U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
WATIOMAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADRINISTRATICN
I CGCPERATION WITH SOUTHERN OKLAHOMA DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION
CLIMATOGRAPHY OF THE UNITED STATES NO. 20 - 34
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ELEV. (GROUND): 675 feet STATION: Durant, Oklahoma
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THE CLIMATE OF DURANT AND BRYAN COUNTY

Durant, the County Seat and largest town in Bryan
County is located on U.S. Highways 69,70 and 75 and State
Highways 48 and 78 in south-central Oklahoma. Oklahoma
City is located 147 miles northwest of Durant and Dallas
95 miles south~southwest. The County's rich black soil
continues to make Durant dependent primarily on its
surrounding farm lands. Nearby attractions include Lake
Texoma with its 95,000 acres of water and more than 1,000
miles of shoreline, Lake Texoma State Park which covers
2,600 acres and includes Texoma Lodge, individual cottages,
a golf course, a swimming pool, camp grounds, picnic areas,
lake excursions and other facilities for relaxation and
recreation. Fort Washita, which was one of a number of
forts in Indian Territory designed to protect the relocated
Five Civilized Tribes from the marauding bands of Plains
Indians, is located in Bryan County. Southeastern State
College, offering 4-year degree programs in Education and
Arts and Sciences, is located at Durant.

The climate of Bryan County is moist subhumid, which
means the normal yearly precipitation is in excess of that
needed for plant growth. The average annual precipitation
at Durant is slightly over 40 inches, nearly 70 percent of
which falls during the warm season from April through October.
The rainfall reaches a maximum in May, decreases through
the summer and increases to a secondary maximum in
September. Much of the rainfall stems from thunderstorms
which occur on 50 days of a normal year.

The average daily maximum temperature for the months
of Jine, July and August is 94 degrees; the average daily
minimum temperature for the same months is 69 degrees. There
are 15 days from June through September of a normal year on
which the daily maximum temperature is 100 degrees or higher.
Refrigerated-type air conditioning is recommended for maximum
indoor comfort and for traveling during the summer months.
The record maximum temperature at Durant is 118 degrees on
August 10, 1936.

The winters in Bryan County are usually mild although
there are infrequent cold spells. Approximately 50 percent
of the daily minimum temperatures are 32 degrees or less
from December through February, but freezing temperatures
continue throughout only 4 days of a normal year. The
temperature has dropped to zero or less on only 1 day in the
past 21 years at Durant. The record minimum temperature
of -6 degrees at Durant was observed on January 22, 1918
and on January 18, 1930,

The average yearly snowfall in Bryan County is between
3 and 4 inches with nearly 80 percent of it falling in Janwvary
and February. There are about 3 days of a normal year when
measurable snowfall occurs including 2 days with 1 inch or
more of snow. The record seasonal snowfall of 12.5 inches
at Durant occurred in 1963-1964.

W B FORMAT 5I70(FORMERLY 733-2)

The prevailing yearly wind direction in Bryan County is
south-southeast, but northerly winds prevail with about the
same frequency as southerly winds during the months of December
January, and February. The average monthly wind speed
varies from 10 m.p.h. in July, August, September, and
October to 14 m.p.h. in March and April.

The average monthly relative humidity at 6 a.m. varies
from 75 percent in March to 85 percent in May, June and
September; the average monthly relative humidity at 6 p.m.
varies from 45 percent in March, July and August to 60
percent in December. During an average year, 140 clear
days, 95 partly cloudy days and 130 cloudy days provide the
Bryan County area with nearly 70 percent of the year's total
possible sunshine.

The average number of days each year with VFr flight
weather is 325 at 6 a.m. and 345 at 6 p.m. The best flying
weather prevails in July and August and the worst in January
and February.

Severe storms have occurred in Bryan county during all
months of the year, but have occurred most frecuently during
the spring months. Since 1875, 23 tornadoes are known to
have struck in the County.

The average length of the growing season (freeze-free
period) in Bryan County is 223 days. The average date of
the last spring freeze is March 30 and the average date of
the first fall freeze is November 8., Freezing temperatures
have occurred as late as April 22 and as early as October 9.
The following table shows the probability (in percent) of
a temperature of 32°, 28° and 20° occurring after the given
spring date and before the given fall date:

Temperature 10% 25% 50% 75% 90%
Last Spring Freeze —
32° and below Apr.l16 Apr. 8 Mar.30 Mar.21l Mar.13
28° and below Mar.31 Mar.24 Mar.l5 Mar. 6 Feb.27
20° and below Mar.1ll Feb.26 Feb.12 Jan.29 Jan.l6
First Fall Freeze
32° and below Oct.24 Oct.31 Nov. 8 Nov.l5 Nov.22
28° and below Oct.30 Nov. 9 Nov.1l9 Nov.30 Dec, 9
20° and below Nov.23 Dec. 3 Dec.15 Jan. § -

~-The probability of a 20 less

than this percent.

freeze occurring each year is

Billy R. Curry

Climatologist for Oklahoma

National Weather Service

809 Post Office & Courthouse Building
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 731Q2
December 10, 1971
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