV. (GROUND): 4280 Ft. NEW MEXICO
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CLIMATE OF CLOVIS, NEW MEXICO

The city of Clovis is located in the extreme southeastern portion
of Curry County in east-central New Mexico near the State's east
border. Founded by the Santa Fe Railway engineers in 1906 and

Mexico only two small tornadoes have been recorded in the Clovis
area: the first on June 10, 1932, caused property damage esti-
mated at $15, 000; the other on September 17, 1944, caused damage

incorporated in 1909, it is the county seat. Clovis is surrounded estimated at $25,000. No deaths or injuries resulted. Although
by the EasternNew Mexico High Plains, gently rolling and general- July and August are the rainiest months, only four or five days
ly level except for breaks along various watercourses. The area each month bring as much as one-tenth inch of rain. Daytime

is one of extensive farming and stock raising; and cotton, truck,
and feed crops are grown under irrigation pumped from abundant
underground water supplies, while winter grains and summer feed
crops are raised in dry-land farming areas. Stock raising plays
an important part in the area economy, and Clovis is one of the
largest livestock markets and commercial feeding centers in the
Southwest. Clovis Air Force Base, a permanent installation, is
located adjacent to the city.

Situated near the southwestern edge of the Great Plains, Clovis
has a semiarid continental climate, little influenced by the topog-
raphy except for an occasional upslope movement of air in the
winter, which may produce low cloudiness, rain, and possible
icing for several hours. Otherwise, winters are dry and sunny
withmild daytime temperatures but night minimausually well below
freezing. Few of the cold arctic outbreaks which sweep across the
northern plains in winter penetrate so far south and west, so that
there are on an average only seven days a year when shade tem-
peratures remain below freezing. In the 30 years of record sum-
marizedhere, only 23 days had minimum readings of zero or below.
Winter precipitation totals average about one-half inch per month,
with less than 20 per cent of the year's moisture falling in the
November-April period. Some of this precipitation fallsas snow;
yet the average in December and January, the snowiest months,
is only 2.4 inches, and snow seldom lies on the ground more than
a few hours.

Summer is therainy season, with 80 per cent of the year's mois-
ture falling during the May-September months. Much of this pre-
cipitation comes during brief but sometimes heavy thundershowers,
accompanied by considerable lightning, some hail, and briefly
strong winds. Throughout 40 years of tornado records for New
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temperatures in June, July, and August average above 90°, but
only 12 days a year on an average have temperatures of 1000 or
higher. Daily readings range from quite high levels to ones av-
eraging 30° lower than the highs.

Clovis has an average growing season of 195 days, beginning
with April 15, the average date of the last freeze, and ending on
October 28, the average date of the first freeze. Sunshine, rela-
tive humidity, and wind records are not available for Clovis. The
following information is taken fromrecords at stations in that gen-
eral area and are considered applicable to Clovis: the sun normally
shines between 70 per cent and 80 per cent of the possible hours,
with winter months usually clear and sunny; relative humidities
range from about 70 per cent in early morning to about 40 per cent
in late afternoon and are usually much lower during periods of high
or low temperatures, thereby making such extremes less uncom-
fortahle; wind velocities average about 12 miles per hour, with the
prevailing direction being southerly and southwesterly. Late winter
and spring are the windiest seasons, with occasional gusts ranging
from 30 to 40 miles per hour, bringing considerable dust for
several hours,

Although weather records began in Clovis in June 1911, only
the years 1931 through 1960 are included in this summary. (See
Station History at left.) The roof exposures in effect from Sep-
tember 1944 to February 1951 probably resulted in minimum tem-
perature readings slightly higher than a ground exposure would
have given. Extreme values are published for the 30-year period,
but the following extremes were noted in earlier records:

(Continued Under Precipitation Table)
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