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CLIMATOGRAPHY OF THE UNITED STATES NO. 20 —
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NARRATIVE CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

Lewlsburg, county seat of Marshall County, is located
along the southern portion of ths Central Rasin of Tennessee.
The immediate surrounding countryside is undulating to gently
rolling hills., The Basin is noted for its production of dairy
cattle, sheep and horses.

Data in this summary are representative of both Lewisburg
and the general area.

Lewisburg climate is characterized by mild winters, warm
supmers and abundant annual reinfall and sunshine, A variety
of weather can be expected the year round for it is located
well inland from oceanic aress, and is in the paths of cold
air currents moving southward from Canada, and warm moist air
currents moving northward from the Gulf of Mexico. Therefore,
frequent significant changes in the weather, both from day to
day and from ons season to another, are common,

Precipitation is usually well distributed for agricultural

needs. Nearly 60 percent of the annual amount falls durdng

the winter and spring, as a result of more freguent passage

of large scals low pressure systems, During the summer months
local showers and thunderstorms are most frequent, with thunderw
storms ocourring on an average of about 10 days each month. On

& yearly basis the average number of days with thunderstornms is
about 55. Lightest precipitation, observed in the fall, is
brought about by the maximum oceurrence of rain-suppressing, slow
moving high pressure areas. During the warm season an average of
one or more dry spells occur each year and a more serious drought
can be expected about every 6 or 7 years, Qa the other hand there
are sometimes wet periods and periods of excessive rainfall rates,
A rainfell of lj inches in 12 hours can be expected to occur about
once every 7 or 8 years, 3 inches in 2 hours once every 25 years,
snd % inches in 1 hour about every 2 years,

While the average anmial snowfall 1s near 5% inches, most years
have less than this amount and a few years have considerably more.
Heavy snowstorms are infrequent and snow seldom remasins on the
‘ground for more than a2 few dayse.

Severe storms are infrequent in Lewisburg, During the period
1916-196; enly 8 tornadoes have been observed in Marshall Comnty.
Minor windstorms, usually associated with thunderstorms, sometimes
causes scattered damage and hail occurs, en an average, about twice
& year, Storm hazard hsre is no greater than in surrounding areas
and is less than in many other parts of the country.

W B FORMAT 5170(FORMERLY 733-2)

The average tempsratures are moderate at Lewlsburg and the
difference between January and July averages about 39 degrees.
Wnile both summers and winters are temperate, spring and fall .
temperatures are about ideal for outdoor work and recreations
There are also many mild periods in winter and occasional periods
of mild, dry weather replaces stretches of warm, humid weather in
BUMMOY s

Wind and sky cover data are not available at Lewisburg, but
records at Nashville should be near representative. Prevailing
winds are from a southerly direction. Throughout most of the year,
however, winds from a northern quadrant frequently prevails, in
asgociation with cold winter alr currents from Canada. Annually,
the wind will blow from the south about 15 percent of the time and
from the north about 8 percent of the tims, The wind speed has besn
Ly miles per hour or less about 37 percent of the time, 5 to 1l mph
53 percent, from 15 to 2l mph 9 percent, and over 25 mph lsss than
1 percento The highest wind speeds are usually from a norfhwesterly
direction.

Mean number of days with clear skies varies from about 6 in
January to 10, 12 and 13 in August, September and October, respsce
tively. Whereas, the mean number of cloudy days ranges from 8 to
10 during the summer and fall months to 14 to 18 in winter and spring.
For the entire year mean number of clear days is 10k, partly cloudy
109 and cloudy days 152,

The following table gives the ocourrence of freezing tempera~
tures at Lewisburg:

Temperature (°F) Average Date of Average Date of Interval

Last in Spring  First in Fall (Days)
32 Apr. 1 Octo 20 189
28 Har, 31 Octo 30 213
2l Maye. 15 Hove 15 2l
20 Mar. L Nov. 23 280
16 Fab, 18 Dsc. 10 295

John V. Vaiksnoras

State Climatologist

Weather Bureau Airport Station
Naghville, Tennessee
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