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CLIMATE OF GOLDSBORO,

GOLDSBORO, the county seat of Wayne County,
center of the North Carolina Coastal Plain,
section of the State which lies between the Atlantic Ocean and
the rolling Pledmont Plateau, The area around Goldsboro is
nearly level; the clevation of most of Wayne County lies between
75 and 150 feet above menn sea level. The elevativn of the
weather station is 107 feet, and variations of ground level
within the city are very slight.

is located near the
that broad, leve!

Mild winters and warm swmmers are chavacteristic of the CGolds~
boro area. FEasterly to southerly winds bring a modifying mavi-
time influence to the climate, while the Appalachian Mountains
provide some protection from the severity of west and novth-
west winds in winter. Temperatures as low &8s ten degrues are
exceedingly rare, and there is no record of the occurrence of

& temperature &s low as zero., On the average, freezing weather
oc¢urs on less than half the winter days, and entire winter
months have passed without the occurrence of freezing weather.
The aversge length of freeze-free growing season in Goldsboro
is about 225 days, lasting from late March until early November.
The average date of last occurrence in Spring of a 28 degree
temperature i{s March 17; of 24 degrees, February 27; of 16 de-
grees, January 27, The averape date of first oceurrence in
autumn of 28 degrees is Hovember 15; of 24 degrees, November
30; of 16 degrees, December 27.

Temperatures as high as elghty degrees have been recorded in
every month of the year, but in the hottest weather the mercury
never exceeds 100 by wore than a few degrees. Temperatures as
high ag 100 have occurred in every month from May through Sep-
tember, but inm mild years antire summers have passed without

any 100 degree raadings. July and August are the hottesat wonths
of the year; even {n these months the average temperature at
sunrise is below 70 degrees. '

Rainfall is wvsually plentiful at Goldsboro, and well distributed
throughout the year. The variation in average vainfall frow
season to season corresponds very clesely with water require-
ments; in summer, when high temperatures cause incressed evapo-
ration, and when plants, animals and industry make the heaviest
demand on the water supply, rainfall is normally the heaviest;
winter precipitation is usuwally considerably lighter. The driest
month of all, however, is wsually October, when fair weather and

NORTH CARCLINA

1ittls vainfall are favorable to the harvest season, The average
October vainfall is considerably less than half that of July, end
only a litcle more than half thet of August.

Winter rainfall usually results from moving low pressure storms, snd
comes in intermittent reiny periods lasting from one te three days.
Sammer vains, on the ocher hand, usually come from brief showers and
thunderstorms, generally of not wore than a few hours duration. Since
thundershowere are often quite local in character, limited areas may
go fov several days without rain in spring or sumser; prolonged or
severe drought, however, is very rare. An gccasional period of ex~
cessive rvainfall may result from a series of closely-spaced thunder-
showers, or from & storm moving northward in the coastal sres.

Some snow falls in Goldsboro during wmost winters, but it is usually
very light, often welting as it falls. Ho month receives an sverage
of more than an inch and & half of snow per winter. Heavy snowfslls
have occurred, but they are & rarity. Only very infrequently does
any appreciable amount of anow stay on the ground more thsn a few
days .,

Tropical stonns passing up the Atlantic Coast occasionally come close
enough to cause rainy, windy periods as far inland as Goldsboro, but
slmost pever reach destructive force. Hurricsme Hazel {s the only
such storm in xecent years to cause appreciable damage in the Golds-
boro area. The highest winds in this secticn ave wore likely to come
from tRunderstorms; such winds are very local and of brief duration.
Surface wind directions are variable at all seasons, bur the prevaile
ing winds are from the scuthwest, with northeasterly winds running a
close second in autumn. The avetage surface wind speed is about
eight miles per hour,

Protracted periods of heavily cloudy weather are rare in the Goldsboro
area; the sun shines, on an average, nearly two thirds of the daylight
kours, The average velatlve humidity {s around 85 percent at sunrise,
dropping off to near {ifty percent at midafternoon.

ALBERT V. HARDY
State Climatologist

CHARLES B. CARNRY
Meteorologist in Charge

Weather Bureau Airport Station
Raleigh-Durham Airport
North Carolina
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September, 1912.

but it is believed that all locations were within a few blc- 3

is not precisely koown,
center of Goldsbore.
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