U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, WEATHER BUREAU

In Cooperation with the UNM Bureau of Business Research

AT 3 o 45 CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY STATION, LAS CRUCES

LONGITUDE: 106°45' W
ELEV. (GROUND): 3881 Ft.

NEW MEXICO

MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD: 1931 - 1960
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Jan, | 56.3|25.2(40.9| 78 | 1942 - 6 | 1948 750 | 0.47 0.86 1836 0.6 4.7(1947 (4.7 |1947 1 0 * 28 * 1 Jan,
Feb.| 62.2(27.7|44.9| 82 | 1957 7 | 1948 560 0.51 1.90 1656 0.5(10.4 |1956 9.0 | 1956 2 0 % 19 0] Feb
Mar.| 68.5|33.7|51. 1| 89 |1846 13 | 1839 430 0. 30 1.03 1958 0.2 2.7 |1944 2.7 1944 1 0 0 14 01 Mar
Apr.|T77.1|41.2159.3| 94 |1943 20 | 1948+ 200 0.17 0.62 1941 0 o -- 0 - ¢ 1 0 3 0! Apr
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*Less than one half.
**Base 65°F (estimated).
(a) Average length of record, years.

T Trace, an amount too small to measure.
+Also on earlier dates, months, or years.
é Partial year's record considered.

CLIMATE OF LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO

Las Cruces, county seat of Dona Ana County in south-central
New Mexico, is located in the Rio Grande valley about 25 miles
north of the Texas border. The wide, level valley runs northwest
to southeast in this area, with rolling desert land bordering the
valley to the southwest and west. About 12 miles to the east the
Organ mountains, with peaksabove 8,500 feet, form a rugged back-
ground for the city. The northwest portion of the valley narrows
and is bordered by low hills and buttes,

Las Cruces is the center of a verdant agricultural area, where
cotton, truck, and feed crops are grown under irrigation from
large reservoirs upstream or from water pumped from wells
throughout the valley. New Mexico State University (formerly the
College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts) is located on the edge
of the city.

This area has one of the longest weather records in New Mexico,
Early records, dating back to 1859, were made at Fort Fillmore
and later at Fort Selden. Since 1892 a very complete record has
beenmaintained at the university. The most recent 30 yearsof this
record were used in this summary.

The area has an arid continental climate characterized by low
rainfall, moderately warm summers, and mild and pleasant winters.
With approximately eight inches of precipitation a year, the area
is not conducive to the production of dry-land crops. However,
since more than half of this moisture normally falls during July,
August, and September, considerable forage grows on nearby
grazing lands. This summer moisture falls almost entirely in
brief but occasionally heavy thundershowers. Prolonged rains are
practically unknown. Measurable snow falls on the average of two
years out of three, but for a total of less than three inches in the
average year, This snow normally melts almost as it hits the
ground, so that there is rarely any accumulation. Heavy summer
showers may cause some flooding, The 6.49-inch rain falling in
a 24-hour period on August 29-30, 1935, was one of the heaviest

35

24-hour rainfalls recorded in New Mexico. At times hail accom-
panies summer thundershowers and may do considerable crop
damage. There is no record of a tornado ever having occurred in
the L.as Cruces area,

Summer temperatures are moderately warm: daytime readings
reach 90° or higher during an average 101 days a year. Since the
daily temperature range generally exceeds 30°, even midsummer
nights bring appreciable cooling. Winters are mild and sunny. In
the coldest month, daytime shade temperatures generally range
between 50° and 60°; and ononly 13days inthe 30 years summarized
has the temperature failed to rise above the freezing mark. Night-
time temperatures fall below freezing more than half thetime from
November through February, but only once in 30 years and twice
in 62 years has the temperature dropped below zero. Located in
the sunny Southwest, the area normally experiences from 75 per
cent to 80 per cent of the sunshine possible each day, and winters
are usually bright and clear. Humidities are characteristically
low, averaging slightly less than 50 per cent for the year and rang-
ing from about 60 per cent in early morning to less than 30 per cent
during warmer hours. Winds are usually light, probably averaging
around 10 miles per hour throughout the year. Late winter and
spring are windiest; occasionally, during this season moderately
strong winds result in some blowing dust. Evaporation froma free-
water surface, as recorded in a Class A evaporation pan, averages
about 90inches a year--or morethan 10 times the average rainfall,
L.as Cruceshas an average growing season of 201 days: from April
10, the average date of the last spring freeze, to October 28, the
averdge date of the first fall freeze.

G. F. VON ESCHEN

State Climatologist

Weather Bureau Airport Station
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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