U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, WEATHER BUREAU

In Cooperation with the UNM Bureau of Business Research

LATITUDE: 34° 46' N

LONGITUDE: 106° 45' W CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY STATION: LOS LUNAS

ELEV. (GROUND): 4840 Ft. NEW MEXICO

MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD: 1922 - 1960
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(@] 30| 30| 30| 30| -- 30 | -- 30 30 30 - 30| 30 | ~- 30 | -- | 303030 ] 30| 30| (2)

Jan. | 48.9| 16.2] 32.6| 71 | 1950 | - 9 | 1948+ 1000| 0.25 0.92 [1935 1.1]7.0 |1948 |4.0 |1925 | 1| 0| 1| 30| *| Jan

Feb.| 55.6| 21.6| 38.7| 75 | 19454| -10 | 1951 | 740| 0.26 0.77 |1940 0.7/3.5 |1048 |3.0 |1940 | 1| 0| = | 26 *| Feb.

Mar.| 63.0| 27.8| 45.4| 88 | 1950 4 | 1939+ 610| 0.38 1.15 [1929 0.8/7.5 1932 |4.0 |1932 ] 1| o * | 24| 0] Mar

Apr.|72.4|36.2|54,3| 94 | 1928 | 15| 1945+ 320| 0,39 1.11 1931 T! T |1957+| T |1957+} 1| *| 0 9| 0| Apr.

May | 81.5| 44.2| 62.6| 99 | 1951 | 24 | 1953 | 120| 0.58 1.40 1940 T 1.0 |1935 |[1.0 [1935 | 2 5| 0 1| o} May

June| 92.0| 53.7| 72.8| 103 | 1957 | 35| 1953. 0| 0.60 1.50 |1927 o, 0| -- 0| -- 2123 0 0| 0| June

July | 94.1| 60.3| 77.2| 106 | 1934 | 43| 19464 0| 1.08 1.20 [1927 o o | -- 0] -- 2|27 o 0| 0f July

Aug.| 90.9| 58.4| 74.7| 101 | 1938+] 42| 1953 0| 1.33 1.29 (1923 o] o | -- 0| -- 3l22| o 0| 0} Aug.

Sept.| 84.5| 49.3| 66.9| 98 | 1945 | 29| 1953 40| 0.85 1.36 |1955 o] 0| -- 0| -- 2] 7] 0 %/ 0 Sept

Oct. | 73.5|37.0| 55.4] 89 | 1956 | 18| 1956 | 300| 0.71 1.35 1957 of 0| -- 0] -- 2| o] o 10| 0| Oct

Nov.|59.1|23.4|41.3] 78 [ 1955+ 3| 1956+ 710| 0.35 1.12 119446 | 0.8|5.1 |1931 {5.0 [1822 | 1| o} * | 27/ o} Nov.

Dec.|48.8|17.9(33.1| 68 | 1054 | - 6| 1953 | 990| 0.37 0.80 :1926 1.3/8.0 |1932+/8.0 1926 | 1{ o} 1| 30| 1] Dec.

July Feb, June Dec. Dec,

Year| 72.0| 37.2] 54.6| 106 | 1034 | -10 | 1951 | 4830 7.15 1.50 {1927 | 4.7]/8.0 |1932+|8.0 | 1926 | 19|84 | 2 | 157 1|Year
* | ess than one half. T Trace, an amount too small to measure.
**Base 65°F (estimated). +Also on earlier dates, months, or years.
(a) Average length of record, years. ¢ Partial year's record considered.

CLIMATE OF LOS LUNAS, NEW MEXICO

Los Lunas, county seat of Valencia County, is located in the
eastern part of the county in the Rio Grande valley, which is sev-
eral miles wide in this area and runs in a general north-south
direction. Several miles to the east the Manzano mountains bor-
der the valley; to the west the terrain rises to a rolling, broken
mesa. Truck crops, fruit, and feed are raised in the valley under
irrigation from the Rio Grande.

Weather records were begun in the Los Lunas area in April 1889
and were continued until March 1941, Observations were resumed
in May 1944, but records were rather intermittent until 1950 when
fairly continuous readings were again begun. The complete years
of record beginning in 1922 were used to compile a full 30-year
record for this summary. Partial years of record within the period
were considered in determining extreme values.

With an annual average precipitation of lessthan eight inches, Los
Lunas has an arid continental climate. From November through
April the monthly precipitationranges from one-fourth inch to less
than one-half inch, and an average of only one day a month getsone-
tenth inch or more. Summer produces the most rainfall: 46 per
cent of the year's precipitation comes during the July-September
period. However, in August, the wettest month, there normally
are only three days with rainfall of one-tenth inch or more. Some
snow usually falls each winter; but individual storms seldom pro-
duce more than an inch or two of snow, which rarely lies on the
ground for more than a few hours. Occasionally, hail accompanies
the more active summer thundershowers, causing some damage to
farm crops.

Summers in Los Lunas are moderately warm. Maximum tem-
perature averages above 90° from June through August. Most
summers include a day or two when for a short time the high tem-
perature exceeds 100°. As a result of the normally dry air and
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the valley location, considerable cooling occurs at night, and min-
imum temperature readings in the low 60s are the rule in mid-
summer. Practically all summer rainfall is associated with brief
afternoon and evening thundershowers, which further alleviate the
heat. Winters are mild, dry, and sunny. The brilliant sunshine
during most of the winter months brings mild daytime temperatures,
averaging near 500 in the coldest month. On only about two days
each winter does the temperature fail to rise above the freezing
mark. Below-zero minima occur on an average of only once each
winter; however, minima ordinarily fall below freezing from late
October until early April..

Associated with the arid climate are much clear, sunny weather
and rather low relative humidities. The sun shines more than 75 per
cent of the daylight hours; and many months, especially in winter,
get 80 per cent to 90per cent of the possible sunshine. The relative
humidity averages somewhat less than 50 per cent for the year,
with readings below 20 per cent guite common during the warmer
part of the day in late winter and spring. Winds probably average
less than 10 miles per hour for the year, with late winter and spring
being somewhat windier. Only a few daysbring velocities exceeding
25 miles per hour, but occasionally such velocities result in some
blowing dust. The Los Lunas area enjoys a growing season of
approximately six months: the average date of the last freezing
temperature in the spring is April 21, and the first freeze in the
fall usually comes around October 19.

G. ¥. VON ESCHEN

State Climatologist

Weather Bureau Airport Station
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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