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STATION DBALMORHEA, TEXAS
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THE CLIMATE OF BALMORKEA, TEXAS

Ralmorhea, in southern Reeves County, is the center of irrigated
farmland, watered by historic San Solomon Springs. In earlier
times, the springs were animportant watering place for buffaloes,
Indians and pioneers. Balmorhea State Park is located at the springs,
four miles southwest of Balmorhea, where facilities include camp-
ing and trailer sites, cabins, swimming, play and picnic areas, A
hupe walled swimming pool is fed by the springs, which flow 26 mil-
lion gallons daily. With a 68,000-square foot surface, the pool
is one of the world's largest, Balmorhea lies almost in the shadow
of the Davis Mountains, which are to the west and south, in Jeff
Davie County. Reeves County is rolling plains, broken by many
draws, and by tributaries of the Pecos River, Two-thirds of the
apricultural income is from cotton, vegetables and other irrigated
crops, Businesses include the production of oil, gas and sulphur,
and agribusinesses.

Balmorhea has a subtropical steppe climate with low summer humidity,
Mean annual total precipitationis 12.12 inches with approximately
three-fourths of this amount falling within the six-month period,
May through October. During May and June much of the precipitation
occurs from thunderstorms associated with cold frontal systems.
Throughout the rest of the summer, most precipitation results from
local thundershowers, and from thundershowers that develop on the
mountains to the west and south. Showers occur with greatest fre-
quency during July, August and September, Monthly and annual pre-
cipitation totals are extremely variable, The wettest year of
record (1924-1970) was 1932, when a total of 28,15 inches fell,
while only 3.41 inches fell in 1956, the driest year. Periods of
several weeks with no measurable precipitation are not uncommon.

"he wind flow at Balmorhea is influenced by the mountain ranges
#hich lie to the west, south and southeast of the town, so that

the prevailing wind is northwesterly, November through February;
northeasterly, May through October, and southwesterly, during March

and April, The mean relative humidity, at noon, c¢.s.t., is es-
timated at 44 percent in January, 33 percent in April, 41 percent
in July and 40 percent in October. Ralmorhea receives in an av-

erage year, an estimated 70 percent of the total possible sunshine
in winter, 77 percent in spring, 79 percent in summer and 74 per-
cent in fall.

Winter: This season is characterized by fair, dry weather, gener-
ally with mild days and cool nights. Prolonged cold spells are
infrequent, occurring only when exceptionally strong outbreaks of
cold dry Polar Canadian air sweep southward across the area. The
lowest temperature of record is -3°F, and occurred January 30, 1949.

Summer: Daytime temperatures are hotj; however, very low humidity
and clear skies in the region permit rapid cooling to take place
immediately after sundown, resulting in pleasantly cool nights
throughout the summer, Evaporative-type home air conditioners
are effective for cooling, Automotive air conditioning is recom-
mended for daytime travel.

Spring and fall are exceptionally pleasant seasons in the Balmorhea
area, The weather is characterized by mild, sunny days, and crisp
cool nights,

At Balmorhea, the mean length of the warm season (freeze free period)
is 226 days. The mean dates of the last occurrence of 32°F or
below in the spring, and the first occurrence of 32°F or below in
the fall, are April 1 and November 12, respectively. In an average
year, free water {lake) evaporation exceeds precipitation by about
54 inches,



‘3senbeg uodn s8qwd AjTiUeny "TTLBL sEXR], ‘urgsny ‘swxa] JO A3TSJASATU[ BYL ‘yoaessey . . - . .
859UTENY JO nBoIng SY3 WOXF 9FITYD JNOYITM STAFTTEAR ade Lremms ey Jo so1dod aTdurg P2 | AON | WO | ydeg | bny | Amnf | eum[ | Lewy | idy | repy | ‘qeg | -uwer

1461 1oqmeosq
€248 s¥X9], ‘urysSny ‘peoy Jouey 009€
90TAISG XSUIBSM TBUOTIEN i
sexa], Jo 36TFOTOYRALLD

uoT4R3TdTo0dg ATYUON uwel

*GO-86H0-TH ‘IOqUMU XSDPUT UOTIBYS

‘SEXo[-81B( TBOTIOTORBWTL) UT ATyjuow paysTIqnd exw ®1ep uoryByrdrossd pue sanjessduey z —

£TTeq 2883 urBL SUTPIOVBL-UOU ‘YOUT-1y3Te DIBPUBIS B PUR  ‘EI9]9WONLIBYY WNUCCUTY puB . h -
murxer  ‘193Tays UoTes w03300 B JO  $38T8u0d queumdinbs uoTiwls *@213J0 3s80d syy Jo AR .. Sees a:n-:-»||\|\\
SIMYINOB~YINOE STTU Z°0 ‘BOTII0 99TAIOG UOTFBAIOSUO) TIOS 8Y) 0% NOB] DOAOW SBM UOTIRYS - b s do UNWTUTH ATTRq UesK
oyt ‘161 ‘1 asqueqdeg uQ  BOTFI0 3OTIBIA  I93BM AIUNO) 69A00Y BUF 4B ‘@0TjJo 3s0d ~ o )

