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THE CLIMATE OF BELTON RESERVOIR, TEXAS

Belton Reservoir, on the Leon River, in northern Bell County,
spreads over 37,340 surface acres, and has a storage capacity of
1,876,700 acre-feet, Located only a few miles from either Belton
or Temple, the lake offers lakeside resorts, water sports, and
good fishing on both the lake and Leon River.

The olimate surrounding Belton Reservoir ishumid subtropical with
hot summers. There is & wide range between annual temperature
extremes, a characteristic of continental climates, Tropical mari-
time sir controls the climate of the region during the spring,
summer, and fall. During the winter and early spring, frequent
surges of polar and arctic air cause sudden drops in temperature
and add considerable variety to the daily weather, Total annual
precipitation averages 30.49 inches and is fairly evenly distributed
throughout the year, except for a short dry season in July and
August, Prevailing winds are southerly the year round, The strong-
est winds are the peak gusts and squalls associated with thunder-
storms. The strongest persistent winds occur in March and April
in association with intense low pressure centers thatmove eastward
from the Texas Panhandle, and with vigorous, fast moving cold
fronts. Relative humidity is fairly uniform throughout the year
but veries considerably during the day. Average annual relative
humidity is &1 percent at 6:00 a.m,, 55 percent at noon, and 50
percent at 6:00 p.m,, Central Standard Time, Mean annual sunshine
is about 62 percent of the total possible. Mean lake evaporation
is estimated at 56 inches annually.

Winter: Temperatures are mild and periods of cold weather usually
Yot last longer than about 48 hours. There is often considerable
diness in themorning with the overcast breaking up about noon

ana followed by sunshine and warmer temperatures during the after-

noon. Prolonged periods of overcast skies and persistent light
precipitation can be expected about once or twice a month, Pre-
cipitation may occur as rain, freezing rain, sleet, or snow., Snow

is usually of little consequence, often melting as rapidly as it
falls with no accumulation on the ground. Measurable amounts are
rare.

Spring: The spring season is a period of rapid and pronounced
weather changes. This is especially true of March, Warm and cool
spells of short duration follow each other in rapid succession,
The drizzle and light rainof winter decrease and shower or thunder-
shower activity increase, The frequency of thunderstorms increases
to an average of about six days permonth in April, and to an aver-
age of seven days in May, the peak month, Except for anoccasional
windy day in March and April, spring is a very enjoyable season.

Summer: Daytime temperatures in summer are hot, There is little
variety in the day-to-day weather, Thundershowerg occur on an
average of five days eachmonthwhich help to break the hot weather
pattern, Mid-day temperatures are generally too hot for much out-
door activity except for water sports, However, early morning
and evening temperatures are normally pleasant. Refrigerated-type
air-conditioning is recommended for maximum comfort indoors.

Fall: Temperatures continue rather warm in September, with the
daily maximum 9O°F or above about 57 percent of the time. Pre-
cipitation increases during September, but is still mostly of the
shower type, Cold fronts are more frequent after mid-October and
the variety of weather increases, Thundershowers become less
frequent as the fall season progresses. The combination of moderate
temperatures, relatively low wind velocities, and the frequent
intrusions of mild, dry polar air masses make the fall season the
most delightful period of the year. It is ideally suited for all
types of outdoor activities except swimming.

About 46 thunderstorms oceur each year, a few of these are likely
to be accompanied by wind or hailstorms, or excessive precipitation,
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