U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, WEATHER BUREAU

IN COOPERATION WITH ASILAND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

CLIMATOGRAPHY OF THE UNITED STATES NO. 20 — 35
LATITUDE A CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY stamion _ ASHLAND, OREGON
LONGITUDE 122° 43° W
=UEV. (GROUND) 1750 Ft.

MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD 1934-1963
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(a) | 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 | 30 |30 30 (30
Jan, {45.9 29,3 137.6 71 1935 -1 1950 853 2,66 2.20 1943 4.4 (25,8 1950 (12.0 1950 7 0 1 21 * Jan,
Feb, | 51.1 | 32.3141,7 69 1943 «1 1950 661 2.22 1,53 1947 2.7 |21.2 1949 (11.0 1949 6 0 * 15 * Feb.
Mar, | 56.1 | 33,51 44.8 81 1934 17 1955+ 617 2,04 1,50 1957 1.8 (12,3 1962 8.0 1962 6 0 0 14 0 Mar.
Apr, | 63.5 | 37.2 | 50.4 87 1936 21 1936 426 1.27 1,00 1948+ 0.4 4.0 1961+ 4.0 1961+ 5 0 0 6 0 Apr.
May 70.0[42.6]56.3 95 1963 25 1954 267 1.73 1.16 1956 0.0 0.0 0.0 6 * 4] 1 ] May
June | 76.8 | 47.4 | 62,1 | 103 1560 29 1952 114 1.08 1.25 1937 0.0 0.0 0.0 3 3 0 * 0 June
July { 85.8 | 50.4 | 68.1 | 105 1846 38 1955 22 0.34 1.02 1958+! 0.0 0.0 0.0 1 10 4] * 0 July
Aug. | 83.7 157.1]67.4] 101 1944 37 1960 22 0.30 0.74 1948 0,0 0.0 0.0 1 8 0 0 0 Aug.
Sep. | 78,8 | 46,7 | 62.8 | 101 1944 27 1950 102 0.79 1.22 1954 0,0 0.0 0.0 2 4 0 * 0 |Sep.
Oct, | 63.2 | 40,2 | 51.7 94 1945 20 1949 415 2,04 2.61 1962 0.1 1.0 1935 1.0 1935 S * 0 4 0 Oct.
Nov. | 53.0 | 34,1} 43.6 79 1962 15 1982 636 2,63 2.81 1846 0.5 4.7 1961 6,8 1955 7 0 * 14 0 Nov,
Dec, [ 46.3 | 31.2 | 38.8 68 1941+ 1 1932 809 2.88 2,24 1962 1.7 9.5 1941 9.5 1941 7 0 1 19 0 Dec.
July qsn. Nov, Jan. Jan.
Year|ga.s | 40.2 |52.1 | 105 | 1046 | -1 | 1886 |4oas | 19.98 | 2.81 | 1946 [11.6 |25.8 | 1950 [12,0 | 1950 |56 | 25 | 2 |94 |+ |Year

(a) Average length of record, years. + Also on earlier dates, months, or years.
T Trace, an amount too small to measure. * Less than one half.

*% Base 65°F
CLIMATE OF ASHLAND, ORE(ON

shland, located in central Bear Creek Valley at its juncture with Ashland Creek, occupies the western half of the valley floor and extends
up the rolling hills that form the western valley walls, About five miles to the northwest this valley opens up into the much larger one of
the Rogue River, while approximately the same distance to the southeast it is terminated by the sharply rising foothills of the Siskiyou
Mountains, which surround this inmediate area on all sides except the northwest. These mountains approach the city most closely on the south,
where their crest ridge is only five to six miles from the downtown area, and are gemerally between 5,000 and 5,500 feet in elevation with
occasional peaks extending another 2,000 to 2,500 feet higher. Most of the city proper lies within an elevation of 1,700 to 2,100 feet.