BIYJIOWTBG Y3 JO 48%9 193J (00§ POIEIOTBI SBM UOTIBYE 8UG ‘9961 ‘¢ Ly uQ "weytouTeg 0q
ueg -dwy weysowTeg woxy pefusyo SBM UOTI®YS SU} JO SWBU SY] ‘PONUTIUCOSTP SJOM SUOTIEA
~J98q0 ued uorgerodesd syl 4961 ‘Sz 38nIny U0 ‘BeytomTed JO 3SOMYINOS-UINOS STTU Z°0 ~.
‘90TJJ0 SOTALEG UOTIBAIGSUO) TIOS 943 07 DSAOH SBM UOT1ELS TESTSOTOLRWITO 9yj puw H96T S~ do. £TTeq ROy
UT pesoTo seM UOTIRIS jusmTiedxy TBINGTNOTIEY oyl  “ued nwedug JeYjesM 300J-In0J Byl . -~
107 8HYO-TY Pu® ‘ued uAUNS J00J~OM} Y3 JOF 96HO-Th (spIooss uoTeIod®Ae Oyy 8qeedes o -

03 ‘uoTyBIS U} 03 POUTTES® OIGM BISQUNU XPUT OMJ ‘ghET UT "O%61 ‘€1 Lrenuep ‘Lep R

94X3U 8y} poppe seM usd uorjexcdess odhj-nesang JSYEBM F00J-INOF .V, SSBO YV “O%61 ¥ o wmmprey ATTRQ UeSy

‘21 Lrenuep uo jusudinbe uOTHERE SY3 O3 peppe sem usd UOTIBIOABAS USBXOS FuUnoL ‘usduns (sayouy) (d.)
€4003-0M3 ¥ “€z6T soquedeg UT ‘meyrourTeg JO (SWIYLIOU SSTTU §¢ ‘uoTy®ig usWTIadKy nogeydoarg o: ﬂ&ﬁh
TeInyTnoTIdy A3TSIATUN JPPY SEXQ], 6U3 3% Uedsq SUOTIEAI®SqO TTRJUTRX puR sanjeseduoe] S g L

