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In Cooperation with the UNM Bureau of Business Research

LATITUDE:  33° 45 CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY CATION.  RESERVE

LONGITUDE: 108° 47'W
ELEV. (GROUND): 5832 Ft.

NEW MEXICO

MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD: 1831 - 1960
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*Less than one half.
**Base 65° F (estimdted).
(a)Average length of record, years.

T Trace, an amount too small to measure.
+ Also on earlier dates, months, or years.
¢ Partial year's record considered.

CLIMATE OF RESERVE, NEW MEXICO

Reserve, county seat of Catron County in southwest New Mexico,
is located in west-central Catron about 20 miles from the Arizona
border, Situated in the rather narrow valley of the San Francisco
river, Reserve is surrounded by rough mountains: the San Fran-
cisco and the Saliz to the west and the southwest and the Tularosa
range, part of the Continental Divide, to the east. The San Fran-
ciscoriver, a tributary of the Gila, here runs north to south. Near-
by surrounding areas are generally wooded and, with their streams,
attract many sportsmen. The principal agricultural activity is
ranching, with some lumbering and mining being carried on in the
mountains,

Intermittent weather records were made in Reserve between 1906
and 1808. In 1916 precipitation records were begun at the Ranger
Station; in 1944 standardthermometers were added. This summary
incorporates the most recent 30 years of precipitation record (1931
through 1960) and 17 years of temperature record (1944 to 1960).,

Reserve has a mild, semiarid continental climate. The elevation,
of nearly 6, 000 feet, results in summers that are moderately cool
for a locality so far south, Only July has an average maximum
temperature above 90°, Normally, slightly more than 50 summer
days have highs of at least 90°, but in an average year only oneor
two days get readings as high as 100°, Marked cooling after sun-
downbrings cool summer nights. Even the midsummer temperature
drops to the low 50s during most nights, and once in a while it
barely misses the freezing point. Summer is the rainy season,
with frequent thundershowers from July through October producing
more than half the annual moisture. These showers are generally
brief; prolonged rainy periods are practically unknown.
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Although the mean temperature in January is only slightly above
freezing, winter days are usually quite mild, with shade tempera-
tures reaching the low 50s on most days. The strong nighttime
cooling experienced in this mountain valley makes winter nights
rather cold, with minima below freezing the general rule from
mid-October until early May. However, there are on an average
only three days a year when temperatures fall below the zero mark.
Part of the winter precipitation falls as snow, but it seldom lies on
the ground for more than a day or two. Generally, there is little
wind accompanying these winter snowstorms and little drifting of
snow in this area,

Sunshine, wind, and humidity records are not available for Re-
serve; but certain general information is applicable. Located in the
sunniest section of the country, this area probably receives some-
what less sunshine than the desert regions, but should have approx-
imately 70 per cent of the possible sunshine during the year. Rela-
tive humidity averages close to 55 per cent, ranging from about 75
per cent in the cooler hours to less than 30 per cent during spring
afternoons. Hot, humid weather does not normally occur in this
region. The protected location indicates generally light winds, and
tornadoes have never been reported in this section of New Mexico.
The growing season averages somewhat less than four months, be-
ginning with June 4, the average date of the last freezing tempera-
ture in the spring, and ending with September 29, the average date
for the first freeze in the fall.

G. F. VON ESCHEN

State Climatologist

Weather Bureau Airport Station
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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