U, S, DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
NATIONAL OC UC AND ATMOS ERIC ADM TRATION
IN COOPERATION WiTH  LOWER UMPQUA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
CLIMATOGRAPHY OF THE UNITED STATES NO. 20 -~ 35

CAL SUMMARY

43% 427 N sTaTion  REEDSPORT, OREGON

124° 07¢ W

LATITUDE
LONGITUDE

ELRV. (@ROUND) 60 Feet Meang: 1841 - 1670
MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD EXtremes: 1937 - 1870
T
Temper (°F) ¥ Precipitation Totale (Inches) Mean number of days
@
. o . Sleet P Temperatures
2ANG Firemeas el . saled es
Means § ’ o il ’ a Max. Min.
: :
g g g % g o ool g e
E SR T e e B g, B @ e 91 5, B ol G
GIFS LS I A R DR PI R L SRR B
RE 8 S e 8o gl 8 &8 g | 8| 8148 § (89 § |88 s gl 8
gl B & |m H o jm 2 - = o X 2 1= 8 p (0 g > |4 SO Bm alm 8o b 2
30 30 33 33 3 30 34 30 34 34 30 | 30 30 20 30
37.1143.8 67 1960 i3 1962 657 13.51 4.11 1953 1.5132.0 1969 | 12.5 | 1969 181 0 ® 8 0 | Jan
38.5 | 46.2 75 1868 17 1962 526 9.33 4.09 1961 0.2 2.5 1952 2,0 | 1959+ 141 0 0 5 Q Feb
38.1 | 46.7 77 1939 25 1960+ 567 9.41 4.03 1938 0.1 1.7 1954 1.2 |1954 161 0 0 4 0 | Mar
40.4 | 49.2 90 1947 26 1568 474 5.44 1.85 1948 T T 1955+ T 1955+ 12 * 0 2 0 Apr
44,2 1 53.3 96 1939 33 1950 363 3.57 1.84 1963 T T 1955+ T 1953+ 8 w 0 * 0 May
48,3 1 57.3 92 1966+ 31 1949 231 1.95 3,30 1937 0.0 0.0 8.0 5 * 0 * 0 Jun
Jul | 69.5 {50.4 | 60.0 94 1952 39 1962 i85 0.61 1.44 1947 0.0 0.0 0.0 2 * o 0 0 Jul
Aug | 70,8 1 51.2 1 60.9 97 1944 41 1960+ 127 0.98 1.18 1968 0.0 0.0 0.0 2 * 0 0 0 Aug
Sep | 70.3 | 49.1 | 69.7 96 1958+ 31 1970 159 2.30 3.11 1937 0.0 0.0 0.0 ) * 0 = 0 Sep
Qct | 64.6 | 45.7 1565.2 88 1958 | 28 1949 463 6.33 5.24 1956 0.0 0.0 0.0 10, 0 0 * 0 | Oct
Nov | 56.7 [41.5 49,1 73 1869+t 23 1961 477 11.26 5.02 1960 T 0.8 1958 0.5 | 1855 15 0 0 3 0 Nov
Dec | 51.7 | 38.7 145.2 69 1938 19 1964 614 12.44 5.15 1854 0.3 4.0 1964 3.0 11964 17 0 * 5 0 Dec
) Aug Jan Oct Jan Jan
Year| 60.8 | 43,6 | 52.2 a7 1944 13 1962 4813 77.13 5.24 1937 2.1132.0 1968 | 12.5 | 1968 124 ¥ * 27 0 |Year

(a) HAverage length of record, vears.
T Trace, an amount too small 1o measure.
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Reedspory
ce .
of the Unmp
in width
level del

1 city situated near the central part of Oregon's
is 4 s inland and lecated on the south bank
The river channel varies from 1/4 to 1/2 mile
stward meandsring 10-mile course acvoss faivly
2 re emptying into the Pacific Ocean near Wine

at 8 point 5 wiles southwest of Reedsport. The open
beach delta aveas gi immediately to heavily timbered hills
that vise 200-3 ses level nearby. These coastal
hills blend into the mants of the Coast Range and reach heights
15 miles to the east., The main body of the

s up most of the intervening distance
cut only by the Umpqua and a other yiver valleys layge enough
for some farming and an occasional small community or Town.

