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WAYNESVILLE is the County Seat of Haywood County, an irregularly
rectangular county whose northwestern boundary borders on Ten-
nessee in the northern portion of the Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park. To the south of Waynesville a part of the Pisgah
National Forest extends into Haywood County; west of Waynesville
the famed Maggie Valley stretches westward toward the Cherokee
Indian Reservation. The Pigeon River winds centrally through
Haywood County along its long axis, draining northwestward into
the French Broad River in Tennessee. Waynesville, Maggie Valley,
and other populated areas of central Haywood County lie princi-
pally on the network of broad valleys along mountain streams
which are a part of the Pigeon River system. Most of these areas
are at elevations between 2500 and 3200 feet above mean sea level,
The city of Waynesville is mostly between 2600 and 2900 feet,

The mountains which extend into the county from the National Parks
and Forests which surround it are much higher; there are several
peaks within Haywood County reaching above 6000 feet. These high-
er peaks are cold in winter, and some are being developed as ski
slopes. On the other hand, the mountain barriers tend in part

to protect Waynesville and its neighboring valley areas from sud-
den outbreaks of cold air moving southward out of Canada across
the Great Plains in winter. The lowest temperatures which occur
at Waynesville take place in the quiet air which settles into the
valleys after the wind has died down following a cold turn. Thus
the coldest weather is usually clear and quiet, and of relatively
short duration.

The wide range in elevation over Haywood County contributes to a
significant range of climate. The data tabulated in this summary
are from observations at the North Carolina Research Station, at
an elevation of 2658 feet, for the period beginning 1944. Older
records are from instruments at several locations, some of which
may have been as much as 100 feet higher. Numerical weather data
included in this discussion will refer to elevations within the
range of 2500 to 3000 feet unless otherwise specified; they are
not necessarily applicable to higher elevations.

The average length of freeze-free growing season at Waynesville
is about 175 days. The average date of last occurrence in spring
of a temperature as low as 32°0F is April 20; of 28°F, April 10;
of 24°F, March 25; of 20°F, March 10; of 16°F, February 28. The
average date of first occurrence in fall of 329F is October 12;
of 28"F, October 25; of 24°F, November 5; of 20°F, November 18;
of 16°F, December 1. A zero reading occurs, on the average, only
two or three times in a winter; such a low temperature is very
rare before mid-December and after the end of February.

+ Also on earlier dates, months, or years.
Less than one half.

Columns headed 30 years are official normals, based
on period 1931 - 1960,

CLIMATE OF WAYNESVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA

Summers are mild at Waynesville. During an average year 90 degree
weather occurs on only one or two days in each of the summer months.,
At some time during the long period of record a temperature as high
as 90 has been recorded in every month from May through October; on
the other hand, periods of several consecutive years have passed
without any weather that warm at any time.

Precipitation at Waynesville is, on the average, exceptionally well
distributed throughout the year. The driest months are in the fall
when crop growth is complete and good harvest weather is more need-
ed than rainfall. The greatest average monthly precipitation comes
in the winter when the soils are being recharged for the next grow-
ing season, and in the mid-summer months of July and August when
the use of water is greatest for agriculture, industry and personal
needs. There is some snow every winter, but in a typical year less
than one tenth of the winter precipitation falls as snow. At high-
er elevations on the mountain peaks and upper slopes there is a much
greater proportion of snow.

The direction of the prevailing winds at Waynesville is from the
southwest. Wind speeds average about eight or nine miles per hour.
Both the direction and speed are affected by topography, and may
vary from place to place within the genmeral area. The strongest
winds at Waynesville are usually those that accompany summer thun-
dershowers; the surrounding mountain barriers diminish the strength
of winter storms, and tropical storms affecting coastal North Caro-
lina rarely cause high winds this far inland.

The sun shines approximately half the daylight hours in Waynesville,
with the most sunshine in late spring and early summer, and the
least in winter. The autumn season also usually brings a great
deal of fine outdoor weather.

Average around-the-clock relative humidity is about 70 percent,
being somewhat lower during most of the daylight hours and a lit-
tle higher at night. At the warmest part of the afternoon the av-
erage is around 50 to 55 percent. There is also a slight seasonal
variation, with the highest humidities occurring in the late sum-
mer and the lowest in spring.

CHARLES B, CARNEY ALBERT V, HARDY
State User Service Representative State Climatologist

Prepared at
North Carolina State University at Raleigh
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