~o -

XHOLSIH NOILVIS wonepdwaly  pue  sermperedwe]  A[RUOK
9ogay -~ 1
4718 7¢s |oo =7 ¢ - 10 . . . . . 6T & [¢] W T GG § 28z | 8L*0 | LL°T 10*0 0] LT | 9€°T | LT*O
geon | Lose o.mw Ay Nae m.qm 3 WWM MMM m.m w.oﬁm M.Mm M%MM €678 | S2°T | BE°T | €8:0| 40°0 | 4570 | T8°T | 6570 | 6T°T | 4°0 | Lz°0 | é0%0 | €00
Srgn o€ (gL | zvzdk | zvsl | o6l | 6o | Ll | v |67€s | ev | o'9m | soet tontt] oo |GG | RO | 0| ELTT | STt | 070 | TTO | 970 66T | L0 | 8770
gzn [14s |sco | toel | €Ll | e | €os |6vel |t |9€e | otts | Loom | Lest A S IO IO IR 7 B0 M e B 90 0
o n |0%6s |19 | wsL | ssl | 168 | 218 | St€L | 9759 |ocos | wow | oven | a6t N IR BN s | for | G %t 0| €070} 8270 | 9070 | 1670
9°05 | €09 {879 | €L | 878l | 678 | 108 | 0L |89 | €2 | < | €16 <oet Tot] Goo | e | o | S0 T | El0 pgeio f dee ) 0| LeTo | 89T ) 200
cgv {6°ss lz'sg | 4L | - = |96 {ese 6099 | wLs | | wrew | noer Al R B Q| ST STl kT | fele | L) Eer0 ] £2i0 ) 9070 | o
6 | 695 16749 | s7eL | 908 | €¢a | 108 | 4794 | 7L | 170 | svos | even | goer GETET| S770 1 9970 | SETT| 997T | 9670 | ML | 92T | 8¢ | 0770 | 2070 | 6H°0 | 20°0
R A ST TS ol [ el 6049 | 9ne | 1rke | Leaw | 2der U R T D D g | B T e 8070 ) 970 | 9200
- - - - | - sel o6l | | 559 | eus | €ze | oven | et o1l oo | - i | 0B ) 0| TE0 | 920 | 0T
vns | eor | 19s |199 | 9 | 9veL | 208 | o-¢s | o1l | 089 | €-5¢ | c-in| o-év | oger 0:4T| TT2 | T2°0 | 0% | 8670 | L6%Z | Tz | sl | 0€°0 | €1°0 | €5%0 | 29°0 | 8E*0
- - 9°1¢ |6°99 o .08 | 764 £°08 Ll | g 158 8°05 | 1w | 6361 mmv.mv Ryadel OO.H 8 T g7*0 | M0 | 87T | L9*O LL2 | 2670 | 90%0 | 6£°0 ST°0
579 | con |0 (009 | Bobn | G108 | TSL | £08 LWL NI LS | 8108 Ty | et Le6t] o 260 | T | 68°9 | 29%0 | €9°0 | T | 86°T | %0 | 0T | 8T | ée-z
099 LTS |66 1829 el | Lot 128 €28 171l | 0°69 109 685 | b°1¢ 1561 28°6 | Y10 | Lg*0 96°1 TZ°0 | 6£°0 | 8§50 et €12 | 2g*0 0 LT | LO%0
2759 S6n 26 | 0769 975l 464 | 608 9°z8 9°9L L°€9 €8¢ con | zgh | 9%t .ﬂd“m NH“O ﬁw ST*0 | LE*O | 62°0 | ME*0C | LT°0 G50 | 62*0 | 20*0 £€9*0 | 87°0
9°¢9 | 667 lg2s $r9 oL | o8l 6L | 878l | 072l 9°99 Z° 08 9 lm | gzy $ShT m#.ﬁn $0*0 80°T Om“,m ONHM oy ade} me“.n 0z*0 GET | 89°€ [¢] 0 81°1
$"69 z gy 1°65 799 T°L 164 | 808 1°64 | 0°0L 189 | 8°9¢ 4¢ S6% | WG6T No.w .m nou NM.O h0.0 Hﬁ”.m mN.o @d”H MHHM GL*0 | 28°0 | TR*0 | 0z*0
0°99 9"z 8¢S 669 079 €08 2°€8 g 6°TL $°69 819 870¢ §-c¢ €61 MN.m @m.o H0.0 [ 4 OM.O mH.O. mvd.o N md.o NM.O Nm”O & 00”0 .m
69 | Toum 415 [ | o€l | zes | 96l | sze |6v€l | 2799 | 9¢s | svge | eune | ze6t SPLTLl 9970 |0 O | L0 LTI0 | Q0T | TeTT | LT 69*T | & OO | 070
199 [972¢ |vwe | €69 | squ| ete | Lgs | 1ea | e | 9o | Te | ocTe | goum | teer 79 [ OT0 | 0170 ) €270 6ETO | ETTT | LSTT | 5970 | OF°T | & | LO°T | €T-0 | 20%0
9 z e &k | e EE LG e el 9 | Tke ) ol S| pser - - Lo | éeve | €620 | €z 0970 | 4e%0 | 99%0 | o | 7we0 | 9070
69 g gy 1709 6°€9 07§l L8l L°18 $* 18 1767 1729 6766 3°1¢ 76¢ H6T LE*ST] 22°0 0 LE*T 02 TT°1 Gez 9z°z 01T 86°1 100 620 89°C
$799 €26 |5 069 | TS| eres | 6vgs | 9 |19k | Liel | €755 | 670s | g | swer T | ooms | oun o | ccvo | prop | EBIO M0 1 09701 2670 4 9070 | 2E°0 | 6270
§°9 |0 |7es | STl | etld | 8v€s | L€ | 928 | SHL | 0759 |ev9s | zuw | €un | et PO P90 | GIT | STO €070 LTT ) M0 | 8870 | LT°T | 2270 | $8°0 | L | 27T
7799 | €05 | €W |68y | 08l | z'ze | 6728 | 0°18 | €L |zroL | 4'6s | s°Ts | 9 | omer BOTL) WL L €270 | iE7E ) 27z | €670 4 6870 | LT | €770 | L0 p | L | SO0%W
- |sen leies o9 | 99| 6108 | 98L | 0718 |esi |zt [ 9ves | sws | - | wer T B0 GO | GEE | | T | 9979 | LT0 | €720 | L0°0 | 007 F€0%0 |~
059 |6 |og 2'59 Wzl i 818 | 08 | rzs | 8°€L | 8769 L L*2¢ ot | et hm.dﬁ MM.H mN.H mH.O 66 | 90°2 0T | 09°T 62°0 i ] TO*T | 28°0
8:s9 |7 |st€s feng | eel | A | o718 | wos | weL ool |o'8s | sws | svew | ener 2B | L0 | B0 | BT SeTT | 670 | 6670 | 9T | 66T 010 | L | L ST70
2759 | 7725 6765 (6719 | gzl | el | 2w | €18 |0l | 099 [L'9¢ | 0°05 | £gw | e Gl e T L0 | 2er0 | £970 | SLe€ | LOTT | TUT | STT| A0 | 2270 | YE'0 | TeTO
©8 oo |owe |80 | Sy | Tk | T el om0 L o0 gy el 9leiz| 9670 | 80%0 | 6% | wew | 6971 | LO°T | L€ | zE'¢ | itz | ev0 | geer | Teet
Loy | 08 | "aoN | PO | ideg | Buy | Ay | ewn[ | A | udy | wep | -qeg | wer | xeey Loy | 08 | aoN | PO | deg | Buy | Am[ | emn; | el | xdy | W | geg | wef
(d.) emjeiedwe], obeiesy (seqouy) mogepdoaxd 1830,

.
SYXAL VEHHOWIVE SYXTL *VIHHOWTVE



