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BASE 65° F *Also on earlier dates, months, or years
Put-In-Bay (Ottawa County) is located on South Bass Island in Lake Erie and north June 21 and December 22. The highest temperature during the year is equal to or
central Ohio. Terrain within Ottawa County is relatively flat. Withinthe county, the greater than 90°F in 9 of 10 years, 94°F in 5 of 10 years, and 99°¥ in 1 of 10 years.
elevation of the earth's surface above mean sea level varies from about 572 to 680 Lowest temperature during the year is equal to or less than 7°F in 9 of 10 years, 0°F
feet. Following the glacial period all of Ottawa County was covered by the waters of in 5 of 10 years, and -9°F in 1 of 10 years.,
old Lake Maumee. With Artificial drainage, the lands of the old lake bottom have
become well suited for general farming. Fruit growing is especially prominent near Heating degree days (mean degree days) as shown in the above table are a measure of
the Lake Erie and Sandusky Bay shoreline. the departure of the average daily temperature from 65°F. When the average daily
temperature is above 65°F, the degree day value for that day is zero. The dailytotals
The climate of Ottawa County is classified as continental. Such a climate is charac- are accumulated from July I through June 30. At any point during the year, the ac-
teristic of a land mass the size of North America and is marked by large annual, daily cumulated degree days can be used as an index of past temperature effect upon power
and day to day ranges in temperature. The waters of Lake Erie and Sandusky Bay consumption and fuel consumption for heating of homes and businesses.
tend to lower daily high temperatures in summer and raise temperatures in winter
over most par tions of Ottawa County east of a Trowbridge-Oak Harbor line. Sunmers Taking the number of days between the last freezing temperature (32°F) of spring and
are moderately warm and humid in this paxrt of Ohio but extended hot spells of temper- the first freezing temperature in fall as the crop-growing season, this season aver-
atures in the 90s rarely last more than 2 days. Winters are reasonably cold and ages 208 days on South Bass Island. The growing season is longer than 224 days in
cloudy but the relatively warm waters of Lake Erie temper the air before it passes 10% of the years and shorter than 191 days in 10% of the years. The average length of
over South Bass Island. Because of this tempering effect subzero temperatures are the growing season decreases rapidly westward from Lake Erie being about 195 days
recorded in only 1 of 2 winters at Put-In-Bay. Weather changes occur every few days in the vicinity of Port Clinton but only 170 days at the Ottawa-Wood County line.
from the passing of cold or warm fronts and their associated centers of high and low
pressures. Generally, the relative humidity rises and falls inversely with the daily temperature
and is lowest in summer and highest in winter. For the year, relative humidity aver-
For the year, Ottawa County generally receives the least precipitationin Ohio while ages about 80% at 1 and 7 AM, 60% at 1 PM, and 70% at 7 PM. During summer after-
portions of Clinton (southwest) and Geauga (northeast) Counties receive the most. noons, the relative humidity is often in the 50-60% range. Cloudiness is greatest in
Put-In-Bay has an annual variation of precipitation different from other weather ob- winter and least in summer. This seasonal variation in cloudiness is most clearly
gservation sites within north central Ohio. These differences in precipitation amounts illustrated by the percentage of possible sunshine which is about 70% June through
between Put-In-Bay and other north central Ohio locations are greatest in spring. At August but less than 30% in December. Fog that reduces visibility to less than 1/4
that time, the mean daily temperature of the water surrounding South Bass Island is mile is most frequent during the cold half of the year. Damaging winds of 35 to 85
lower than the mean daily temperature of north central Ohio's "land" stations (Surface mph occur most often during spring and summer, Such storms are usually associated
temperature differences between Put-In-Bay and other north central Ohio locations with migrating thunderstorms.
are greatest during the afternoon, the normal time of maximum surface heating).
Such differences in surface temperatures affect the stability of the lower atmosphere. Evaporation is greatest during the warm months and is then most critical for agri-
in this case, the atability differences are related to the variation in precipitation be- culture, When evaporation greatly exceeds precipitation for prolonged periods, a
tween Put-In-Bay and other north central Ohio weather observation sites. Thunder- drought may occur. During the period 1929-1968, extended periods of moderate to
storms ocour on about 30 days each year., Most of these occur April through August, extreme drought in north central Chio, as determined from the Palmer Drought
Heavy raine of 1.8, 2.3, 2.7, 3.1, 3.4, and 3.7 inches in 24-hours can be expected Severity Index, have occurred during the 1930-1936, 1953, 1954, 1963, 1964, and 1965
to occur at least once in 2, 5,10, 25, 50, and 100 years respectively. Average annual growing seasons. The longest continuing period of moderate to extreme drought is
snowfall decreases eastward across Ottawa County being about 31 inches a few miles 35 months {November 1962-September 1965},
west of the shoreline and 23 inches over South Bass Island. As is typical of all of
Ohio, seasonal snowfall in Ottawa County is subject to wide variations {rom the annual The tornado, one of the most destructive of all atmospheric storms, is characterized
means. by a violently rotating column of air which is nearly always observable as a "funnel
cloud". It frequently leaves great destruction along a narrow path and is usually ac-
Put-In-Bay's normal average annual temperature is near the average for north central | companied by heavy rain and often by lightning and thunder. Since 1900, 2 tornadoes
Ohio. In8 of 10 years the average annual temperature is in the 49.2°F to 52.7°F have been reported in Ottawa County, During the period 1953-1968, Ohio averaged
range. The daily range in temperature is usually greatest in late summer and early about 10 tornadoes per year.
fall and least in winter. Annual extremes in temperature normally occur soon after . .
Marvin E. Miller
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