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LATITUDE: 32°16'N
LONGITUDE: 1070 45' W CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY STATION: DEMING
ELEV. (GROUND): 4331 Ft, NEW MEXICO
MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD: 1930 - 1960
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CLIMATE OF DEMING, NEW MEXICO

The city of Deming, county seat of Luna County, is located near
the center of the county in southwestern New Mexico and is the hub
both of extensive ranch country and of an irrigated area where
cotton, truck, feed, and other crops are grown. Deming is situated
on a rolling, sandy plain, extending east, south, and westward with
little interruption except for the Florida mountains, a small group
about 12 miles south-southeast, To the west the terrain rises
gradually to the Continental Divide some 30 miles away but only a
few hundred feet higher. About 15 miles to the north and northwest
are the foothills of the Black and the Mimbres mountains. The plains
country is covered with natural grasses and sagebrush, except where
farming is carried on under irrigation.

Although rainfall records began in the Deming area in 1869 and
temperature records in 1905, this summary covers only the most
recent 30 years of complete record. The record for 1943 was not
used in obtaining means, as it is incomplete; but it was used in ob-
taining temperature extremes.

With an average annual rainfall of less than nine inches, Deming's
climate isclassified as "arid continental.' July through September
are the "rainy' months: normally, during this period 52 per cent
of the year's rain falls, practically all of it during brief but occa-
sionally heavy showers and thunderstorms. Prolonged rainy periods
are practically unknown. Fall, winter, and spring are normally
dry; an average of only one or twodays a month get as much as one-
tenth inch of rain. There is some snow in the winter, but it ordi-
narily melts nearly asfast as it fallsor--at the most--lies for only
a few hours,

Summers are characterized by moderately warm days., Maxima
are usually in the 90s, at times rising to 100° or higher. The ele-
vation, the prevalence of clear skies--especially at night--and the
dry desert air cause rapid radiation after sundown, so that most
nights are comfortably cool. Maximum temperatures usually av-

erage highest during June. In July and August frequent afternoon
thundershowers tend to hold down daytime temperatures. Winters
are mild and sunny. Daytime temperatures during the coldest
months average well up in the 50s; and, although minima usually
drop below freezing, only three times in 50 years have below-zero
readings been recorded.

The average date of the last spring freeze is April 2; the average
date for the first temperature of 32° or lower in the fall is Novem-
ber 2; therefore, the average growing season is 214 days--approxi-
mately seven months. Sunshine, relative humidity, and wind records
are not available for Deming. However, records for nearby loca-
tions apparently render the following information applicable to the
Deming area:

This city is located in a section of the United States noted for
abundance of sunshine: at Deming approximately 80 per cent of the
possible sunshine is experienced during the year. Winters are es-
pecially noted for their almost unbroken clear skies and sunny
weather. As may be expected in an arid climate, humidities are
low, ranging over the year from around 60 per cent during cool
morning hours to 30 per cent in late afternoons. During the spring
and early summer, afternoon humidities are considerably lower,
averaging 15per cent to 25 per cent and sometimes as low as 5 per
cent. Winds average around 10 miles perhour for the year, and the
prevailing direction is westerly. ILate winter and spring are the
windiest, with hourly averages rising to about 12 miles per hour.
Occasionally during these months moderate-to-strong winds bring
much blowing dust,

G. F. VON ESCHEN

State Climatologist

Weather Bureau Airport Station
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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