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LATITUDE 36° o4t N CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY sYaTioN  Dickson, Tennessee
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NARRATIVE CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

Dickson, Tennessee is located in the western portion of the
hilly Highland Rim which surrounds and rises 300 to 400 fest above
the Central Basin in which Nashville is situated, Its relatively
elevated position results in increased lifting of air currents
and consequent increased cloudiness and precipitation compared to
neighboring lower locations.

Situated in the humid southeast, the Dickson area, on the
average, receives a bountiful supply of precipitation, In
common with other locations in the southeast, however, this does
not preclude the possibility of dry spells during the warm season
of the year when water requirements of agriculture are at their
peak. Greatest precipitation, occurring in the winter and spring,
results from the more frequent passage of large scale storms
during those seasons, Lightest precipitation, observed in the fall,
is brought about by the maximum occcurrence of rain-suppressing,
slow moving high pressure areas during that season.

For the entire period of record, greatest daily precipitation
was 5,80 inches in August, 1928; highest temperature was 110° P
in July, 1930 (also earlier dates) and lowest temperature was
~20* F in February 1899,

The occurrence of freezing temperatures at Dickson is swmma-
rized in the following table:

FREEZE DATA

Temperature (°F) hverage Date of Average Date of Interval
last in Spring First in Fall (Days)

32 Apr, 10 Oct. 23 197

28 Mar, 28 Nov., 7 224

24 Mar, 13 Nov. 18 25).

20 Feb, 28 Nov. 29 275

16 Feb, 19 Dec, 13 296

It can further be stated that there is a 90% chance of having
freezing temperatures in spring after March 22 and in fall before
November 7. There is only a 10% chance of freezing temperatures
in spring after April 29 and in fall before Cctober 8,

Severe storms are infrequent in the Dickson area. During a
recent 41 year period there have been 8 tornadoes which passed
through Dickson County. Inland location renders damage from
tropical storms almost non-existent and hail occurs, on the
average, only about twice a year,

Reference to data from full-time Weather Bureau offices in
Tennessee and surrounding states indicates the following approxi-
mate values for weather elements not redorded at Dickson: pre-
vailing wind direction, south; average annual wind speed, 8 mph;
fastest mile of wind, 70 mph; average annual relative humidity,
70%; maximum average monthly relative humidity, 76% {January);
minimm average monthly relative humidity, 65% (April); average
annual number of days with thunderstorms, 52; average annual
number of days with 1 inch or more of sngw cover, 12; average
depth of frost penetration, 4 inches.

H. R, Dickson

State Climatologist

Weather Bureau Alrport Station
Nashville, Tennessee
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