U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, WEATHER BUREAU
IN COOPERATION WITH NORTH BEND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
CLIMATOGRAPHY OF THE UNITED STATES NO. 20 — 35
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CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

staTion NORTH BEND, OREGON
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(a) |30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 (30 |30 |30 |30 5 5 5 5 5
Jan. |52.1 |37.8 [L5.0 | 79| 16 620 | 10.09 | 3.96 | 0.5 6.5 | 2.5 160 |0 | 6| o 89 82 8.6 |12.3 | SSE |Jan.
Feb. |54.3 |39.3 |L46.8 7L | 21 510 8.28 5.16 0:1 2:0: 1250 1| 0 0 L 0 92 79 76 =[810.3 SE | Feb.
Mar. |55.8 |[39.9 |L7.9 | 88| 23 530 | 7.19 | L.o2 0.1 2.0 | T ihlio 50 2 [0 el i 7.5 [10.7 | SE |Mar.
Apr. |57.8 |L2.1 [50.0 | 88| 20 Lso | L.29 | 2.10 1) 0.2 T 10{ 0 o |1 o] 9 71 6.6 |11.4 | SE |apr.
May |61.)4 |L5.9 |53.7 9L | 30 350 2.68 2.04 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 6| * 0 ® 0 g2 72 6.1 |12.L4 | NNW |May
June |64.5 |L9.1 |56.8 | 100 | 36 2L6 1.75 2.2l 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 11| 0 0 0 0 9l 76 6.1 |[11.4 | NNW | June
July |66.9 |51.3 |59.1 96 | L 183 0.34 0.73 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 1| = 0 0 0 9% yn L.6 |14.5 | NNW | July
Aug. |67.9 |51.7 |59.8 85 | 38 161 0.55 2.0L4 0.0 007050 1]- 0 0 0 0 g6 75 5.6 |[11.3 | KNW |Aug.
Sep. [66.9 |L9.5 [58.2 98 | 3L 210 1.82 2,08 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 L| = 0 0 0 96 75 5.5 9.2 | NNW |sep.
Oct. |63.5 |L46.5 [55.0 9 | 26 310 5.00 %.99 T T T 9| * 0 * 0 95 77 6.3 8.3 SE | Oct.
Nov. [58.1 |L2.6 |50.4 78 | 20 438 8.89 L.92 T T T 13| 0 * 2 0 91 80 7.3 9.2 SE |Nov.
Dec. |5%.L |39.9 |L6.7 69 | 17 567 | 10.71 | 3.71 T T T 1%|lo [« | L | ol g1 79 8.2 |10.7 | SE |Dec.
Year |go.2 |LL.6 |52. | 100 | 16 | L575 | 61.59 | 5.16 | 0.7 6.5 | 2.5 [ 115/ » | *» |19 | 0o | 93 76 6.7 |11.0 | sE |Year
# See Station History # Based on hourly observations.
(a) Average length of record, years. + Also on later dates, months or years.
T Trace, an amount too small to measure. * Less than one half.

** Base 65°F

CLIMATE OF NORTH BEND, OREGON

.orth Bend has a marine climate typical of Oregon's Pacific Coastal
area. Located on a point of land inside the bend of the hairpin
shaped Coos Bay, the city is only L4 miles east of the ocean. Between
is the west arm of the bay and a long narrow spit of land separating
it and the ocean. The bay, ranging from 1 to 2 miles in width, ex-
tends from its mouth slightly inland then nearly parallels the coast
in a north northeasterly direction for about six miles, makes a sharp
bend and turns back south for some four miles. The neighboring city
of Coos Bay, where the weather station was located during the first
thirty years of its existence, lies at its inland southern extremity
and about three miles south of North Bend. Immediately across the
bay to the north and east and from 2 to !4 miles to the south of these
two cities the fairly level delta land of the Coos River, on which
they are located, gives way to steep heavily timbered hills or moun-
tains. These are the remnants of the Coast Range, the main body of
which, in this area, merges with the Cascade iountains 45 to 50 miles
further east. This rugged terrain makes up most of that intervening
distance cut only by a few valleys large enough for some farming and
an occasional small village.

