In Cooperation with the UNM Bureau of Business Research

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, WEATHER BUREAU

LATITUDE: 36° 25'N
LONGITUDE: 105° 37' W CLIMATOLOGlCAL SUMMARY STATION: TAOS
ELEV. (GROUND): 6965 Ft. NEW MEXICO
MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD: 1931 - 1960
Temperature (°F) * Precipitation Totals (Inches) Mean number of days
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*Less than one half.
**Base 65°F (estimated).
(a) Average length of record, years.

7 Trace, an amount too small to measure.
+ Also on earlier dates, months, or years.
¢ Partial year's record considered.

CLIMATE OF TAOS, NEW MEXICO

Taos is the county seat of Taos County and is located in the Rio
Grande valley in the north-central part of the State. The city stands
on a rolling mesa at the foot of the rugged and wooded Sangre de
Cristo mountains, which rise to peaks well above 10, 000 feet and
form the eastern border of the valley, protecting the city from
much of the cold arctic air which occasionally invades the eastern
plains area of the State in winter. The rolling mesa extends west-
ward to the Rio Grande about 10 miles away. Across the river the
mesa continues several miles to the Conejos mountain range. The
city is convenient to a large mountain area attracting many sum-
mer sportsmen, vacationers, and tourists, and many winter sports
enthusiasts. Ancient Indian pueblos nearby and the majestic moun-
tain scenery draw numerous artists to the city. Ranching is the
principal agricultural activity in the area; also, some small grains
and feed crops are grown.

Weather records began in Taos in March 1889; and, except for
a break from March 1896 to November 1901, they have been con-
tinuous since then. Only the most recent 30 years of record have
been summarized in this publication.

Taos has a semiarid continental climate, Summers at this ele-
vation are cool. Daytime readings during the warmest month av-
erage in the 80s, and no more than 19 days in an average summer
have readings above 90°. No official reading of 100° has been re-
corded in Taos in the last 60 years. Summer nights are cool, for
the temperature normally drops below 50° even in midsummer,
and freezing temperatures have been recorded in every month ex-
cept July and August. Brief summer thundershowers, normally
occurring in the afternoon or early evening, account for almost
half of the yearly precipitation. Severe storms are unlikely. Oc-
casionally, some light hail falls, but tornadoes have never been
reported from this area.
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Winters are moderately cold, although the prevalent winter sun-
shine results in considerable daytime warming. In an average
winter only 10 days are so cold that the temperature fails to go
above the freezing mark some time during the day. Winter nights
are quite cold, the low reading averaging near 102 in midwinter.
Freezing temperatures can be expected at night from mid-October
until late April, and there are normally 11 winter days when the
minimum reading drops to zero or below. Winter is the driest
season: normally, there are only two or three days a month when
a tenth of an inch or more of moisture falls. Much of this winter
moisture comes as snow, which seldom lies on the ground for more
than a few days. Most winter storms deposit less than six inches
in the valley, although deep snow in the mountains is normal.

Wind, relative-humidity, and sunshine records are not available
for Taos. Winds probably average around 10 miles per hour for
the year, with somewhat higher averages in late winter and spring.
Most of the stronger winds blow from a westerly direction. Rela-
tive humidity is somewhat higher than at lower elevations because
of the cool temperatures, but during the drier periods of the year
it ranges from about 75 per cent in the cool morning hours to about
30 per cent in the afternoons. Hot, humid weather is unknown at
this elevation. Sunshine can be expected about 70 per cent of the
possible hours throughout the year. The growing season averages
141 days--from May 16, the average date of the last spring freeze,
to October 4, the average date of the first temperature of 32° in
the fall.

G. F. VON ESCHEN

State Climatologist

Weather Bureau Airport Station
Albuguerque, New Mexico
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