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LATITUDE 30° 48" N CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY STATION B. A. STEINHAGEN LAKE, TEXAS
LONGITUDE 94° 11' W . (formerly Dam B Reservoir)
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THE CLIMATE OF B. A. STEINHAGEN LAKE, TEXAS

B. A. Steinhapen lake (Town Bluff Dam) is on the Neches River between
Woodville and Jasper, in southeastern Texas, The surrounding ter-
rain ranges from level to hilly, and is about 90 percent forested
with pine and hardwoods, Steinhagen Lake and the adjacent Martin
Dies, Jr. State Park, offer a complete range of outdoor recreational
activities., Facilities include shelters, restrooms and showers,
concessions, boat ramps and all trailer hook-up facilites,

The climate of the area surrounding Steinhagen Lake is humid sub-
tropical withwarm surmers, Rainfall averages 46,05 inches annually
and is evenly distributed throughout the year. Prevailing winds
are southerly March through August: northwesterly in September;
and northerly October through February, The Gulf of Mexico source
region dominates the climate, and accounts for the high humidity
and high average rainfall. Cold air masses, greatly modified by
the time they reach southeastern Texas, provide the stimulating
effects of seasonal change.

Winter temperatures are exceptionally mild. The daily maxdimum
temperature fails to rise above 32°F onanaverage of only one day
per year, The daily minimum drops to 32°F or below about three
nights in ten, on an average, Cloudy, rainy weather is most common

during this season. Fog forms frequently on calm clear nights
from November through March, but usually dissipates before noon.

Summers are warm and humid with little variation in the day~to-day
weather, The spring and fall seasons are particularly pleasant
with mild days and cool nights,

Since there isa plentiful supply of moisture available, excessive
rains of short duration are rather frequent. The most persistent
rains are associated generally with warm fronts and stationary
fronts during the colder season, and with dissipating tropical
cyclones during the early fall, Mean snowfall data for Lake
Steinhagen are misleading, Data in the table of "means and ex-
tremes" are froma single nine inch snow that fell on February 12,
1960, This was the only measurable snow to fall in the li-year
period, 1954-1967. It melted almost as rapidly as it fell.

Average annual relative humidity is about 88 percent at 6:00 a,m.,
59 percent at noon, and 66 percent at 6:00 p,m.,, Central Standard
Time.  Seasonal averages vary only slightly. The area receives
about 62 percent of the total possible sunshine annually. Severe
local storms are rare.
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