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CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

STATION BENBROOK RESERVOIR, TEXAS
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THE' CLIMATE OF BENBROOK RESERVOIR, TEXAS

Benbrook Reservoir is on the Clear Fork of the Trinity River in
southwestern Tarrant County, ninemiles southwest of downtown Fort
Worth, The reservoir has a surface area of 5,820 acres and a
storage capacity of 164,800 feet.

The climate of the area surrounding Benbrook Reservoir is humid
subtropical with hot summers. It is also continental, with a
wide range between winter and summer temperature extremes. Pre-
cipitation occurs mostly as the result of thunderstorm activity
during the warm season., The greatest amounts of rain occur during
the months of April, May, June, September, and October, The colder
months, November through March, make up the dry season, Rainfall
occurs more frequently during the night.

Sudden drops in temperature and strong northerly winds often ac-
company the passage of cold fronts during the winter and early
spring., Periods of cold weather are short, rarely lasting longer
than about 48 hours. Short periods of fair, mild weather occur
throughout the winter season, Winter precipitation may fall as
rain, freezing rain, sleet, or snow. Snowfall is not significant,
Rare, heavy snows unduly bias the data so that the arithmetic
mean does not furnish a reliable estimate of expected snowfall.

Daytime temperatures are hot in summer. The average daily maximum
is near 97°F in both July and August. The highest temperatures
are associated generally with fair skies, westerly winds and
comparatively dry air, Refrigerated-type air-conditioning is
recommended for maximum comfort indoors.

Prevailing winds are southerly the year round, The strongest winds
are the peak gusts and squalls associated with thunderstorms. The
strongest persistent winds occur in March and April in association’
with the intense low pressure centers that move eastward through
Oklahoma, Mean annual relative humidity is about 81 percent at
6:00 a.m., 55 percent at noon, and 53 percent at 6:00 p.m., Central
Standard Time. Mean annual sunshine is estimated at 65 percent
of the total possible, Mean lake evaporation is estimated at 58
inches annually. .

Thunderstorms occur on an average of 44 days each year, These are
most frequent in April, May, and June, occurring on an average of
six to seven days each month. Thunderstorms occur on an average
of one day per month in November, December; and January. A few
of these thunderstorms may be accompanied by destructive wind or
hailstorms, or high intensity rainfall.
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A cotton region shelter,

evaporation data are published monthly in CLIMATOLOGICAL

Weather Bureau State Climatologist

Envrionmental Science Services A
3600 Manor Road, Austin, Texas 78723

and
hourly precipitation data are published

ipitation,

Research, The University of Texas, Austin, Texas 78712, Quantity rates upon request.

standard four-foot, Class A evaporation pan were added on June 22, 1953. Temperature,
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