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THE CLIMATE OF SCARSDALE, NEW YORK

Scarsdale is located in extreme
southeastern New York State and in the
southern portion of Westchester County.
The Hudson River estuary is about five
miles west of the city and Long Island
Sound about seven miles to the south-
east. Being slightly over 15 miles
from Times Square it is a popular resi-
dential and suburban community of the
metropolitan New York City area.

The topography is mostly flat with
occasional small ridges and a gradual
decrease in elevation toward Long Island
Sound. Low lying hills or ridges with
elevations of about 500 feet occur with-
in about 10 miles to the north and east
of the city, while hills near 1000 feet
elevation are found some distance beyond
in central Westchester County and south-
western Connecticut. Variations in
topography and elevation have little
significant effect on the climate, es-
pecially in comparison with other
influences.

Scarsdale has a climate of the
humid continental type. Although near
the ocean, the weather and climate is
predominantly influenced by air flow
and weather systems coming from the
continental land mass to the west. How-
ever, the maritime influence of Long
Island Sound and the Atlantic Ocean is
of considerable importance. This in-
fluence moderates otherwise cold winter
temperatures, lengthens the freeze-free
season and results in the occurrence of
the sea breeze which moderates summer
afternoon temperatures. A fairly uni-
form distribution of precipitation dur-
ing the year is another expression of
the maritime influence. Scarsdale's
climate is significantly affected by
man's activities because of the high
population density. These activities
tend to warm the climate, alter the
properties of the atmosphere, at least
in lower levels, and affect the hydrolic
cycle to some degree,

General climatic features include
short, but moderately cold, winters and
rather warm summer seasons., The mari-
time influence produces frequent periods
of high humidity.

Maximum precipitation occurs during
the spring and summer months, while

minimum amounts normally fall in the
winter. The weather is subject to
variety. The usual tendency is for
noticeable changes in temperature,
wind, humidity, cloudiness and other
weather elements within a day or two
and average conditions often vary
from one week to the next. However,
some weather situations may persist
on occasion for several days and up
to a week or more. Variations in
seasonal weather from year to year is
a characteristic of the climate.

Temperatures of 90° or higher
may range from 15 days or less in cool
summers up to more than 30 days in
abnormally warm summers. . Temperatures
of 100° or higher may be expected on
one or two days in an average of one
summer out of four. A combination of
uncomfortably high temperature and
humidity is likely for one or more
periods of several days each during
the summer and early fall seasons.

Winter temperatures on the average
remain above 0° in about one season out
of three. On the other hand, tempera-
tures of 0° or colder have been recorded
on as many as 12 days per winter. Read-
ings as cold as 10° below zero are very
rare. Below zero temperatures may be
expected from late December through
February. In the great majority of win-
ters the coldest temperature in southern
Westchester County will range between
plus 5° and minus 5°.

The freeze-free season has an aver-
age length of 180 days, lasting from
about April 20 to October 20. A tempera-
ture of 32° or lower in the spring may
occur later than April 30 and earlier in
the fall than October 5. Hard freezes
(28° or colder) are seldom recorded
later than April 20 or before October 10
in the autumn.

Annual precipitation may range from
as little as 30 inches up to more than
58 inches at Scarsdale, but in the ma-
jority of years the total can be expected
to range between 40 and 53 inches. Dur-
ing the warmer months of May through
October the total precipitation averages
close to 25 inches or somewhat more than
50 percent of the average annual quota.
(Continued on page L)
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