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CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

STATION: SILVER CITY

ELEV. (GROUND): 5895 Ft. NEW MEXICO
MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD: 1912 - 1960
Temperature (°F) * Precipitation Totals (Inches) Mean number of days
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(a) Average length of record, years. ¢ Partial year's record considered.

CLIMATE OF SILVER CITY, NEW MEXICO

Silver City, the county seat of Grant County, is located in the
east-central part of the county on the southern slope of the Pinos
Altos mountains in southwestern New Mexico. The city lies just
east of the Continental Divide in a high mountain valley with tim-
bered mountains to the west, north, and east. Southward the
broken terrain slopes down to the desert plains of southwestern
New Mexico, The city is on the edge of the Gila Wilderness, a vast
areaofvirgin timber and mountain streams, attracting many sports-
men and tourists. A few miles east lies one of the largest open-
pit copper mines in the world, Western New Mexico University
is located here; and Fort Bayard, a large veterans' hospital, is
nearby.

Earlyprecipitation recordsbegan in April 1901 with a break from
1902 to 1911. Temperature records were made from May 1911
through 1922 and from July 1943 to date. In this summary the most
recent 30 years of precipitation data and the fulltemperature record
are used.

Silver City has a semiarid continental climate. Because of the
elevation, over a mile above sea level, summers are considerably
cooler than at lower continental stations at this latitude. As a
rule, midsummer maximum temperatures are in the 80s, with an
average of only 27 days each year when the hightemperature reaches
or exceeds 80°, Readings of 100° are very rare. Rapid cooling
after sundown, typical of higher mountainvalleys, gives Silver City
cool, pleasant summer nights. Winters are characterized by mod-
erately warm days, when shade temperatures during the warmest
part of the day are near 50°, Averages show only two days in a
normal winter when the temperature fails to go above the freezing
mark. Winter nights are generally cool, with freezingtemperatures
much of the time from early November through March. Readings
below zero, however, have been recorded on only 18 days in the 28
years of record.
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Annual precipitation averages slightly above 15 inches--almost
half of it falling in the July-September period. Practically all of
this summer moisture isassociated withbrief afternoonand evening
thundershowers and provides good grass in the surrounding area,
where cattle and sheep graze the mountain ranges. Spring and fall
are relatively dry. Only one or two days a month get as much as
one-tenth inch of moisture. Winter precipitationis somewhatheavi-
er, but only one day in 10 has one-tenth inch or more. Part of this
winter precipitation falls as snow, with an occasional valley storm
producing at least six inches. Snow usually melts rapidly because
of the predominantly sunny weather and mild temperatures, although
nearby mountains may remain snow covered most of the winter,

There are no relative-humidity, sunshine, or wind records avail-
able for Silver City; so only a general statement on these elements
is possible. Because of the lower temperatures, the relative hu-
midity is somewhat higher than in the lower desert regions and
probably averages near 55 per cent for the year, ranging from about
75 per cent in the cool early morning hours to 35 per cent during
the warmer part of the day and slightly lower during the drier spring
and fall months. The sun shines approximately 70 per cent of the
possible hours, ranging up to near 80 per cent in spring and fall.
The city is well protected and experiences only light winds most of
the time, but occasional velocities exceed 25 miles perhour in late
winter and spring months. The growing season is approximately
180 days long, beginning with the average date of the last freeze in
spring on April 27 and ending on October 24, the average date of
the first freezing temperature in the fall,

G. F. VON ESCHEN

State Climatologist

Weather Bureau Airport Station
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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