The mild mavine cliy
provides Reedsport with p 1y

of Oregon's Pacific coastal avea
¢ airflow from the west. The aw-

Il(
riving air messes wmoving onshore, after several days' travel over
the ccean, have temperaiures near that of the water and their mois-

ture content is
fall, wintey and

the gaturation point. During the late
ly spring months when land temperatures are con-
siderably lower than those of the ocean, the cooling of this air
beging as soon ] the coastline due to both contact with
this cocler surface and ced lifting over the higher land
elevations. This results in wmuch cloudiness and frequent raing ot
this time of the year. Nearly 78% of the annual 77-inch total occurs
duying the five months of November through March. Snowfall occurs
in 2 winters out of 5 and amounts sve usually very light, melting
within s matter of hours. Winter stoyms are most intense in Jan-
uary with strongest average winds wecorded out of the northwest.
Rainy winters are eased by some sunshine 25-30% of the time. Spring
rains decrease sharply by late May when prevailing winds switch to
north-northwesterly after prevailing out of the southeast from
October through April.

in the warmey months, as the land femperature increases, a wonscon
type ciyculation is initiated. The aiv over land is heated and
forced upward being veplaced by the cooler air moving in from the
ocean, often byinging with i ¢ fog end low stratus clouds. Sun-
shine veaches & maximum of 50% during summer but fog persists only a
short distance inland zbout 25% of the time during the peak months
of August through Hovember. Days of pvecipitation increase sharply
with the fivst 2% of October and wet weather is well established
by November when sunshine is reduced to 1 day out of 3.

Annual precipitation in this western part of Douglas Lounty varies
from 66 inches along the bsach to 77 inches in the Reedsport ares and
i es up to 90-100 inches slong the crest of the Coast Range about
; east of the coas ¢. Reedsport rainfall for individual
from $6.22 inches in 1944 to 99.67 inches in 1983,
annual moisture in winter, 24% in sp

4

+ Also on earlier dates, months, or years.

*  Less than one half.

EEDSPORT, OREGON

and thunderstorms seldom form locally. Daily eainfall of 0,50 inch
or more will occur on §¥ days a year while totals of 1.00 ov more
number only #8 days. For a 50-yeay return period, one could expect
a maximum 6-hour total of 3.2 inches or a 24-hour total of 7.0 inches.
Monthly snowfall of 3-S5 inches will only occur in 1 winter out of 6
with maximua depths of 1-3 inches. The rare occurrence of 32.0 inches
of snow during January 1969 provided a zecord 19 inches on the ground.

The natural air conditioning effect of the Pacific Ocean produces a
very wild year-avound climate for Reedsport. The fairly uniform
cycle of temperatures produces only a 17 degree difference between
the mean tempevature of January, the coldest wmonth, and August, the
warmest. Comfortable days and nights are also aided by a 24-hour
range of temperaturve which averages 13 degrees in Januaxy and varies
up to & 19-degree range in July and August. Annual temperature ex-
tremes (graphed on the rveverse side) show that only 1 year out of §
will be cooler than 19° or warmey than 97°. The 231-day growing sea-
son for Reedsport is based on the average date of last 32° or lower
temperature in the spring and that of the first occurrence in fall.
Latest spring freezes have varied fyom January 1 in 1941 to May 28

in 1966 while earliest in fall have varied from September 13 in 1970
to none in the fall of 1950 when 33° was the coldest recorded minimum.

tical Likelihood (In Pexcent) That Various

Temperatures Will Occur In Spring After Dates Indicated
Tempt, ©0% 80% 70% 60% 50% 40% 30% 20% 10%
24° ok [ i § # 1710 1/23 2/2 2/14
28° # /9 1/28 2/7 2/37 2/25 3/6 3/14 3/28
32°  2/15  3/3 3/14  3/24  4/2 4/12  4/21  5/3 5/1%

Statistical Likelihood (In Pevcent) That Various
Temperatures Will Occur In Fall Before Dates Indicated
Tempr. 10% 20% 30% 40% 505% 60% 70% 80% 90%

32° 10/19 10729 ii/6  11/13 11/19 11728 12/1  12/10 12/22
28° 11712 11/22 12/1  12/11 12/25 # I3 #
24°  12/6 4 # # # # # # #

#A temperature this low does not occur with this great a frequency.

Climatological interpolations provide these additional details for the
Reedsport avea. The annual average daily cloudiness of 6.7 tenths of
sky cover provides about 65 clear days a year with 87 days partly clou-
dy. Of the remaining cloudy days, only 12-14 such days ave recorded
for summer months. Early morning readings of velative humidity average
90-96% year-sround while mid-aftexnoon values vary from 82% in December
to 73% £vom April through July. Hourly wind speed sverages from 6.8
mph in October to 11.7 mph in July. Annual lake evaporation averages
24 inches with 73% of this loss occurving from May through October.

The year avound mild climste of the Reedsport arsa favors its varied
sconomle sctivities., Major industries (Continued on roverse side)

Stanley G. Holbwook, Climatologist for Ovsgon

1-10 Multnomsh Building, Portland, Oregon October 1971
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