With the prevailing airflow across this area from the west air masses
arrive here, conditioned by several days' travel across the Pacific
Ocean, often with their temperatures near that of the water and their
moisture content near the saturation point. During the late fall,
winter and early spring months when the land temperatures are con-
siderably lower than those of the ocean, the cooling of this air be-
gins as soon as it crosses the coastline due both to contact with
this cooler surface and its forced lifting over the higher land ele-
vations. It is also in this season most of the storms move from the
Pacific across Oregon's coastline. The net result is there is much
cloudiness and frequent rains at this time of the year. Nearly 75%
of the 61.59 inches annual total occurs during the five months of
November through March. Winds of gale force will occasionally strike
the coast and immediately adjacent inland points. The surrounding
hills and mountains afford considerable protection to the city how-
ever, except for winds directly out of the west, and only rarely are
these sufficiently strong to cause extensive damage. The heavy
winter precipitation is almost all in the form of rain. Many years

o snow at all occurs, and in those that it is recorded the season's

otal seldom exceeds 1 or 2 inches and only lasts a few hours. In
the 55 years that snowfall records have been obtained a total fall
of L4 inches or more for the entire winter has only occurred four times.

In the warmer months, as the land temperatures increase, a monsoon
type circulation is initiated when the air over the land is heated
and forced upward being replaced by cooler air moving in from the
ocean bringing with it some fog and low stratus clouds. This fog
persists only a short distance inland until further heating reduces
the relative humidity of the air below the point of fog formation.

This time of year few storms move across this part of the Pacific Ocean
and thunderstorms seldom form locally. Consequently, precipitation is
very light. The total for the three summer months is only about L% of
the annual average.

The air conditioning effect of the Pacific Ocean produces very mild year
around temperatures. There is only 15° difference between the mean tem-
perature for January, the coldest month and July the warmest. Only once
in the 52 years for which annual temperature extremes could be determined
has one as high as a 100° been recorded while the lowest in that time was
16°, Temperatures of 90° or above will be reached about 1 year in 3.
%hile temperatures down to freezing have occurred every year but one,
those below 20° occur less than once every five years on the average.

Despite the rather frequent rains and foggy periods during certain sea-
sons of the year, common to all of this part of the Pacific Coast, the
climate of North Bend has much to recommend it. In addition to the mild,
fairly uniform year around temperatures there are a number of clear
sunny days in the late spring, summer and early fall. The annual aver-
age daily cloudiness of 6.7 tenths of sky cover compares very favorable
with most of the northern half of the United States. There is an aver-
age of over 200 days a year when no measurable precipitation occurs.

The mountain areas surrounding North Bend are covered with some of the
nations heaviest stands of virgin timber. The abundance of rainfall
makes the coast range one of the most rapid tree growing areas in the
United States. As a result, tree farming - continual reforestation for
sustained yield - is becoming of major economic importance. North Bend
and Coos Bay combined is one of the largest centers in the state for a
wide variety of lumber processing plants, and one of the most important
lumber shipping ports on the Pacific Coast. A large fishing fleet op-
erates out of this port bringing in an annual income of between one and
two million dollars. The agricultural activities of this area are lim-
ited due to the rugged terrain. However, the climate is ideally suited
to the growing of cranberries and this already profitable enterprise is
increasing. Fruits and vegetables do well in home gardens as do most
flowering bulbs, the latter being grown on & limited commercial scale.
Dairying is a multi-million dollar industry for Coos County in which
North Bend is located.

The climate itself combined with the wide range of recreational facili-
ties to be founded in the bays, mountains and streams, and on the miles
of beaches of this area are also a most important part of the community's
economic resources. Tens of thousands of people from all over the
United States visit this well known coastal area each year. This is
particularly true during the summer months when, in contrast to the
temperatures in the 90's and 100's over the rest of the country, daily
maximums here rarely range much above 80 degrees.
Gilbert L. Sternes, State Climatologist
Weather Bureau Office, Portland, Oregon
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