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(a) | 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30
Jan.| 39.70 20,0{ 29.9 63 1863 =23 1957 1088 1.79 1.57 1966 13,2] 56.5| 1950 16,0 1955 5 0 6 27 2 | Jan,
Feb.| 45,1} 23,9} 34.5 66 1965+ =13 1960 854 1.10 1,56 1956 5.71 19,2| 1959 12,0 1953 3 0 2 24 1 Feb.
Mar,| 50.0f 25.0] 37.5 78 1939+ =6 1960 853 .79 0,69 1939 4,1] 19.5| 1960 9,2 1960 3 [4] ® 26 ¥ | Mar,
Apr.| 58,7 29.1f 43.9 84 1947+ 9 1936 633 .61 0.80 1937 1.0] 10,0| 1955 4,2| 1963 2 0 0 20 0 | Apr,
May | 65.37 34.5] 49.9 91 1954 13 1965 461 1,03 1,65 1956 0.3 3.0] 1943 3.0 1943 3 0 0 13 0 | May
June| 71.9} 39.6{ 55.8 99 1937 23 1955+ 279 1.14 1,74 1950 T T T 3 1 4] 5 0 | June
July| 82.0f 44.0] 63,0 104 1939 27 1955 95 47 1,15 1940 0.0 0.0 0.0 1 6 0 1 0 | July
Aug.| B80,0] 42.8] 61.4 96 1961 27 1965+ 136 .45 1,62 1950 0,0 0.0 0.0 1 3 0 2 0 | Aug.
Sep.| 74,0] 37.6] 55.8 98 1955 18 1965+ 27% .41 0.80 1948 T 1.0] 1948 1,0 1948 1 1 0 7 0 | Sep.
Oct.| 63.2| 31,7] 47.5 89 1958+ 10 1946 542 .91 2,72 1950 0.1 1,0{ 1949 1.0 1949 2 0 * 17 0 | Oct,
Nov.| 49,8| 26.6] 38,2 77 1949 | -14 1855 804 1.46 2,64 1960 3.2| 18.,5] 1955 7.8 1961 4 0 1 22 * | Nov,
Dec.| 42.9| 24.0} 33.5 66 1939+ «8 1961 977 1.89 2,48 1964 8,2| 31,0} 1955 8,01 1955 5 0 3 26 * Dec,
July Jan, Oct, Jan, Jan,
Year| 60.2] 31,6] 45.9! 104 1939 =23 1957 7021 12,08 2,72 1950 35,8{ 56,5| 1950 16,0 1955 33 11 12 | 190 3 {Year
(a) Average length of record, years. + Also on earlier dates, months, or years.

T Trace, an amount too small to measure.
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Base 65°F

* Less than one half.

CLIMATE OF BEND, OREGON

Bend lies along the western border of central Oregon's high plateau
area very near the geographic center of the State. The foothills
of the Cascade Range begin immediately west of the city and terrace
upward to a crest ridge of generally between 5,000 and 6,000 feet
elevation about twenty airline miles away, A number of peaks

tower several thousand feet higher. The rolling plateau extends
southward and eastward from Bend to respectively the California

and Idaho borders, broken only occasionally by hills or chains of
comparatively low mountains, The plateau to the north is cut by

a number of canyons or narrow valleys of drainage streams flowing
into the Columbia., Bend has primarily the continental climate

of the Great Basin along whose western edge it lies. Its proxe
imity to the mountains materially moderates the more extreme
temperatures of summer,

Precipitation is generally light since most storms move from the
west, with a large percent of their moisture intercepted by the
Cascade Mountains, During the late spring, summer and early fall
a number of thunderstorms occur., Most of the precipitation of that
period is associated with these, However, seldom is either the
rainfall, or the hail that occasionally accompanies these dis-
turbances, heavy enough to cause significant damage. On an
average, there is less than one day a year with rainfall of an
inch or more, Slightly more than 50% of the annual total precip-
itation falls in the four months of November through February,
most of which is in the form of snow, whose annual total is
approximately thirty-five inches., This is generally the result
of a number of light stoxms rather than any considerable depth

at one time, This is well demonstrated by the fact that 24-hour
falls of 2.5 inches or more occur only about five times a year,
those of 4,0 inches or more only twice a year, and those of over
6.0 inches only once in several years. Snow rarely accumulates
to more than a few inches in depth, or lies on the ground for

any extended period. For the information of interests concerned
with short period precipitation intensities, a table of maximum
rainfall for specific time intervals as determined by an auto-
matic recording rain gage has been included in a table on the
reverse side,

Moderate days and cool nights generally characterize Bend's tempera-
tures the year around, While there is an average of eleven days a
year with temperatures above 90°, there is less than one when 100°

is reached., About half the nights have minimums down to freezing or
lower; and even in July, the warmest month, at least one minimum that
low can be expected, However, those of zero or lower are likely only
three days a year, Temperatures during the warmer part of most winter
days rise well above freezing as exemplified by the average daily
maximum of 40° in January, the coldest month. In common with the
rest of the Great Basin, relative humidities are comparatively low
throughout the year, Daytime humidities in January will average
between 65% and 75%; and in the summer, between 30% and 40%.

Bend is located at the southern extremity of the Deschutes Irrigation
Project, which embraces several thousand acres of reclaimed agricultural
land. Due to the low nightly minimum temperatures, likely in any month,
only the more hardy crops are grown extensively in the surrounding area,
From the valley land to the east and the northeast come the well-known
Deschutes potatoes, Other crops of importance include a considerable
acreage of alfalfa, grain, clover, and specialty grass seed crops,

The raising of beef cattle, and dairying, are also a major source of
agricultural income. Large quantities of timber are cut on the nearby
Cascades, and local mills saw many thousands of feet of lumber daily.

No small part of Bend's natural resources is its recreational opportuni-
ties. Its adjacent forests are among the most popular deer hunting
areas in the State, Large herds of antelope have been restored to the
sagebrush covered plateau to the southeast. The Deschutes River that
flows through the center of the town is one of the most famous trout

and steelhead streams in the Northwest. Surrounding mountains with a
wide variety of lakes offer numerous other recreational opportunities

to campers, picnickers, fishermen, hikers, and professional mountain
climbers.

Gilbert L. Sternes, State Climatologist
Environmental Science Services Administration
Portland, Oregon 97204
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