The Pacific Ocean is approximately 75 miles to the west and is separated from this area by the Coast Range, a rough, heavily timbered and
fairly broad chain of mountains that extend the full length of the Oregon coast. In this particular area their ridge is between 3,000 and
4,000 feet sbove sea level and cut by the very rugged gorge of the Rogue River,

These mountains act as an important buffer to both the severe storms moving in from the ocean to the west and the more extreme temperatures
that characterize the continental climate to the southeast, They also afford a rain shadow that results in an average annual precipitation
total of only 19,98 inches of which 72% falls during the six months October to March, The scanty summer moisture is largely a product of
thunderstorms that form over the Siskiyou Mountains and occasionally extend out over the valley, These are sometimes accompanied by strong
winds and fairly heavy hail but such occurrences are infrequent, usually restricted to small local areas, and are of only brief duration.
Snowfall in the valley is generally light with an occasional entire season in which none occurs., Depths rarely exceed 3 or 4 inches and are
usually gone in a matter of hours, or at most within a few days. In contrast, very heavy falls occur in the mountains with depths of several
feet not uncommon at higher elevations, This heavy mountain snowpack serves as a vast reservoir of water available for the extensive crop
irrigation practiced here to conpensate for the meager summer rainfall.

Year around temperatures are generally mild with only an annual average range of 32° between the mean temperature for January, the coldest
month; and July, the warmest. Few important extremes are experienced. In the more than 65 years temperature records have been kept, a mini-
mum below zero and a maximum above 105° have each only been recorded once, On the reverse side, the annual highest and lowest temperatures
have been presented graphically in more detail. On the average, freezing temperatures do not occur between May 1 and October 17 for a normal
growing season of 169 days., In the tables below are shown the statistical likelihood of temperatures of 32°, 28°, and 24° occurring after
determined dates in the spring and before determined dates in the fall,

STATISTICAL LIKELIHOOD (IN PER CENT) THAT TEMPERATURES OF STATISTICAL LIKELIHOOD (IN PER CENT) THAT TEMPERATURES OF
. 32°, 28°, AND 24° WILL OCCUR IN SPRING AFTER DATES INDICATED 32°, 28°, AND 24° WILL OCCUR IN FALL BEFORE DATES INDICATED
Tempt. 90% 80% 70% 60% 50% 40% 30% 20% 10% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%
32° 4/13  4/20 4/25 4/30 5/4 5/8 5/13 5/18 5/25 9/26 10/2  10/7 10/10 10/14 10/18 10/21 10/26 11/1
28°  3/5 3/16 3/23  3/30 4/5 4/11  4/18  4/25 5/6 10/3 10/12 10/17 10/22 10/27 11/1 11/6 11/11 11/1%
24° 1/29 2/10 2/20 2/28 3/7 3/15  3/23  3/31  4/18 10/28 11/6 11/12 11/17 11/23 11/28 12/4 12/13 -*

% Oven 10% OF THE YEARS A TEMPCRATURE AS LOW AS 24° WILL ROT OCCUR IN THE FALL; THEREFORE, THERE 15 RO DATE WITH 90 LIKELINOOD OF OCCURRENCE.

Sunshine is generally abundant during the late spring, summer, and early fall months giving way in the late fall, winter, and early spring to
considerable cloudiness, Early morning fog will occur fairly often during the three months of November, December, and January, and occasione
ally in October and February, It is very rarely observed in the remaining seven months of the year. GCood air drainage to the west material-
ly lessens the frequency of fog within the city limits and on the surrounding slopes east and south,

“he fairly long growing season, warm but not extreme summer temperatures, and generally adequate water for irrigation makes it one of the
richest farm areas for its size in Oregon. Combined returns from pears, peaches, apricets, sweet cherries, apples, and prunes in the fruit
line and from poultry, dairy products, beef cattle, walnuts, hay, and vegetable crops, grain, specialty grass seed, and miscellaneous crops
amount to several million dollars annually. Its climate is also an important asset to the recreational opporutnities of this area, The
Rogue River, supported in the summer months by the mountain snow pack, is a nationally famous trout, salmen, and steelhead fishing stream.
In winter, the same snow pack provides some of the State's best skiing, Precipitation is plentiful for rapid growth of dense forests on
both the Siskiyou and Coast ranges where billions of board feet of lumber are harvested annually,

Gilbert L, Sternes, State Climatologist

Weather Bureau Office, Portland, Oregon
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