U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, WEATHER BUREAU

In Cooperation with the UNM Bureau of Business Research

LATITUDE: 33°20'N

LONGITUDE: 1050 40' W CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY STATION: RUIDOSO

ELEV. (GROUND): 6755 Ft. NEW MEXICO

MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD: 1942 - 1860
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Mar. | 57.0| 22.4] 39.8/ 76 | 1946 | - 81948 780] 1.43| 1.49 |1955 | 8.2|30.9|1958 | 9.3 1952 ] 3| o x| 26/ *| Mar
Apr. | 66.1] 27.9 46.9) 84 | 1960 51949 540] 0.80} 1.29 |1942 | 8.2|23.4|1949 | 10.0 1842 | 2| o 0 23} O] Apr.
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Nov. | 57.7 20.0| 38.9) 74 | 1949 | -171957 7801 0.63] 1.23 fi951 | 4.1|18,4/1957 | 8.0 1957 | 2| 0| =*| 28] 1| Nov.
Dec. | 50.9 17.0{ 33.9 72 | 1950 | -24 {1953 960 1.41{ 1.39 1948 | 9.6|23.0/1042 | 10.0/ 1943 | 3} 0} 1| 28] 1| Dec.
June Feb. i June Mar. Jan,

Year| 66.5[ 30.3| 48.4| 97 | 1951 | -26|1951 6130] 21.25| 3.75 |1944 |43.7|30.9|1956 | 11.2| 1951+ 49| 8| 4 [201]| 5 |Year
*Less than one half. T Trace, an amount too small to measure.
**Base 65°F (estimated). +Also on earlier dates, months, or years.
(a) Average length of record, years. ¢ Partial year's record considered.

CLIMATE OF RU

Ruidoso lies in the mountain valley of the Rio Ruidoso, a small
mountain stream rising in the Sierra Blanca mountains. The sur-
rounding country is mountainous and wooded. To the west the
Sierra Blanca range rises to elevations well above 10,000 feet,
with Sierra Blanca Peak (at 12, 000 feet) the highest point in south-
eastern New Mexico. Eastward the rough, broken foothills slope
down to the Pecos river valley some 50 miles distant. Ruidoso is
primarily a resort city. The exceptionally mild summer climate,
combined with majestic mountain scenery, pine-covered hills, and
clear mountain streams, attracts thousands of vacationers, and
in winter the snow-covered slopes bring many winter-sports en-
thusiasts.

Ruidoso, with more than 20 inches of moisture a year, is sit-
uated in one of the more humid sections of New Mexico. Summers
are cool in this mountain valley. Daytime readings in midsummer
average in the low 80s, with a normal summer including only eight
days when the mercury reaches 90°. No official reading of 100°
has been recorded there. Summer nights are cool; the temperature
usually falls to the high 40s by early morning. Freezing tempera-
tures have been recorded inevery month except July. Summer also
produces much of the year's moisture, with 42 per cent of the annual
amount normally falling in July and August, practically all of it
occurring during brief afternoon and early-evening thundershowers.
During thesetwo months rains of one-tenth inch or more can be ex-
pected on about one day out of three.

Winter temperatures, with unusually large diurnal temperature
ranges, are moderate for this elevation. The daily temperature
range in January averages over 40°, and a rise of 50° or more
from the early morning low to the midafternoon high is not un-
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common. Daytime shade temperatures in midwinter average about
50°, and on only four days in the normal winter does the tempera-
ture fail togo above freezing. Temperatures fall rapidly after sun-
down, and freezing night temperatures are common from early Oc-
tober to mid-May. However, below-zero readings occur on an av-
erage of only five nights during the winter. Most winter precipitation
falls as snow, which averages more than 40 inches a winter. The
winter period, however, has fewer days with precipitation; and
snowfallis of one inch or more can be expected only on about one day
in 10, In spring, the driest season, rain or snow of any conse-
quence falls on an average of only two days a month.

This area has somewhat less sunshine than the nearby valley
regions and probably averages about 60 per cent of that possible
throughout the year. Winters are generally quite sunny. Mornings
during summer months are normally clear and bright, with shower
activity developing in the afternoons. Because of the mildtempera-
tures, relative humidity averages considerably higher than in the
lower desert regions; but hot, humid weather is unknown. Winds
are generally light, as the area is well protected by surrounding
mountains, The growing season is short--about 100 days, While
some fruit and gardens are grown in the valleys, most agriculture
in the area is confined to summer grazing of livestock on the ver-
dant mountain ranges.

G. F. VON ESCHEN

State Climatologist

Weather Bureau Airport Station
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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