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CLIMATE OF FREFTLAND. PENNSYLVANTA

Q4tuatad in the southern portion of Inzerne Countv. Freelsnd is less than during the summer. Although there are more days with precipit~
1onnted in the tree covered mountain section of northeastern ation in winter, amounts average 3 to 4 inches less than during the other
Pennsvlvania. This highland area is composed of relatively shal- 3 seasons of the year.

low vallevs and ronnded ridges oriented in a general northeast-

southwest direction. FElevations ranee from near 1700 feet above Spring and fall are the seasons of rapidly changing weather conditions.

ses level in the nearby vallevs to 1900 feet at Freeland and 2000 Sunshine becomes more prevalent during the springtime with temperatures
feet, tust west of the town. on the increase while autumn sunshine provides many mild days through
much of October. MNights, however, are cool. Albernate periods of freez—

Pocause it 15 located at a relatively hieh elevation in the ing and thawing are common during both seascns. The average date of the
middle latitudes. Freeland has an invigorating climate. The last 320 temperature in spring is May 6 and the first in fall October 9
interaction between polar air from the north and tropical air although 320 readings have been reported in late May and as early as mid
from the south produces frequent weather changes as the zone of September. There is, however, only a 10% chance of occurrence after May
conflict moves back and forth across the area. During such times 20 or before September 25. The growing season, defined as the period
widespread cloudiness and precipitation are common followed by between the last 32° temperature in spring and the first in fall, averages
renerally clearine skies and abundant sunshine. Many of the storms 156 days but seasons have ranged from as short as 119 days to as long as
that affect this area oripginate in the mid continent section of 182 days.

vorth Aimerics and move east near enough or throush Pennsylvania to

reodnce freguent and generous percipitation throughout the year. Precipitation is normally plentiful throughout the year. Annual amounts,
The rrecipitation pattern at Freeland is further enhanced by the while ranging from 34 to 65 inches over the period of record, averages
urslone motion of the air caused by the hisher terrain. The nearly 48 inches. With the exception of Februsry and July, monthly amounts
tt1sntic Ocean. althongh onlv 2hout 100 miles to the east, has normally total 3 to 5 inches with nearly 50 percent of the annual total
1ittle affect upon the climate of Freeland. Individual storms. falling during the 5 month growing season. Since thundershowérs, number-
howaver. movine northward alone the coast periodicnlly affect ing 30 to 35 per year, sccount for most of the summer rainfall, maximum

short period amounts are concentrated in the warm season. Rainfall of as
much as 1.9 inches in one hour and up to 6.6 inches in 24 hours have been
6if the four seasons summer is one of the most pleasant. Abundant observed in the area. Coastal storms snd the remanents of hurricanes
snshine averaping about 527 of maximum possible, provides warm (July throusgh October) occasionally bring heavy 2 to 48 hour precipitation
dnvws while nishts cool to comfortable levels. Ninety degree to the area. During the winter this is generally in the form of snow.
terneratures are reached on an average of only 4 days per vear Although measurable precipitation normally occurs every few days, there are
«1theneh there have heen summers when as many as 10 have been times during the summer and fall when periods of 10 days to 2 weeks or more
recarded primarily during Julv and Aupgust while other vears pass may pass without significant rainfall. During October 1963 a 23 day interval
sntirely without such hish readings beine ohserved. Tainfall is without measurable rainfall was encountered and only .13 inch recorded
wanallv of the short duration showery Lvpe and is somrtimes intense during, the entire month. The probability of 3 weeks without measurable rain
sn that the sreatest sensonal painfall is normally recorded durine at Freeland. however. is less than 1 percent while the chances of receiving
.40 inch or more during any one week is greater than 50 percent throughout

Aqy to dav weather

the surmer months. Yinter. on the other hand. is characterized

v mastlv cold and cloudv weather with freguent but lirht pre- the yanr.

cir’ -tinn., Freezing {amperatures are normally experienced on

ah 150 days, 50 of which hnve mayimum readings of 320F. or From labe Hovember through March most of the precipitation is in the form

telow. 7ero depree temperatures. howeyer. are generally few of snow which is hoth frequent and abundant. Seasonal amounts, which

Althouprh as many as 17 such oceurrences Veves bonn azperienced average close to 57 inches, vary widely from year to year. Over the period

Auring the more severe winters.  On many days Lbe e of record seasonal totals have ranped from 132 inches to as little as 28

ranpe 38 relatively small dne to widespread cloudinos: ckoio inchas.  Amounts of 20 inches or more can be expected about once every 4

rresent, ahout 40T of the time frem late Vovembwer throvph most of ceara. Althonsh storms semet imes produce in excess of a foot of snow,’

“tapeh.  Percent of possibile sunshine averapes 15 Lo 20 porcent, paratyzing snowsbovms are infrequent. Snow, however, covers the ground to
varvine denths during much of the winter season.

Welsen . Kauffman, State Climatologist
t winather Bureau
row Cumberland, Pennsylvania
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